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We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Executive Director of UNFPA, Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, for supporting this initiative to better the lives of young people in the world. Our appreciation also goes to Laura Laski - Chief of the Adolescent and Youth Cluster (UNFPA), for her continuous support to the issues of young people. We also acknowledge the support and advice of UNFPA Staff: Mona Kaidbey, Akinyele Dairo, Mark Schreiner, Saskia Schellekens, Sylvia Wong, Martine Mangion, Clara Rodriguez; Julie Larsen of UN DESA and Xuesong Shen of UNESCO.
Our appreciation also goes to the Youth Unit of the World Bank and the World Development Report Team of the World Bank. We also want to thank the team of TakingITGlobal, led by Franziska Seel and Mike Furdyk for technical support and for ensuring the smooth development of this E-Consultation. 
Finally, we appreciate and are greatly thankful to all the young people who actively participated in the E-Consultation.

The report was prepared by Theophilus Ekpon and Charlotte Juul Hansen.
INTRODUCTION 
Young people play a crucial role in the prospect for development and should be included in every National Development Plan based on the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). But reality shows that attention to youth has not been sufficient and more needs to be done to make sure that special attention is given to young people, especially with regards to education, employment and health. The PRSPs, which are a condition for debt relief under the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative as well as for concessional loans from the World Bank, are prepared by governments through a participatory process involving civil society and development partners, including the World Bank and the UN. This participatory process provides the opportunity for young people to voice their concerns and be included in the PRSPs but the question is: up to which extent young people are actually involved in this process? 
Objectives of the E-Consultation

The E-consultation was convened to identify young people working on and involved in National Development Plans and to learn about experiences on youth participation in Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) and other development plans. It was also convened to get recommendations from young people on the way forward in making sure their issues are involved in National Development Plans. The conclusions of the E-Consultation are expected to feed into the upcoming UNFPA-World Bank workshop on 24-26 January 2007, titled “Young People in Poverty Reduction Strategies: Investing in the next generation”.

Methodology


The E-consultation, which was organized by UNFPA using the ICT platform of TakingITGlobal, took place over a period of three weeks from 1 November until 21 November 2006. The dialogue focused on three areas, one discussed per week: (1) the current levels of youth participation (2) thematic issues in PRSPs of relevance to youth and identified gaps (3) and finally how young people want these issues to be resolved. Each week had three to five questions which participants responded to.  The moderators summarized the contributions of each week. 
For more information on the E-consultation please visit: 
http://groups.takingitglobal.org/YouthandPRSPs
Participation
About 320 young leaders from over 50 countries joined in the E-Consultation. Majority of the participants were between the ages of 17 and 25 years old and a few of them were between 25 and 35 years old. They are leaders of youth serving organizations in their various localities and countries. They have vast experience in health (including sexual and reproductive health), employment, education and other issues that border on the development of young people. The countries they come from include:
· Armenia

· Australia

· Bangladesh

· Benin

· Botswana

· Brazil

· Bulgaria

· Cambodia

· Cameroon

· Canada
· Chile

· Colombia
· Congo

· Congo, DR

· Costa Rica

· Cote D’Ivoire

· Denmark

· Egypt

· Eritrea

· Ethiopia

· France

· Gabon

· Gambia
· Georgia
· Germany

· Ghana
· Guyana
· Haiti

· India
· Italy
· Kenya

· Lesotho

· Liberia

· Madagascar

· Malawi 

· Malta

· Mexico

· Mozambique
· Niger
· Nigeria

· Netherlands 

· Pakistan

· Philippines

· Poland

· Romania 

· Rwanda
· Senegal
· Sierra Leone

· Singapore

· Somalia

· South Africa
· Sweden
· Tanzania

· Togo

· Trinidad and Tobago

· Uganda

· United Kingdom

· United States

· Vanuatu
· Vietnam
· Zambia
· Zimbabwe
Moderators

The E-Consultation was moderated by:

Charlotte Juul Hansen: She holds a master’s degree in public policy with a concentration on population and development. She currently works in the Technical Support Division of UNFPA with a special focus on the Millennium Development Goals and development strategies. Prior to joining UNFPA, she was involved in the Danish Youth Council and President of Dansk ICYE, a youth organization in Denmark. 

Franziska Seel: She is currently the MDG Program Adviser of TakingITGlobal and presently completing her thesis towards a master’s degree in sociology. She also held the position of Millennium Campaign Youth Editor and Communications Coordinator for TakingITGlobal. Prior to her joining TakingITglobal, she was a delegate of the German National Youth Council to the UN World Youth Forum in 2001.

