PROGRAM: SELF HELP DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT UNITED STATES EMBASSY YAOUNDE, CAMEROON 

25TH OCTOBER 2006, FROM 9:00 A.M – 2:00 P.M.
THEME: 
EMPOWERING YOUTHS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
IN CAMEROON 
A  Presentation  by GNGG’s Representative: Mr. Stephen N. Asek, During the Session.


Intro: 

The need to call for a debate to discuss feasible avenues through which the youth in Cameroon can be empowered to meet the country’s present needs, without possibly compromising the ability of the next youth generation to meet their own need is apparent. 

The political operation in Cameroon is yet to consider or include youth in the decision making and policy formulation process of the country. 

Economically, the youth is not in a vantage position because of the economic policy of work experience as a condition for job placement (for the educated class) and lack of material and financial support (land and capital) for the uneducated class. 

Consequently, any meaningful effort towards sustainable development in the country is compromised by a prevailing vicious cycle of :-

· Youth migration 

· Moral decline/Failing Public Ethics 

· Materialism 

· STDs and AIDS prevalence 

· Low Economic and Financial Empowerment and 

· Lack of foresight, amongst Youth Circles.
· Ecological  Restoration
Amidst this conundrum, our premiere challenge is to provide the Youth with a Sustainable Development Foresight that will make the Youth a responsible participant who feels he has a stake in the sustainable development process of the nation.   By this action, a strong platform will be readily make to wit-off  the existing, irresponsible attitude of “exploit the little you have today for the brief time you have it, because that is the only way you can feed your self and your family today.  Tomorrow, the next generation, the planet, they must look after themselves”. 

EMPOWERMENT CHANNELS:
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 
OBJECTIVES: 
· To  reverse the damaging effects Youth migration has on the sustainable growth of Cameroon’s economy.  (loss of creativity, potential human resource, and finance). 

· To curb poverty and idleness amongst Youth Circles. 

· To empower the Youth economically, we will have to apply a two way mechanism of YEY and GEY.  That is Youth Empowering Youths (YEY) and Government Empowering Youths (GEY). 

But first we have to map out the target economic fields we desire to train, develop or harness the potentials of Youths for Sustainable Development. 

A) AGRICULTURE (Sustainable Agriculture) 

· Sustainable Forest Management 

· Sustainable Livestock / Fishery Production

· Sustainable Food Production 

· Sustainable Tourism 

B) BUSINESS MANAGEMENT (Sustainable Business Management) 

· Training and Development (of small and medium size youth enterprises) of marketing skills and strategies for young entrepreneurs.
The first mechanism for empowering Youths is to empower “able Youths” that is Youths who have the capacity and potential to be able to teach or empower other Youths in the field and measure in which they have been empowered (cross fertilization of Youth skill and potentials). 

For example; to bring the Youth to play a role in sustainable agriculture, programmers could be set up to train a target youth group to go and empower another target group. Such as in Forest Management.  Cameroon has the potential of becoming a world heritage site if the forest is sustain ably managed. (  environmentally rich in epiphytic, bryophytes, faunal an floral) 

“Able Youths” could be randomly selected and empowered in: 

a) Biodiversity Monitoring: That is to provide them with an insight into the current biological richness of the nation or specific areas (regions, how they can be persevered and the species that are at threat by their uncontrollable use by the surrounding local population.    Through biodiversity survey and monitoring by the Youth (botanical and zoological survey teams) biodiversity and socio economic  data could be gathered that will help in planning and development of the tourism industry. 

b) Community Forest Preservation:  Each Youth Community in Cameroon should be encourage to preserve a forest.  Therefore the Youth can be empowered in Community forest management and ownership, tree planting and water catchments, information discrimination/community sensitization and advocacy for community forest preservation at the level of government. 

These Youths will be  empower to move out and empower other Youth Communities by organizing community workshops on forest laws, various alternatives to hunting, (bee-farming, fish farming) bush fire campaigns were communities will be educated on the harmful effects of rampant wild fires on the environment.  (case in point, Yoke, Banga, Mufenge village etc).  Nursery establishments for reforestation purposes, soil erosion prevention and for income generation. 

