E-Consultation on Youth Participation in Poverty Reduction Strategies

Summary of week 3
How do we make sure that youth are consulted in national development strategies?
· Enhance political will and establish link between the government and young people.

· Making sure that young people selected for national youth forums are true representation of youth.
· The availability of online forums and E-consultation could be useful for governments to reach out to young people to seek their opinion. 
· Government should recognize and work with national youth forums, youth “town-halls”, youth parliaments or youth village councils. If such institutions do not exist Governments should support the creation of such institutions. 
· Informal consultations are a means to reach the grassroots (i.e. questionnaires, school outreach and interviews etc) and to get their input reflected in development strategies. This should be done in line with the human rights principles of universality, non-discrimination, non-exclusion and participation.  
· Capacity building for young people to get them prepared for participation and leadership.

· The United Nations, the World Bank and the international community should encourage governments to make it compulsory to include young people in planning, implementation and assessment of development plans. Also, youth organizations should be able to report to the United Nations on their perspectives and needs.

· Adequate funding for youth work and youth organizations is needed to make youth efforts realistic. Furthermore, in order to make consultations happen, consultations need also be included in budgets.
“At the end of the day, development is not about having a pretty plan or press conference - it's about making a real positive change in the lives of people - the lives of people who are in most dire need of this development”
Christine M. Cassar
Youth Delegate to the 61st Session of the United Nations
Malta
How do we make sure that youth issues are included in national development strategies? 

· Youth issues can be included in national development strategies by reviewing these and providing feedback while at the same time allowing young people to be part of working groups and drafting committees. 
· Legal framework that guarantees youth membership and participation in development strategy commissions, agencies and working groups. 
· Enhancing youth knowledge and capacity to participate in elections and electoral processes as another way of making sure that their issues are addressed in development plans.
· Having a practical and sustainable youth policy. This policy could also serve as a sense of direction and monitoring mechanism for youth.

· Youth should organize seminars to let the public and the entire community in which they live be aware of their need in participating in national development.

· If youth are very vocal about their issues, governments will know that they are and should be part of solutions. Forums could be put in place in all regions where youth can voice their opinions. This can be started at the grassroots, regional, provincial and national levels.

“Meeting and talking with the government is a vital part. It is national governments that have the power to take decisions on development strategies”
Muhammad Abdul Wahed Tomal
General Secretary, Youth Forum on ICT
Bangladesh 
Which youth issues should be included in a national development plan?

The following youth issues where suggested to be included in National development plans:

· Participation (especially in parliament) 
· Access to education and employment

· Privacy
· Information and communication technologies
· Access to information (Youth Friendly Services)

· Population growth

· Health (including HIV/AIDS and reproductive health)

· Family life and education included in school curriculum 

· Diversity and culture

· Harmful traditional practices like early marriage

· Gender issues 
· Social justice
· Urban and community development
· Youth and armed conflict
· Intergenerational issues
· Environmental sustainability
· Recreation

· Substance abuse

· Vulnerable youth such as sex workers, children on street, youth with disabilities
· Age-specific indicators
 
Do you know of any “best practices” that have worked?

Many did not know about specific “best practices” but suggested that research could be conducted to learn more about these. Others had experience of which some are mentioned below:
· The National Youth Service Corps/UNICEF lead Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Project in Nigeria is a best practice that has worked. This project was conceived as a development strategy for addressing the HIV/AIDS pandemic by curbing the spread among youth populations in Nigeria. To do this, UNICEF partnered with the National Youth Service Corps. 
· The progress made with girl child education in Kenya was cited as a good case study because many girls now find their way to higher institutions which was earlier dominated by males. 
· In Mozambique a workshop was organized where all provinces were represented. The objective of the workshop was to analyze youth involvement in sexual reproductive program and in UNGASS+5 implementation. The key success of the workshop was because the National Aids Council, UNFPA and UNAIDS trusted young people.
· Establishment of Youth Ministries is another best practice to ensure national priority on youth issues.
“In this Consultation forum we are exchanging information about youth involvement in our respective countries. I think we should create another forum where we would report about how the youth involvement is going in each country so we also could help each other” [edited]
Jeremias Mendes 
Peer Educator (Geração Biz Youth Program), GYCA NFP

Mozambique
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