E-Consultation on Youth Participation in Poverty Reduction Strategies

Summary of week 1

Have you or do you know of other young people who have been involved in a development strategy in your country and how?
· Many respondents have been involved in development strategies in their countries but most of them have been at local levels on way or the other. Many fewer have experience from national development strategies
· Those who have been involved at national level have not always been so because they were identified to represent youth but because they had another position that involved them in the process

· Many feel and/or experience that the involvement of youth in national development strategies is limited. Only a handful of respondents have positive reactions about the involvement of youth
· The majority of respondents have been involved in local initiatives like volunteerism, civic education etc geared towards alleviating poverty
· A few were involved in micro financing projects and wealth creation seminars

· Quite a few of respondents are involved in MDGs project at local level.

Have you or do you know of other young people who have been part of the consultative process in the development of a PRSP in your country (by consultative process we mean working groups, panels, taskforce etc. as part of an official initiative)?

· A few young people and youth organizations were involved in the consultative process or the development of their respective country PRSPs
· In some countries youth have been consulted for other purposes like the fight against HIV/AIDS but no consultation have been made specifically in regard to the national development process

· Some young people say their countries prefer to employ the services of consultants to the detriment of young people whom most of these policies affect directly

· A few say that the poor and vulnerable are not consulted and hence their views are not well reflected

“The government is extremely cautious in planning my country’s development, with the main actors being high level civil servants. You generally will not see youth involvement in any policy development, unless they happen to be young (<35) outstanding civil servants rising the ranks.”
Bernise Ang,

Founder of the Singapore International Youth Council

Singapore

How the voices of youth were perceived (accepted/respected)?
· Some are of the opinion that youth participation is encouraged in their countries but that their views are not always respected

· Others feel young people are excluded or marginalized in decision making processes in their countries. 

· A few feel youth inputs are well reflected in the overall national development documents but not acted upon 

· Few think that youth are respected and that they are encouraged to carry on the humanitarian work they do

· It seems like the voices of areas of interest for youth have been heard, while in others youth have not been heard. 

“If our leaders, politicians, policy makers really believe that the future of a country lies in the hands of the Youth, then it’s time to practice what they preach.” 
Aaron Lawson, 

Youth Development Worker and Teacher
Ghana

Suggestions and comments
· Some young people are of the opinion that these thematic issues that border on young people should be included in their National Youth Policies

· Others are of the opinion that the international community should put in more effort to facilitate youth involvement in policy making in their respective countries and especially the PRSPs
· Africa Development Forum V has been suggested as another platform to create awareness and educate governments on the need to include young people in National development processes (i.e. the PRSPs)  

· Some young people see this E-Consultation as a wake up call to be actively involved in poverty reduction strategies in their countries

· Some suggest that corruption and illegal acquisition of funds to alleviate poverty under their respective poverty alleviation schemes have hindered the overall process and implementation

“The time has arrived for the voices of young people to be taken into consideration in planning, implementation, and monitoring of development process. I believe young people have a crucial role in ensuring accountability of all actors. It should be an inclusive process because when development fails, it is young people who bear the brunt on a daily basis. Effective youth participation is sin qua non to the success of the MDGs”

Chukwumuanya Igboekwu, MD
Health Program Associate of Physicians for Social Justice

Nigeria
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