Theophilus Ekpon: He holds a bachelor’s degree and is presently a Special Youth Fellow with UNFPA where he works on Population, Development and Poverty Reduction Strategies. He is member of the UNFPA/WORLD BANK working group on Youth and Poverty and was President of Youth Initiators Nigeria where he helped in convening an annual National Youth Leadership Training Summit for Young Leaders in Nigeria. He was also a volunteer for the Enugu State Action Plan Committee on HIV/AIDS.

WELCOME MESSAGE FOR THE E-CONSULTATION
Message from Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director of UNFPA 

Thank you all for taking out time to join in this Global E-Consultation on Youth and Poverty. I find it a pleasure and a source of joy to declare open this E-Consultation for young leaders from around the world! What an occasion to dialogue with you: the leaders of today's global youth movement and of tomorrow's world! 

Let's agree on some basics: ending poverty is not just to have more money but it is to have plenty of opportunities: it is to have dreams and to be able to chase those dreams. There are millions of young people like you looking for opportunities, for decent jobs. There are millions of girls who dream about continuing their education, young girls who fantasize about marrying when they wish, certainly not as children, and who hope to enjoy their right to protect themselves from early pregnancy and infections.

I always say that at the most basic level all young people have the right to education, health and safety. If all are given the information, choices and opportunities, they will live healthier and more productive lives.

You are a creative and energetic resource that we must cultivate and nourish. You are the agents of change and we need to hear from you about pressing issues such as the one on poverty elimination. Many thanks for taking part in this consultation.
SUMMARY OF WEEK 1 
Week 1 discussed youth participation in National Development Strategies.
Question 1

Have you or do you know of other young people who have been involved in a development strategy in your country and how? 
Responses

· Many respondents have been involved in development strategies in their countries but most of them at local levels. Very few had experience with National Development Strategies.
· Of the few who have been involved at the national level, most have not always been so because they were identified to represent youth but because they had another position that involved them in the process.
· Many feel and/or experience that the involvement of youth in National Development Strategies is limited. Only a handful of respondents have positive responses to the involvement of youth.
· The majority of respondents have been involved in local initiatives like volunteerism, civic education etc geared towards alleviating poverty.
· Some of the respondents are involved in MDGs projects at local level.
Question 2

Have you or do you know of other young people who have been part of the consultative process in the development of a PRSP in your country (by consultative process we mean working groups, panels, taskforce etc as part of an official initiative)?
Responses 

· Only few young people or youth organizations were involved in the consultative process of their respective country PRSPs.
· In some countries youth have been consulted for other purposes like the fight against HIV/AIDS but no consultation have been made specifically with regards to National Development Processes.
· Some young people say their countries prefer to employ the services of consultants to the detriment of young people whom most of these policies affect directly.
· A few say that the poor and vulnerable are not consulted and hence their views are not well reflected.
“The government is extremely cautious in planning my country’s development, with the main actors being high level civil servants. You generally will not see youth involvement in any policy development, unless they happen to be young (younger than 35) outstanding civil servants rising the rank”
Bernise Ang,
Founder of the Singapore International Youth Council
Singapore
Question 3

How are the voices of youth perceived (accepted/respected)?

Responses

· Some are of the opinion that youth participation is encouraged in their countries but that their views are not always respected.

· Others feel young people are excluded or marginalized in decision making processes in their countries.
· A few feel youth inputs are well reflected in the overall national development documents but not acted upon.

· Few think that youth are respected and that they are encouraged to carry on the humanitarian work they do.
“If our leaders, politicians, policy makers really believe that the future of a country lies in the hands of the Youth, then it¹s time to practice what they preach”
Aaron Lawson,
Youth development worker and Teacher
Ghana

Suggestions and Comments
· Some young people are of the opinion that the thematic issues that border on young people should be included in National Youth Policies.
· Others are of the opinion that the international community should put in more effort to facilitate youth involvement in policy making in their respective countries and especially the PRSPs.

· Africa Development Forum V has been suggested as another platform to create awareness and educate governments on the need to include young people in national development processes (i.e. the PRSPs).

· Some young people see this E-Consultation as a wake up call to be actively involved in poverty reduction strategies in their countries.

· Some suggest that corruption and illegal acquisition of funds to alleviate poverty under their respective poverty alleviation schemes have hindered the overall process and implementation.
“The time has arrived for the voices of young people to be taken into consideration in planning, implementation, and monitoring of development processes. I believe young people have a crucial role in ensuring accountability of all actors. It should be an inclusive process because when development fails, it is young people who bear the brunt on a daily basis. Effective youth participation is sine qua non to the success of the MDGs”

Chukwumuanya Igboekwu, MD
                                                                          Health Program Associate 

                                                                       Physicians for Social Justice
                                                                                                         Nigeria
SUMMARY OF WEEK 2 

Week 2 focused on the content of PRSPs and other development strategies and how youth issues were addressed in a broader context of the Millennium Development Goals.

