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The United Nations Youth Association of Australia
The Australian Youth Representative 

to the
United Nations General Assembly

Further Information

The Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations General Assembly is a fully accredited member of the Australian Delegation to the United Nations General Assembly in New York.

History

The Youth Representative position was created in 1999 when the United Nations Youth Association of Australia (UNYA) presented a proposal outlining the need for a Youth Representative to the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  This proposal was based on numerous General Assembly Resolutions calling for youth representation at the highest level of decision making and the success of Youth Representatives within other Delegations. 

The position is reviewed on a yearly basis, and applicants should note that the 2007 position has yet to be confirmed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.  The 2007 Youth Representative would be the eighth Youth Representative that has travelled to New York as a fully accredited member of the Australian Delegation.
Approximately 12 Member States send Youth Representatives to UNGA in a similar manner in which Australia has.  This number is likely to increase in 2007 to coincide with the biannual Youth Resolution.  

Why a Youth Representative? 

Young people are the agents, beneficiaries and victims of social, economic, environmental, legal and technological change. Whether young people seek to be integrated into the existing society, or serve to transform that society, they deserve to have their views represented and acted upon. In addition to their intellectual contribution and their ability to mobilise support, young people bring unique perspectives that can help find solutions to the many problems they face now and in the future. 

In particular, as justice between present and future generations is recognised as the fundamental base of sustainable development, young people should participate in the decisions taken today about the world they will inherit and pass on to the next generation. 

Of course, the inclusion of Youth Representatives also gives a far greater legitimacy to the Australian Government and the United Nations in general, when claiming to represent “We the peoples...” 

The broad goal of a Youth Representative should be to ensure that the voice of youth is heard and to draw the attention of Member States to young people and their concerns. Young people must be recognised not only as future leaders, but as leaders and active members of their communities today. 
The Role of the Youth Representative, DFAT and UNYA

The Department of Foreign Affairs and UNYA have partnered each year since 1999 to select and support the Youth Representative, enhancing the position and improving the selection process each year.

UNYA is responsible for the administration of the selection process until the final stages, where UNYA and DFAT jointly select the successful applicant.  While the Australian Government solely gives instruction to the Youth Representative while they are in New York or representing the government in an official capacity, UNYA has also played a significant part in shaping the position outside of these parameters.

Throughout the process, the Youth Representative works closely with the Department but also with UNYA – and in particular the National President.  UNYA’s role – both before and after the New York phase – is to facilitate and support the Youth Representative, which often involves organising events and forums with young people for the Youth Representative’s benefit.

The tasks of the 2007 Youth Representative can be categorised into three distinct phases: (i)  pre-departure consultation, (ii) representation within the Mission and (iii) reporting back upon returning to Australia. 

Phase 1: Pre-Departure Consultation

Upon selection, the Youth Representative has the challenging but amazing task of consulting with a substantial proportion of Australia’s youth population.  This should involve travel to each state and territory, to rural and regional Australia, to indigenous communities, and to different collectives of young people within all of these settings.  This will also involve working with UNYA’s state and territory divisions throughout this process.

The broad goal of the consultation phase is to equip the Youth Representative with a comprehensive mandate of youth representation that may be outside the normal scope of their experiences as a young person.  This will assist greatly in the preparation of the Youth Representative’s address to the General Assembly.  

The Youth Representative is also expected to attend and present at UNYA’s National Youth Conference, which will be held in Canberra in July 2007.  There will also be a briefing session with the Department of Foreign Affairs within the months prior to departure which you will be required to attend alongside the UNYA National President.

Phase 2: At the Mission

In September 2007, the successful applicant will travel to New York City, where they will be based for approximately six weeks within Australia's Mission to the UN, close to the banks of the Hudson River where the UN headquarters is located.  

The Youth Representative is quite distinct from the interns who work in Australia's Mission to the UN, who act as individuals, rather than as a youth representative, and a fully accredited member of the Delegation with the entitlements that come with that status.  The position entails more than the chance for a young Australian to see first hand the workings of the United Nations. Based on previous experience, the Youth Representative’s tasks can involve the following;
· Providing youth opinion to the Australian Delegation on the issues discussed at United Nations General Assembly 61; 

· Attending discussions in the six committees and the plenary session of UNGA; 

· Reporting on meetings and briefings for the Mission; 

· Attending Australian Delegation and regional meetings; 

· Assisting the Mission with administrative tasks; 

· Assisting in organising the annual Youth Symposium for Youth Representatives and other young people at the UN in New York; 

· Attending the annual meeting of Youth Representatives, which may be held with the UN Secretary General;

· Attending the annual meeting of the Youth Advisory Body for the UN's Youth Fund; 

· Building strong relations with the other Youth Representatives to UNGA.

In addition to these tasks, previous Youth Representatives have participated in many different side-events to the General Assembly, both within the role of Youth Representative and also as an interested young Australian.  There are few busier places than New York City, and the diplomatic quarter of NYC is in full swing each September.  It is also expected that the Youth Representative shall seek to, in a professional manner, increase the profile of youth issues both within the Mission and with other Member States.  This can include encouraging other Member States to include Youth Representatives in their delegations.

Previous Youth Representatives have also provided UNYA and their networks with journal-type updates while they are based at Australia’s Mission.

