INVITATION TO A STAKEHOLDERS’ MEETING ON COUNT DOWN TO 2007
ActionAid is an international Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) registered in the Netherlands with its headquarters in South Africa. ActionAid International works with 14 million poor and excluded people in 47 countries in Africa, Asia and the Americas to support them in securing their rights and eradicating poverty. ActionAid started work in Nigeria in 2000 and has Programs on Education, HIV and AIDS, Women’s’ Rights as well as Conflict and Human Emergencies. 

It works with local NGOs and Community Based Organizations at community level to strengthen civil society organisations through participatory approaches to capacity building and community empowerment. ActionAid International Nigeria is actively involved in partnering with the people to ensure good governance.

This initiative has focused on teaching people their rights and assisting them to demand for such rights. ActionAid’s Good Governance Unit has since Nigeria’s return to democratic rule worked towards stabilizing the nation’s nascent democracy. Part of its work in this area has been civic education and ensuring credible elections.
In 2003, ActionAid’s work in these areas revealed that there was massive turn out of voters. But this was not translated into the people getting their heart’s desire. It is the need to protect the people’s mandate that has given rise to an ActionAid/ Pact Nigeria’s collaboration on Count Down to 2007, a civil society initiative meant to ensure that the 2007 election results reflect the people’s will.

As the nation moves towards 2007, it has become important for civil society partners to deliberate on the changing dynamics as well as the challenges of organizing credible elections. Count down to 2007 elections seeks to track the preparations of INEC, that of the political parties and candidates’ as well as the way and manner in which they carry out their campaigns. The project also seeks to ensure transparent and honest conduct of elections as well as impartial observation and announcement of the true election results.

Count Down to election 2007 would raise and flag off discussions on issues as they unfold so as to ensure credible elections. This initiative will provide the platform for civil society to articulate a common stand and also widely share experiences so as to proffer solutions to identified challenges.

To kick start the process, you are hereby invited to a Count Down to Election 2007 Stakeholders’ Meeting.

The event will hold at Bolton White Hotel, No.7 Gwandu Street, Beside NPI, Area 11 Garki Abuja on Tuesday 7th November 2006. ActionAid International Nigeria will reimburse your travel costs based on its mileage rate. Arrival is on Monday, November 6, 2006 evening and accommodation has been reserved for participants, who are not resident in Abuja at the above venue.
NB: Since this would be a very short meeting, we expect participants to be punctual and to actively participate in the deliberation. We look forward to having a fruitful deliberation with you all even as we wish you journey mercies to and from Abuja. For further enquiries, please contact Zara on 08057230067 or Augusta on 08056016849 or Hilary on 08037150737. We can also be reached on ActionAid land line on 9-2907867/8, 2348480-1
                                                                                                                   Otive Igbuzor,

                                                                                                                    Country Director

