Overview of the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS)

National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) is a comprehensive home grown poverty reduction strategy, equivalent to National Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) in most developing countries.

Before NEEDS, other efforts targeted at reducing poverty and tackling developmental challenges in Nigeria included;

· Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP)

· Poverty Eradication Programme (PEP)

· Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (IPRSP)

NEEDS is the latest government response to the development challenges of Nigeria. The goal of NEEDS is to mobilize the resources of Nigeria to make a fundamental break with the failures of the past and bequeath a united and prosperous nation to generations to come.
NEEDS, as conceptualised, is a medium term strategy (2003-2007), which derives from the country’s long term goals of poverty reduction, wealth creation, employment generation and value re-orientation. It is a national coordinated framework of action in close collaboration with the state local governments and other stakeholders. The equivalent of NEEDS at state and local government levels are State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (SEEDS) and Local Government Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (LEEDS). The common aim of NEEDS and SEEDS is to mobilize people around core values, principles and programmes of the strategies. It is expected that a coordinated implementation of both programmes will reduce unemployment, reduce poverty and lay good foundation for sustained development.

The main Strategies of NEEDS are anchored on a tripod;

· Empowering people (social charter or Human Development Agenda). 

· Promoting Private Enterprise and 

· Changing the way government does its work (Reform Government and institution)

However, the social charter underpins NEEDS programme. It is aimed at all aspects of the socio-economic life, with the aim of reducing poverty and inequality. Despite her great wealth, Nigeria is still considered poor and social development limited. If the present trend continues, the country is not likely to meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). Part of the MDGs is the Eradication of Extreme hunger and poverty, Achieving Universal Primary Education, Promotion of gender Equality and Women Empowerment reducing child mortality and having the spread of HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases by 2015. Under NEEDS, reforms are ongoing in the key sectors of the economy with the objective of poverty reduction through anti-poverty programmes and policies. 

Three years after the implementation of NEEDS, it is important to ask critical  questions on what impact it has had on the youth, even in terms of its core policy thrusts and whether its priorities meet the priorities and expectations of youth. This will provide a platform for youth to say what their expectations are, with a view to influencing the forth-coming edition of NEEDS, towards a better Nigeria. An input by youth into the forthcoming NEEDS II will go a long way in making NEEDS a true national developmental plan of Nigeria by Nigerians. 