Phase 3: Upon return

Upon your return from the United Nations, report extensively to the Australian community, particularly youth, about your experiences at the UN.  As previously mentioned, this will involve the production of a comprehensive report for UNYA and DFAT on the consultation phase and time within the Mission.

The Youth Representative also plays a role with the selection of future Youth Representatives – sitting on the final panel of the Youth Representative selection process, alongside DFAT representatives and UNYA’s National Executive, for two years after their return.


General Expectations

As the position is a representative one, the successful candidate will display the ability to ascertain and articulate the views of the entire spectrum of young people in Australia.  There are two major challenges within this role – the consultation and then the subsequent representation.  Being able to consult widely with young people, effectively discern youth opinion and prioritise youth issues is one important part of the position, while being able to effectively represent the young people of Australia at the UN and to execute a youth agenda within the parameters of the Australian Delegation’s set role is the other.

The successful candidate must also display the necessary skills and outlook to act professionally within Australia’s delegation to the United Nations.  This effectively means being able to represent Australia within the United Nations system where the Youth Representative is chosen to be deployed, but also to work within the Australian Mission as a valued member of the Delegation.

The Application Process

Each year the position attracts over one hundred applicants of a very high standard.  Every application is reviewed fully by the judging panel throughout the application process, which is overseen by UNYA’s National Secretary.  The application process is broken into three phases;  

Phase One:

Expressions of Interest
October-November



Phase Two:

Full Applications 

December-January



Phase Three:
Interviews 


February

After submitting an online expression of interest, the judging panel selects successful applicants to submit a full application over the new year-holiday period.   Upon reviewing these full applications, a select group of applicants are invited to sit for an interview with UNYA members in their nearest capital city.  These interviews are recorded and sent to the final judging panel, which consists of the five members of the UNYA National Executive, the previous two Youth Representatives and representatives from DFAT.  We anticipate being able to announce the successful candidate in time for a launch within National Youth Week.

Note that this timeline is preliminary at this stage and that applicants will be updated with more precise timetables throughout the selection process.

Applicants should be aware that while we appreciate the tremendous effort that goes into your applications, we are unable to provide detailed feedback on your applications at any stage, due to the complex judging arrangements and the volunteer status of the judges. We ask for your understanding on this matter. 

Who Can Apply?

Applications are open to any Australian citizen aged between 15 and 24 as of 1 November, 2006.  Applicants must be available to travel to New York City in September 2007 for up to eight weeks.

The successful applicant will possess a strong knowledge of the United Nations and of international affairs, as well as displaying a strong involvement in youth affairs.

No distinctions are made on the basis of race, gender, political outlook or sexual orientation.

Financial Requirements

It should be noted that this is potentially an expensive venture. Previous Youth Representatives have had received funding to cover their accommodation expenses in New York from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade - however, it must be understood that this support is annually confirmed, and thus will not be known until after the selection procedure has been commenced.  
UNYA is able to offer support in assisting to raise funds for the Youth Representative and the position’s requirements however the prerogative will be firmly placed upon the Youth Representative to be able to meet the financial demands of the position.

We hope not to preclude any young Australian from applying due to financial reasons; however applicants should be aware that UNYA is also unable to provide any financial assistance due to its position as a volunteer-run organisation.  

Since the Youth Representative position was initiated in 1999, no Youth Representative has been unable to make the journey to the United Nations due to a lack of funding.  While fundraising is hard work, each of the last five Youth Representatives were able to raise between AU$5,000 and AU$20,000.

What is UNYA?


The United Nations Youth Association of Australia (UNYA) is a dynamic youth network that aims to support the work of the United Nations and to educate young Australians about the UN.

UNYA is a not for profit volunteer organisation run entirely by young people under the age of 25.  Currently, nationwide, we have over 1000 members.  UNYA has a federal structure with divisions in each Australian state and territory overseen by a national executive and national office bearers who coordinate specific areas of our activities - of which the Youth Representative position is one.

During the consultation phase, the Youth Representative is expected to consult with UNYA's divisions.  This gives the Youth Representative a chance to feed into UNYA's ready-made consultation network, while empowering UNYA at the same time.

Each year we hold many forums, conferences and competitions for young people. We act as an important voice for young people and are the only youth run NGO invited to participate in the Attorney Generals and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Human Rights Consultations, we compile submissions to government and other enquiries and run lessons of international issues in classrooms across Australia.

UNYA’s overall vision is to inspire young people to adopt the ideals and objectives of the United Nations.  We aim to encourage young people to strive towards a greater understanding of global issues and to educate them about the United Nations structure, functions and future.

We aim to empower young people by facilitating discussion and debate on a diverse range of issues and providing opportunities for them to realise their full potential as decision makers.  The Youth Representative position is one way in which we facilitate these aims.

Further Information

For any further information, please visit UNYA's website at http://www.unya.asn.au.

All enquiries on the position should be forwarded to the National Secretary, Natalie Garcia de Heer, at secretary@unya.asn.au or 0407 425 989.

Applicants must be aware that the Department for Foreign Affairs and Trade reserves the right to withdraw support for the position at any time.

Best of luck in submitting your application for the role of 2007 Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations General Assembly.  It is a truly life-changing experience.

