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More ideas & resources are on our website at www.earthcharter.org
Now that you have the initial information,

get started and let’s work together !


The Earth Charter Initiative…





….is like the two sides of a coin:


one side is theoretical and philosophical, giving us direction and


the other side is practical, compelling us to act.





“The Earth Charter calls for action with an integrated vision and can be used as an effective instrument for change.”


		          - Mirian Vilela Executive Director of the Center for Education for Sustainable Development





Facts:





We consume more than the Earth can recreate. Environmental, social and economic challenges are present everywhere.





Most people think we need to change, and engage in development that is sustainable.





Changing is tough, sustainable development is a complex issue.





In what kinds of settings should the Youth Groups be created?





ECYGs can be created in all kinds of settings, including schools, universities, associations, neighborhoods, and places of worship so long as people want to work together based on the values embedded in the Earth Charter.





Existing groups: all kinds of existing groups, clubs, associations or youth NGOs that share the ethical vision of the Earth Charter are invited to join the global network of the Earth Charter Youth Initiative. After having endorsed the Charter and implemented it into their programs, the groups may add “…an ECYG” to their existing title.














The International ECYG Movement





An Earth Charter Youth Group is a committee, group or network of young activists and youth organizations working to bring alive the vision of the Earth Charter in their local communities, nationally, and regionally.  We encourage groups to be gender balanced, and include representatives from various local ethnic, religious, and socio-economic groups.





The international ECYG movement is part of the Earth Charter Youth Initiative’s activities (ECYI). It strives to create as many ECYG’s as possible, while supporting their active engagement.





If you want to establish an Earth Charter Youth Group in your country or community, please contact the International Youth Coordinator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org" ��youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org�.
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International Youth Coordinator: Dominic Stucker 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org" ��youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org� 


Earth Charter Websites: 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.earthcharter.org" ��www.earthcharter.org�


www.earthcharterinaction.org


ECYG Sierra Leone, Contact Person: Sylvanus Murray


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ecyg-sl@globalyouth.com" ��ecyg-sl@globalyouth.com�


ECYG Jordan, Contact Person: Hamza AlAmoosh


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hamza.a@zenid.org.jo" ��hamza.a@zenid.org.jo�


ECYG the Philippines, ECO TREKKERS, Contact Person: Khyn P. Yap


				� HYPERLINK "mailto:ECOTREKKERS@EcologyFund.net" ��ECOTREKKERS@EcologyFund.net�





Examples of activities you can initiate or support:





Respect and Care for the Community of Life


Learn from each other through discussions and meetings of people from different beliefs, cultures, minority-groups, and genders that live in your community or in your school.


Initiate a creativity contest or draw pictures to illustrate the idea of one community of life.





Ecological Integrity 


List some things which the group members use every day.  Follow the production chain of these products and try to find out its impact on the environment.  Then discuss how to use these things in a sustainable way.  Publish the results in articles or an exhibition.


Stir your imagination on life in the year 2050 and how people will relate to nature then.


Promote the “three Rs”: “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle.”





Social and Economic Justice


Watch the origin of the product you buy: Does the company and country of origin respect human rights and progressive labor standards?  Does your school or community sell fair trade products?  If not, what are the obstacles?  Do you see ways to overcome these obstacles?





Democracy, Non-violence, and Peace


Reflect on the relation between the political reality of your country and the aspirations of the Earth Charter. What are the specific problems within your country?  Do they have ethical or value dimensions? Do you see ways in which the Earth Charter could help to overcome these problems?








Ideas on the Cooperation with local NGO’s 





Offer the Earth Charter to them to communicate where their activities fit in the notion of sustainable development, and as a way to talk on a common ground with other NGO’s.


Find ways to support their work, pointing out the link to the need of common values.


Give them the opportunity to put their activity into the ethical framework of the Earth Charter drawing a link to many other organizations working on sustainable development.


Organize workshops to reflect on the ethical dimensions of sustainable development activities and how they help people evolve in the way they act and think. Invite the press.





