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Before the advent of formal education, informal and semi-formal educations were the methods of education and acculturation in Africa.

The colonial masters and the Missionaries with their western education saw nothing good in the African traditions and systems of education, thus they were bent on making the Africans ‘white men’ which still persists up till today.

With the introduction of the formal education, Africans abandoned and are still abandoning their way of life and system of education. Some of the methods of the informal education include mentoring, apprenticeship, imitation and observation etc. though these methods of education had their shortcomings; their advantages cannot be overlooked. One of the lapses includes its lack of structure, lack of systematic approach and curriculum and lack of effective and systematic method of evaluation.

The competencies acquired through these systems of education can be equated of western education. For instance leadership skills, the ability to work independently and in-groups, entrepreneurial skills, conflict resolution skills and respect for ones elders and culture were some of the benefits.

While western education seems to be better due to its structured nature, effective method of teaching and evaluation, scientific method of learning and other advantages, there are some aspects of informal education that needs not to be thrown away. In fact the inclusion of such African form of traditional education into the western education will make the latter more productive, customised and utilitarian in Africa. We need to understand that our culture is not rooted in science and technology, though science and technology will improve our culture we need to realise that we have our roots in agriculture, arts which could translate to tourism and other things.

One of the effects of western education on young people is what I call ‘ability paralyses’ which simply means that young people think they can’t be or do any thing until they acquire or finish western education. That’s why most young people in Africa cant invent or create any tangible thing like their peers in other countries. They look at agriculture and their culture with disdain. When they make attempts, they are overlooked and ignored, they result is inferiority complex, discouragement and low self-esteem. Such young people are easily recruited and manipulated by the elites for their devious ends –the experiences in Liberia, Rwanda and recently Niger Delta of Nigeria attests to this. It’s high time we take a look at western education in other to make it relevant in Africa. Young people must be at the forefront of this social change.

In the past decade, there has been growing emphasis on ‘life competencies’ within educational system. The introduction of such concepts as informal learning, e-learning, peer education and training on the job shows that the concept of education need to expand to forms outside the four walls of the classroom. It is important that efforts are made to reach youth and young adults who have dropped out of educational system before acquiring basic literacy, and numeric skills to enhance their employability, social relevance and also reduce the social problems such young people may likely cause to their societies.

Contact; dpi@developmentpartnersip or call 08027534863, 084751002 for more information 

Events At Development Partnership International

*********
HURRAY!!!

Dpi Will be 2 0n October, 2006

5th October 2006

Focus Group Discussion and Launching Of New Website.

These activities are part of the events that will mark the second year anniversary of Dpi

*********

9-14 October2006

World Youth and Student Travel Conference (WYSTC)
WYST’S aim is to provide the youth and student travel industry with a global event where specialist organisation gather to exchange knowledge, experience and expertise and to trade with trusted partners

Venue: Melbourne, Australia.

Contact; mailbox@wystc.org   or www.wystc.org
*********
                                 23-26 October 2006

3rd Annual world Conference on Children Without Parental Care

This conference meant for Governmental Decision-makers, relevant NGO’s and Researchers will provide an open forum for communication and will identify new approaches and model practical solutions

Venue; Amsterdam, Netherlands

Contact: www.iachildren.com  

24-28 October 2006

African Development Forum v

VENUE; Ethiopia, Addis Ababa

For more information visit
                                                 Contact; www.uneca.org

*********
31 October, 2006-1 November, 2006

6th International Conference On Adolescent Health

VENUE; Royal Society of Medicine, London


This year’s conference seeks to address health and welfare related issues as pregnancy and parenthood, Youth and the law,
Physical, Emotional and Behavioural development, Drug culture, Culture and family etc.
It is a varied and full programme including keynote addresses, workshops, plenary lectures and special chosen subjects. DPI’s director Dabesaki will handle one of the plenary sessions on The Second day of the programme titled ‘’Aids in Africa- How you are affected’’

Contact; www.youthsupport.com/conf2006

*********

2nd-7th January 2007

12th International Youth Leadership Conference

The 12th International Youth Leadership Conference is a weeklong youth forum on world politics, international law, and relations.
This is a conference that offers the participants the opportunity to meet with other international university students. An avenue for a cross-cultural exchange of ideas, opinions and attitudes concerning the future of global politics.

Venue; Don Giovanni, Prague

Contact; www.czechleadership.com 

*********

31 October –1 November 2006

Global Youth Leadership Summit

VENUE: United Nations Headquarters, London

The UN Global Youth Leadership Summit that will take place in October will provide a Platform for young people, enabling them to speak out and become full partners in the effort to reach the Millennium Development Goals.

The youth leaders are expected to propose a new United Nations focus on cultivating Youth Leadership.

Contact: unyouth.summit@undp.org
*********

March 2007

Third SangoNet ICT Conference and Exhibition
VENUE: Johannesburg, South Africa

This conference will focus specifically on how NGO sector in Southern Africa is adopting, using and implementing ICT applications in their work.

Contact; info@sangonet.org.za or www.sangonet.org.za
*********

If you have any comment, inquiries or questions concerning the Newsletter you can write or contact:

godgfrey@yahoo.com or call +234 08027534863, +234 084751002 for more information