Sustainable Livestock / fishery Production 

Local Youth can be selected and empowered in the lives – stock sector with focus on sheep, goat and pig farming, fish farming, wild animal domestication, poultry and rabbits.  A program should be put in place to assist these Youths to set up individual goat, pig, sheep and pig farms by supplying them with improved species, technical advice, and information. 

Sustainable Food Production 

The Youth can be empowered to cultivate food crops for subsistence and income.  For example, in the areas of: Agro forestry – Cassava, Soya Beans, Maize, Irish potatoes, cocoyam, groundnuts, yams and beans cultivation should be encouraged.  

Organic Gardening; Youth should be helped in the growing of vegetables and provided assistance in terms of storage facilities and market roads.  The reinforcement of tree – crop farming such as cocoa and coffee through the provision of subventions will greatly attract youths once more in the production of these crops. 

The purpose of the YEY mechanism of Youth Empowerment for sustainable development is to bring youths into the center stage of development and making them responsible and accountable for the continues development of their society by empowering them systematically.  That is a handful of them who will go out and empower others (YEY). 

B. Sustainable business management 

Providing Young Entrepreneur, traders and business men and women with training in sustainable business management of small and medium size enterprises.  Either in staging up one, or in sustaining one.  (petite traders taxi-men, phone boot owners, cyber café operators, hair-dressers, restaurant owners, small micro-financial institutions etc).

A good study of the business landscape of Cameroon will reveal that few medium size business overtime have succeeded in transforming themselves into big corporations or multi-nationals, while many small size businesses continually remain small.  There is need for the government to step in and empower the youth businessmen and managers in its objective to arrive at sustainable economic development.  

GEY the mechanism of Government Empowering Youths should be a sought of government policy designed to integrate youths into the economy system of the country. 

GEY can be done in two ways:-  Discrimination policy

Firstly, through the practicing of a discrimination policy where Banks could award loans by cutting down the interest rates on Young entrepreneurs.  As a safeguard banks can follow up to ensure that the loans have been invested in a business venture. 

Tax Discrimination Policy 

Another means of empowering Youths is for the government to practice a tax discrimination policy where a lower tax levy could be issued out to youths venturing in business for the first time and within a certain age bracket so as to encourage new initiatives and competition in the business market.  Other issues include reducing lost of certifying documents and a committed efforts to reduce administrative procedures for registering a business in Cameroon. 

Providing Consultancy/Training Programs for Young Managers and entrepreneur (GEY) 

Through existing bodies such as the National Employment Fund (NEF) and the Ministry of Small and Medium Size Enterprises (MINSME), government should fortify existing programs that will give proper training and offer counseling and consultancy services to young entrepreneurs on how to set up a business and how to grow or sustain small and medium size businesses. 

Reinforcement of youth training centers 

The equipping and re-enforcement of youth Centres and their training programs are important steps to empower Youths for sustainable development in Cameroon.  Existing courses and training programs in most government owned Youth Training Centres and other bodies like OIC, Youth and Animation Centre have to be revisited and adjusted to meet the presence market demand.  Government has to create new Youth Programs targeting the current market demand to empower the youths for globalization challenges. 

Youths should be encourage through education to enter into joint ownership and partnership in business to survive. 

2. Moral Empowerment 

Objective: 

To improve the moral attitude and public ethics of Youth in the society; in order to secure an unadulterated moral transfers of valves to preceding youth generations. 

We have to target the various channels through which the youth can be kept morally clean and acquaint themselves with moral lessons and the benefits of moral up – bringing in the life of a youth. 

Such channels are: 

The Home: 

In the home, we have the family and our target are the parents.  The same strategy that was employed by the government to educate parents on family control methods can be used as channels to educate parents on how to moralize their children.  For example:  an expectant mother should be offered child moral lessons along side maternity education.  This means that during delivery counseling sections, health – officials can be instructed to make moral education a component part of the exercise. 

