November 1st 2006 

Dear Madam,

Civil Society/Government Forum on the Implementation of the 2006 Federal Budget on the Millennium Development Goals 

The Office of the Senior Special Assistant to the President on the Millennium Development Goals is partnering with ActionAid International Nigeria to organize a 2-day Civil Society/Government Forum on the Implementation of the 2006 Federal Budget for the Millennium Development Goals. 

His Excellency, the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasano, GCFR established the Presidential Committee on the Millennium Development Goals with an Office of the Senior Special Assistant to coordinate Federal Government responses in meeting the MDGs. This Office has been partnering with civil society organizations to achieve its strategic objectives and this event is one of the many initiatives.

ActionAid is an international non-governmental organization registered in the Netherlands with its headquarters in South Africa, working, in over 42 countries in Asia, the Americas and Africa with poor and marginalized people to eradicate poverty by facilitating processes that overcome the injustices and inequities that cause poverty. ActionAid started work in Nigeria in 2000 and has Programmes in the areas of Education, and HIV and AIDS, Governance and Womens’ rights working with local NGOs and community based organizations at community level to strengthen civil society organizations through participatory approaches to capacity building and community empowerment. 
The 2006 Federal budget is significant to the overall development of Nigeria as it featured for the first time, an increased allocation of line items to address specific sectors that are important to the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. This has been made possible due to the debt relief gained from the Paris Club in 2005. These specific allocations has seen increased in allocations to health, education, Water, Works, Power and Steel, Agriculture, Environment, Women Affairs and Housing and Urban Development.
ActionAid International Nigeria under the Advocacy, Awareness and Civic Empowerment (ADVANCE) Project is working with Government institutions and civil society to build capacity and partnership that will promote citizens’ engagement in the budget process. ADVANCE is a USAID funded project implemented by PACT Nigeria. The project seeks to increase capacity for effective civil society engagement with government. 
The 2-day Forum seeks to educate civil society and provide information on the implementation of the DRG/MDGs projects in the 2006 Federal budget so as to stimulate civil society engagement in governance through budget/project monitoring.

Civil society participation in governance through engagement in the budget process is a fairly new phenomenon in Nigeria. However, the tides seem to be rising in civil society engagement in the budget through budget tracking, analysis and advocacy. But lack of capacity, adequate legal and institutional frameworks as well as citizens’ apathy greatly hinder civic budget work in Nigeria.

The Office of the Senior Special Assistant to the President on the Millennium Development Goals and ActionAid International Nigeria have the pleasure of inviting you to this budget forum.

The event will hold at Sheraton Hotel, Abuja on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th November 2006. We will be highly honored to have your presence. Please indicate your availability to attend by telephoning Dr. Ishyaku Mohammed on 2348344, 08023748888 or Zara Goni on 09-2907868, 2348480, and 08057230067 or e-mail us using the address budgetforum@actionaid.org
 Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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Dr. Otive Igbuzor

Country Director

ActionAid International Nigeria
