Earth Charter Youth Initiative (ECYI) Plan of Action 2006 

The following Plan of Action was developed at the Earth Charter +5 Conference held in Amsterdam, Netherlands in November 2005.  This meeting was the first gathering of youth from the ECYI, with 30 in attendance.

Mission
To encourage young people to join hands, hearts and minds to build a sustainable world based on respect for nature, universal human rights, economic justice, and a culture of peace. 

Objectives

· To expand awareness for sustainable development and the Earth Charter among young people;

· To guide and/or provide peer-to-peer education and training on sustainable ways of living;
· To seek engaged endorsements of the Earth Charter, especially by forging local, national and global alliances of young people conducting collective projects on critical issues related to the key areas of respect and care for the community of life, ecological integrity, social and economic justice, and non-violence, democracy, and peace;
· To engage in and promote ethics-based assessment using the Earth Charter to define what it means to be a truly sustainable individual, school, business and community; and
· To integrate the principles of the Earth Charter in youth-led projects which contribute to the realization of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
Structure
Earth Charter Youth Groups (ECYGs)

The backbone of the ECYI is local Earth Charter Youth Groups, which seek to disseminate and implement the Earth Charter in their respective local contexts. The groups are encouraged to network and collaborate with existing NGOs (especially those driven by youth) in their region. By applying the Earth Charter principles to the daily lives of individuals and organizations with the mentality of thinking globally and acting locally, the ECYGs should help to further the goals of their peers and become an intricate part of their local communities.

If there are several ECYGs in one country, they are encouraged to form a national coalition. The national coalitions should function as supporting networks that provide for a sharing of ideas, aspirations and experiences, and a breeding ground for multi-stakeholder partnerships. Each local and national ECYG should have at least one person serving as liaison to the international network, reporting about the successes of the local projects and sharing the international news, updates and developments with his / her peers.     

The specific local projects and priorities largely depend on the preferences and creativity of the ECYGs themselves. However, all members of the ECYI are encouraged to implement and promote the “4 Es” of the third phase of the global Earth Charter Initiative: Expanded Awareness, Education for a Sustainable Way of Life, Engaged Endorsements, and Ethics-Based Assessment.  

Global Network

Globally, the ECYI works as an international network of youth organizations, local ECYGs and interested individuals using the Internet to share experiences in their worldwide struggle for justice, sustainability and peace. The network serves for activists around the world to acknowledge and support each other beyond geographic, cultural and thematic boundaries. In highlighting stories, methods and best practices of useful, inspiring and successful projects, the ECYI seeks to give hope to youth who are disillusioned about the current shape of the world and show how they can be pro-active in changing their reality. 

The communication of the network being enabled by an e-group but there is a need to further enhance the exchange of ideas and experiences. The use of further means of communication and exchange of information will be explored.  

Core Group

The ECYI is coordinated by an international Core-Group that functions as a technical support team, offering tools for local groups to build capacity and connect with a global web, helping them understand that their local actions are in solidarity with a global movement of young people striving to create a just, sustainable and peaceful future. 

In the international transition period of 2006, the ECYI is led by a transitional task-oriented Core-Group working on the following tasks: 

· To collaborate with the transition director and the newly established Council of Trustees in designing plans and strategies on how to give the ECYI the needed organizational and financial backing so that it can sustain itself over the next five years;

· To coordinate the international activities;

· To serve as “Youth Secretariat;”

· To record the activities/accomplishments;

· To spread information; and

· To re-design and update the website

Another priority for the core-group is to raise the financial means to employ at least one international youth coordinator within the year 2006. When the funds are available, the core-group assists in the process of selecting the appropriate person and manages, directs and monitors the coordinator’s work.

Programmatic Themes
The following broad programmatic themes should be addressed by all members of the ECYI:

1. Expanded Awareness

· Make the Earth Charter known and lived by young people in one’s community;

· Organize workshops, conferences, concerts, parties etc. on the Earth Charter;

· Use the internet as a means to invite engagement with the Earth Charter, e.g. by creating group blogs (see http://thoughtoffering.blogs.com/ice_seeds/), running e-mail campaigns and exchanging links to the major youth websites in one’s region; and

· Link the EC with the MDGs as an ethical framework to promote common ideals
2. Education for a Sustainable Way of Life

· Join the international program on Leadership Training (see outlines below);

· Provide peer education by hosting Earth Charter workshop at schools and universities;

· Join or launch initiatives related to the UN Decade on Education for Sustainable Development or similar educational programs in one’s region; and

· Serve as partners with existing organizations in supporting their initiatives 
3. Engaged Endorsements

· Apply the Earth Charter in your own life (be the change you want to see, be mindful of the consequences of your consumer choices – see details below);

· Reach out to existing youth organizations in your community, collaborate and network with them (run joint projects, link websites, train them how to run EC workshops on their own);

· Support the global network of the ECYI (raise funds for ECYI members in developing countries, engage in online-discussions, provide ideas for international campaigns, promote its goals at local, national and international conferences); and

· Take concrete action to make the Earth Charter’s Vision a Reality (by joining one or more activities - see below)
4. Ethics-Based Assessment

· Use the Earth Charter for assessing performance of communities, schools, universities, businesses and individuals across the full spectrum of issues associated with sustainable development, as defined by the Charter.
Activities

In addition, the ECYI will run specific activities within 2006-2007 on the issues below. In countries with potential to replicate these activities, ECYGs are encouraged to consider incorporating them into their activities. 