The school: 

Moral education should be added as a component part of the study of guidance counselors.  Guidance counselors should orientate school students not only on their career prospect but also on the aspect of morality and public ethics. 

The Society: 

Government censorship via legislature of radio and TV stations and internet café that permit the view of immoral sites. 

Right Judgment of Value

Objectives : - Empower Youths with the right value of judgment to reduce the impact of Icon Effect-Bush-Faller Effect on the Youth in Society. 

· To provide youth with a new measure in the classification of values and  an appraisal of public performance at all levels. 

Empowerment Channels: 

Moral orientation and value appraisal programs/Workshops for actors in the Youth Sector like Civil Societies and other state-holders who exercise a high degree of influence on Youths. 

In fact, societies that are back-up by government have to see to the re-classification of values in both the public and private sectors. 

To empower Youths Morally, Parents, schools and the public have to sensitize and educate the youth to:

· Respect a good legacy rather than a good property (antithesis to corruption, embezzlement and bribery) 

· Hard work, transparency, honesty and respect should be the yard-stick to ascribe honor and greatness. 

· A reinforcement of the merit system or public manifestation of the measure of merit. 

· Knowledge, hard work and excellence should be projected above materialism and tribal and political affiliations.

Through this kind of presentation society can be able to reverse the negative impact wrong rote model are having on youths in Cameroon. (Not bearing out the globalization effects) 

Programmes:

· The setting up of moral award schemes and medals for ethics and morality in schools etc.  (e.g. saving the life of someone, resisting corruption etc).

· The creation of radio/TV programs where Youths of exemplary moral aptitude can be brought in to share and exchange.   And by publicly awarding Youths of distinguished moral character. 
· Legalizing religious studies in schools as a form of moral education. Or approving certain portions of the bible connected to morality and other religion to be taught in schools and other public places. 
3. Empowering Youths Against STDs and AIDs  
4. Applying  Restrictive Measures
· Restrictive Measures:-  Empowering Youths against STDs/AIDs can take two dimensions; 

1. Individual Responsibility to apply restrictive measures on his/her social habit, life-style and behavior. 

2. Government taking on the initiative to protect the country’s future population and thus apply restrictive measures on: 
Alcoholism: 

· Government should place an age limit on the purchase and consumption of alcohol and check its national application. 
· Night-club Access, government should place an age limit for entry into Night-Clubs.

· Such restrictive measures should be intended to target secondary school students, high school and university students. 
· Night clubs and bars that serve under age Youths should be immediate requested to slut-down. 

4. Economic and Financial Empowerment 
Proper  coordination of Youth Resources.  Economic and financial empowerment for our Youths may not necessary be the financial aspect but the need for assistance in the coordination of Youth resources and potentials. 
A good number of Youths in the rural areas of Cameroon have the energy and power needed to boast-up our agricultural sector.  But sadly enough probably because of lack of guidance, assistance and coordination this power is wasted in the carrying/lifting of cargo in most of our markets and motor-parks.  
Therefore, we can empower these Youths by directing their power in the appropriate sectors.  Train them on Agro forestry and organic farming where they will effectively employ their energy and reap proper economic results. 
As for the educated class, there are a lot of social problems on ground today for which they can be valuable research instruments.  Government can recruit them as young researchers and place them on different research study areas.  Thus, preparing them for the future.  
C. Youth Community Empowerment by Specialization
Just as CERAC, has created separate HIV/AIDS community groups all over the country.  Youths can be group in similar fashion to undertake a common activity as the level of their community in collaboration with the village or community council. Such as drainage, tree planting, clean-up campaign , adult education, human right and anti-corruption education. 

Skill development and allocation by community, is a good way to give focus to youths and their community in the fight against a common problem or in  any effort to meet a particular need. 
Finally, as far as the future is concern there is every reason to drill the youth on a culture to search for information.  A hand-full of Youths in primary and secondary schools do not have access to a school library therefore most of them do not know how to get what and where  to find what. The  provision of access to  potential information is a key item in sustainable development and empowerment of youths in Cameroon. 
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