E-Consultation on Youth Participation in Poverty Reduction Strategies

Summary of week 2

Please tell us how youth issues have been addressed in your country's development strategy and/or PRSP and how youth issues have been linked to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): 

How was education addressed?

· Many respondents said young people in their countries now have access to free education for the entire primary school education and some for the first three years of secondary school education while others for the entire secondary education with priority given to girls. However, parents still have to pay for books, uniforms etc which makes it impossible for some children to go to school. Also, corruption means that some parents have to pay teachers or schools though officially there are no fees.

· A few made mention of increase in coverage of secondary education as an intervention by their governments. 
· Others highlighted school feeding programme as a very successful intervention that have increased the number of students going to and staying in schools but wonder about mechanisms in place to make this sustainable. 
· Some participants also referred to poor quality of education and how their policies are now addressing this by mandating institutions of learning (including tertiary institutions) to focus on breeding high quality human resources. 
· Again, a few participants made mention of bursary awards to students, student loan schemes, comprehensive policies on research and development etc as measures by their governments to improve access to and quality of education in their countries. 
· Others referred to technical and vocational education as their governments approach. 
· Some respondents’ highlighted access to information and communication technologies at all levels of education and acts permitting universities to attract private-sector funding and other mechanisms to cover operational costs as intervention by their governments. 
· Finally, it was mentioned that even though education was well addressed in national plans it still needs financing including international support
“Most youths wonder about phrases like the Millennium Development Goals for they exist only on paper. Primary education in Cameroon is free but for the fact that the system is corrupt leaves doubt. The procedures involve in getting admitted (bribery and favoritism) into government primary institutions makes it even more expensive than when fees where paid”
Ntamack John Billon

Project Coordinator, Victorious Youth Movement

Cameroon 


How was employment addressed?
· Participants acknowledged that unemployment rate among young people is still very high also among educated youth. However, respondents noted that mechanisms have been put in place to address the issue of unemployment such as life skills acquisition centers, youth employment schemes, tax incentives to those who employ the services of young people, employment information Centers, microfinance institutions and self employment initiatives. 
· Some participants said their countries PRSPs advocate for the use of education as a tool for improving the quality of life through skill acquisition and job creation for poverty reduction. 
· Some respondents pointed at the private sector as their government’s target for job creation and that their governments on their own have vowed to create an enabling environment by adopting specific sect oral programmes for the private sector to strive.
· They also pointed out that their governments made a special provision for rural development, promotion of small and medium scale enterprises and national employment policies in addressing the issue of employment.
“Fortunately and unfortunately, successive governments have developed uncoordinated and scattered, employment programmes without having developed a clear national youth employment policy or framework for action”.
Cyril Nii-Offei France

Save Children Now, Co Director

Ghana

How was health addressed?

· Some respondents talked about health insurance schemes that now enable a large proportion of youth to access health services in their countries. 
· Others said their governments are putting in place effective, good quality and affordable primary health care services as a measure to promote health care and reduce diseases like HIV/AIDS etc. 
· A few mentioned drug regulation, improvement of workers attitude and morale and sexual and reproductive health policy with special attention to maternal, child health and youth friendly reproductive health services as an intervention by their governments. 
· A few argued that young people where not given special attention in health issues in their PRSPs as they where referred to as vulnerable groups or as part of the entire population. 
· Some argued that the government is making an effort to make health accessible to people but that lack of hospitals, health workers and commodities is a major setback in their health sector development plans. This might also lead to people preferring traditional medicine
· Another argue that the private hospitals are so expensive that the poor cannot afford it.
“Drugs and sexual issues are almost not addressed except a few and small programs”
Chaverri Pablo,

Costa Rica


If you have experience with the process, which of these areas were difficult to get included and why?
· Few respondents answered this question but employment was mentioned as the most difficult issue tackled because most young people in their countries are not educated and cannot access descent jobs and that the jobs are limited.
Are there other areas than above where youth issues were included and how?
· A few respondents highlighted Social protection of the vulnerable i.e. enabling environment for child protection and fight against child labor as another issue addressed. 
· A few others made mention of rural development, participation, culture, recreation sports, gender, prevention and control of HIV/AIDS and other STIs, and regional gaps as youth issues that where also addressed. 
Suggestions and Comments

· Some participants suggested that diagnostic tools and policies are not enough but strategies and resources to forge ahead is what matters most. 
· Others made mention of the Africa Peer Review Mechanism and National Youth Councils as avenues to advocate for the inclusion of these youth thematic issues in development plans. 
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