1. Leadership Training

An international task-force will compile and design training materials that:

· Offer the tools for local groups to build capacity to be effective promoters of change;

· Model all different styles of leadership from the go-getter at the front of the group to the reflective activist who is more comfortable behind the scenes; and

· Encourages the young leaders to challenge their communities towards sustainability
2. Applying the Earth Charter in One’s Daily Life

For being authentic in one’s appeals to the principles and ideals of the Earth Charter, it is imperative to “walk one’s talk” and be the change we want to see in the world. Therefore, an international campaign will be launched on applying the Earth Charter in one’s daily choices and decisions as a consumer. Focus areas will be the topics of food, energy and transportation, as the average individual has a broad field of influence on these topics. Main target group of this campaign will be young people in the industrialized world, as the problems of over-consumption and unsustainable ways of living are predominantly present in the wealthy countries. However, specific adaptations for the situations of developing and industrializing countries will be made. Expected outputs of this campaign are tool-kits and working materials defining simple and practical steps to reduce one’s own ecological footprint. Inspiring case studies will be highlighted on the Internet. Collaboration with key organizations will be sought. 

3. Peace Education

Throughout the world, thousands of young people are victimized by violent conflicts and war. As the Earth Charter holds, peace means not just the absence of physical violence, but requires an atmosphere wherein every member of society can maximize the fullest of his/her intellectual, artistic, ethical and spiritual potential. Drawing on the experiences of the Earth Charter Youth Group in Sierra Leone, which has achieved major successes in using the Earth Charter in peace building efforts in the context of reconstructing their war-torn country, an international program on peace education will be initiated. The aims of the campaign are to encourage young people in other African countries to follow the example of the ECYG-Sierra Leone in using the Earth Charter as an integrated approach for simultaneously addressing economic stability, respect for all forms of life, good governance, human rights, democracy and education for all, which are core-elements of a solid culture of peace. Collaborations with key organizations will be forged. 

4. Trade Justice

In countries with high youth entrepreneurial population, youth exclusion from trade policy has emerged as a critical subject for engagement and intervention in youth development discourse and economic justice circles. There is an absence of special provisions to take care of specific youth needs and concerns in multilateral trade negotiations, however necessary they may be. Such special provisions would be especially necessary in the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries. Many young enterpreneurs in the ACP countries believe there is a risk that if EU is successful in liberalizing the trade regimes in ACP countries, small-scale producers and service providers might be forced into competition with EU counterparts. This might lead to a new wave of youth unemployment within the ACP countries and might also cause a migration back to the rural areas where the young people would be forced to make their living by exploiting nature. Thus, the outcome of the EU-ACP trade negotiations might have a severe impact on the natural environment. Therefore, an international campaign will be launched to:
· Share and increase knowledge of best practices and foster new ideas to address issues that youth are facing in promoting trade justice;

· Develop effective strategies to use the Earth Charter Youth platform to promote trade justice in the context of EPA;

· Identify concrete operational and analytical processes, entry points and examples of how youth issues can be integrated into and measured within trade agreements and negotiations with primary respect to EPA;

· Determine capacity development needs and opportunities for building effective north-south youth partnerships for action regarding trade policy participation, intervention and advocacy;

· Evolve priorities for partnership between youth, donor community and private sector (including media) for trade justice work; and

· To embark upon research in key priority areas as it relates to youth and trade justice concerns.
5. MDGs as a Cross-Cutting Issue:

All the activities of the ECYI should relate to the aim of raising awareness and support for the MDGs. The members of the ECYI will join or launch local and national MDG Youth Campaigns as they are planned by TakingITGlobal, the Global Youth Action Network and the Millennium Campaign, bringing together nationwide youth coalitions to:

· Promote the Earth Charter as an ethical background for the MDGs, enabling the targets to be more related to the daily life;

· Raise awareness and understanding of critical global issues and their local ramifications;

· Network youth organizations to build collaboration and nurture a vibrant, action oriented community around common focal areas and issues outlined by the MDGs and the Earth Charter;

· Engage and mobilize young people in lobbying Government and key national stakeholders to develop and implement policies to achieve the MDGs; and

· Launch youth-led action projects geared for MDG implementation, and provide tools that enable these projects. 

Within these coalitions, the members of the ECYI will disseminate the Earth Charter as ethical background and long-term vision statement for the short-term goals and bring in their expertise in leadership training, networking and info-sharing.

The ECYI will explore partnerships with existing organizations and networks on youth-led MDG-linked policy debates and concrete, action-oriented projects.

ECYI members, both new and future, will be encouraged to actively partake in relevant UN inter-governmental processes such as the UN Commission on Sustainable Development and Marrakesh Process. This strategy is vital to bringing the Earth Charter widely heard within global governance structures.

All these efforts aim to strengthen the linkage between the Earth Charter and the MDGs in a more visible and sustainable manner.  

Measures for Success
· Within 2006, we aim to have a well-functioning interactive website;
· By 2007, we aim to make the Earth Charter Youth Initiative self-sustaining with an international secretariat working with sufficient resources;
· By 2007, we aim to have well-functioning and self-sustaining Earth Charter Youth Groups in at least 20 countries. This number is targeted to reach 50 countries by 2010;
· We aim to make the international e-mail network of the ECYI grow to at least 1,000 members worldwide by early 2007 and 5,000 members by 2010;
· Successes, case-studies, and experiences will be documented on the homepage and published in an annual report;
· More endorsements for the Earth Charter will be secured by existing and future ECYGs; and
· Partnerships forged and projects implemented will be significantly increased.
We are grateful to everyone’s efforts in helping to realize these aims.
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