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CHANGE programme delegate monthly review
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Delegate name     Elizabeth Dodd

Date:  8/11/06 


What action have you taken this month?

· managed Freshers’ Fair stalls for People and Planet and for Students Against the Arms Trade. Handed out leaflets and postcards on climate change at the event and built up a strong mailing list.
· Represented People and Planet at the ‘Cambridge Action Network’ opening meeting, trying to get more radical/political people and groups involved in our campaigns.

· Held weekly awareness raising stalls on Climate Change on different university sites from 8.30am-1pm: handed out pledge cards to help people reduce their carbon footprints, cards that we later sent to Tony Blair to push for the introduction of Climate Bill in Queens Speech.

· Organised a climate change lobbying workshop with a speaker from people and Planet to prep people for…

· Meeting local MP David Howarth with People and Planet group and lobbied for him to campaign on our behalf for the Climate Change bill to get into the Queens Speech.

· Held an Oxjam week! Open Mic night, a ‘Sound of Music Singalong’ screening, a karaoke night in college bar, a ‘port and piano’ night and a concert of jazz and classical music to end the week. Raised £700 total!

· Demonstrated at careers fair and at a college talk to protest presence of arms companies. Handed out flyers. Got kicked out.
· Arranged coach and bike groups for travel down to Shared Planet weekend!


Comments on challenges you have faced:

· Initially very hard to mobilise People and Planet group: only small attendance and, because there are already so many groups campaigning on issues like AIDS and Fairtrade we didn’t feel we had much of a niche. 

· Slightly overcommitted myself to about six different campaigning groups, all of which have been very busy this term.

· Convincing people that there was space for direct action on issues like Climate Change: trying to poach people from more radical groups like Cambridge Education Not for Sale a bit tricky.


Comments on successes:
· Oxjam was a brilliant success: never dreamed we’d make so much, or that we’d be able to expand what I’d started to plan as a one night event into a week of events that drew so many people.
· Big and successful drive on Climate Change awareness: turns out stalls are a really good way to reach people, and if it’s only a matter of picking up a pledge card or filling one out, people are willing to do so on the way to or from a lecture.

· Successfully lobbied MP: he was as cooperative as we’d hoped he would be and spent 45minutes talking to us about. Took a photograph of him at the event holding a pledge card and sent it to local press.

· Managed to sort transport for people to Shared Planet in advance, both by coach and by bike, and transport for people who only wanted to come up on the 4th for the event itself.

· Managed to get People and Planet together: formed a rough sort of committee, got a new and uptodate website running and planned event for the rest of this term and the start of next.


Plans for the next month:

-Go to Shared Planet; get plenty of people to the Climate Change demo itself.
-Hold a fundraising club night for Amnesty. If it works, look into it as away of fundraising in general and maybe plan one for next term.

- Help Plane Stupid with a protest against Climate Change. Can then use their help in the future!

- More campaigning at careers fairs!

- Meet David Howarth and lobby him about Economic Partnership Agreements

- Sort out recycling around college with outgoing JCR Committee Ethical/Green rep

- Run for position as Ethical/Green rep on JCR Committee for next year.

- Hold an event on ‘Buy Nothing Day’ to draw attention to the Climate Change implications of using supermarkets and of consumer lifestyle in general.

- Hold a big end of term event to encourage people to have a ‘green Christmas’: talk about Fair Trade, recycling, charity cards etc.


General comments:

Really busy month but been absolutely brilliant. Benefit of campaigning on so many fronts (arms, trade, climate change) is that is never gets boring! And having a crash course in organising events; term only lasts 8 weeks, which doesn’t allow much time for planning. It’s been really good to get to grips with different campaigning methods: one day dressing up as a fighter jet and getting kicked out of a careers fair, writing an article for the student paper about getting kicked out, handing out leaflets in the freezing cold to get people aware about Climate Change, then meeting the local MP to lobby and topping it all off with a five hour bucket-shaking karaoke event! Have even managed to get the keen, ethical fundraising side out of college, so hoping to keep up the pressure there too.
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