Financial resources





Right now, there is unfortunately no fund available to help the ECYG program, but it could become a reality in the near future.





In the name of the sustainability of each ECYG, therefore, it is strongly encouraged that financial autonomy be achieved.





Local ECYGs could help fund their peers in the global ECYI, and North / South and South / South links could be thought about.














First steps toward an ECYG





Get more information and advice�(see next page).


Find a group of interested people.


Review the mission and objectives proposed here and adapt them locally.


Define concrete results you want to achieve and actions to get there.





While the ECYG and its activities are growing, remember to keep your vision and objectives alive, and to let people know about it (communication strategy).





How can you structure an ECYG?





Once again, this depends mainly on your local preferences.  Do you want to make it a legal structure or keep it informal?  How do you organize activities and split tasks among each other?





From an international coordination point of view, a reliable contact person is essential.


Though not exhaustive, other suggestions include:





Core roles and functions:


Facilitator: Usually the contact person with the international coordinator.  She facilitates the work of the group and convenes the meetings.  If the group consists of minors, an adult could serve as an advisor for legal purposes.


Secretary: Is responsible for keeping track of the ECYG’s membership, the history of the organization, and the minutes of meetings.


Treasurer and Fundraiser: Identifies and pursues financial, material, and logistical support for the ECYG to perform its activities and uses such resources appropriately.


Activity Manager(s): Runs one or more projects in which the ECYG is engaged.


Public Relations Officer: Communicates with local NGO’s, the local press, and the public to inform them about ongoing activities and to invite their participation.





In general:


To avoid hierarchic power structures, the facilitator should be a very good listener and speak on behalf of the group. This means that the group operates according to the grass-root’s principle of democracy, in that decisions should be taken by the group as a whole.


Have fun! And enjoy acting together!





What kind of activities could be conducted by ECYGs?





ECYGs are local groups and, as such, they are free to choose their activities and priorities. As general guidelines, we offer:


any kind of activity answering to the mission and objectives of the ECYI.


In all activities, the group should seek cooperation with local NGOs, businesses, government offices, universities, or religious institutions to strengthen links with and among them.  ECYGs are not in competition with the aspirations of local institutions.


General activities to be taken by all ECYG’s include:


Get enough information, and share your thoughts among the ECYG to deepen the group’s understanding of the Earth Charter and of sustainable development.


Foster discussion on the Earth Charter, reflection on its vision and how it applies to the day-to-day lives of your community.


Conduct workshops, organize lectures or invent any other kind of activity to make the Earth Charter known to the broader public, and to spread its vision and values.


Initiate or support projects that practically demonstrate an Earth Charter principles.


Help other individuals and organizations implement the Earth Charter in their daily lives.





Basically, the activities can be built on these three pillars:


“Understanding, Disseminating, Implementing”





More concrete examples of activities can be found in the last page of this document.





Why can they help ?


The Earth Charter was drafted in the 1990s in the most open and participatory process ever associated with an international document. It is a people’s text that has been recognized by NGOs, local communities, countries, international organizations, and individuals.


Young people have energy and creativity, and are open to change in themselves.


Groups can achieve more than a number of people working on their own and are the best structure to have a constant multiplying effect.





Earth Charter Youth Groups





Mission


of Earth Charter Youth Groups





To have young people all over the world putting the Mission of the Earth Charter Initiative into action together with their peers and society as a whole:





To establish a sound ethical foundation for the emerging global society and to help building a sustainable world based on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice, and a culture of peace.





Objectives 





to inspire people locally to adopt sustainable ways of living and to be active in projects related to sustainable development and�the Earth Charter.


to make the Earth Charter known and implemented in a broad public.


to empower young people to take action and change the world.


to enjoy life in giving joy to others.





Youth Coordinator: Dominic Stucker 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org" ��youthcoordinator@earthcharter.org�





Earth Charter Websites: � HYPERLINK "http://www.earthcharter.org" ��www.earthcharter.org� 	� HYPERLINK "http://www.earthcharterinaction.org" ��www.earthcharterinaction.org� 