Question 1

How was education addressed?

Responses

· Many respondents said young people in their countries now have 
access to free education for the entire primary school education and 
some for the first three years of secondary school education while 
others for the entire secondary education with priority given to girls. 
However, parents still have to pay for books, uniforms etc which makes 
it impossible for some children to go to school. Also, corruption means 
that some parents have to pay teachers or schools though officially 
there are no fees· 

· A few made mention of increase in coverage of secondary education as an intervention by their governments.
· Others highlighted school feeding programme as a very successful intervention that has increased the number of students going to and staying in schools but were concerned about mechanisms in place to make this sustainable.

· Some participants also referred to poor quality of education and how national policies are now addressing this by mandating institutions of learning to focus on breeding high quality human resources.

· Again, a few participants made mention of bursary awards to students, student loan schemes, comprehensive policies on research and development etc as interventions by their governments to improve access to and quality of education in their countries..
· Others referred to technical and vocational education receiving governmental attention.

· Some respondents' highlighted access to information and communication technologies at all levels of education
· Some mentioned governmental interventions permitting universities to attract private-sector funding and other mechanisms to cover operational costs.

· Finally, it was mentioned that even though education was well addressed in national plans it still needs financing and increased international support.
"Most youths wonder about phrases like the Millennium Development Goals for they exist only on paper. Primary education in Cameroon is free but for the fact that the system is corrupt leaves doubt. The procedures involved in getting admitted (bribery and favoritism) into government primary institutions makes it even more expensive than when fees where paid".
Ntamack John Billon
Project Coordinator, Victorious Youth Movement
Cameroon

Question 2

How was employment addressed?
Responses

· Participants acknowledged that unemployment rates among young 
people are still very high (including among educated youths). However, respondents noted that mechanisms have been put in place in their country to address the issue of unemployment such as life skills acquisition centers, youth employment schemes, tax incentives to those who employ the services of young people, employment information Centers, microfinance institutions and self employment initiatives.
· Some participants said their country’s PRSPs advocate for the use of education as a tool for improving the quality of life through skill acquisition and job creation for poverty reduction.
· Some respondents pointed at the private sector as their government's target for job creation. In addition, some governments have vowed to create an enabling environment by adopting specific sectoral programmes for the private sector to strive.
· Majority of participants pointed out that their governments made a special provision for rural development, promotion of small and medium scale enterprises and national employment policies in addressing the issue of employment.

"Fortunately and unfortunately, successive governments have developed uncoordinated and scattered, employment programmes without having developed a clear national youth employment policy or framework for action" 

Cyril Nii-Offei France
Save Children Now, Co-Director
Ghana

Question 3

How was health addressed?

Responses

· Some respondents talked about health insurance schemes that now enable a large proportion of youth to access health services.
· Some argued that the government is making an effort to make health accessible to people but that lack of hospitals, health workers and commodities is a major setback in their health sector development plans. This might also lead to people preferring traditional medicine.
· Others said their governments are putting in place effective, good quality and affordable primary health care services as a measure to promote health care and reduce diseases like HIV/AIDS.
· Drug regulation and sexual and reproductive health policy with special attention to maternal, child health and youth friendly reproductive health services was mentioned as interventions by governments.
· A few argued that young people where not given special attention in health issues in their PRSPs as they where not referred to as vulnerable groups but as part of the entire population.
· Others argued that private hospitals are so expensive that the poor cannot afford it.
"Drugs and sexual issues are almost not addressed except a few and small programs" 

Chaverri Pablo
Costa Rica
Question 4

If you have experience with the process, which of these areas were difficult to include and why?

Responses

· Few respondents answered this question but employment was mentioned as the most difficult issue tackled.
Question 5
Are there other areas than education, health and employment where youth issues were included and how?

Responses
· A few respondents highlighted Social protection of the vulnerable i.e. enabling environment for child protection and fight against child labor as another issue addressed.
· A few others made mention of rural development, participation, culture, recreation sports, gender, prevention and control of HIV/AIDS and other STIs, and regional gaps as youth issues that where also addressed.
Suggestions and Comments
· Some participants suggested that diagnostic tools and policies are not enough but strategies and resources to forge ahead is what matters most.
· Others made mention of the Africa Peer Review Mechanism and National Youth Councils as avenues to advocate for the inclusion of the youth thematic issues in development plans.
SUMMARY OF WEEK 3 

Week 3 focused on the way forward for involvement of youth and youth issues in National Development Strategies.

Question 1

How do we make sure that youth are consulted in National Development Strategies?

Responses

Respondents suggested the following:

· Enhance political will and establish link between the government and young people.
· Making sure that young people selected for national youth forums are true representatives of youths.
· Government should consider the use of virtual platforms to reach out to young people to seek their opinion.

· Government should recognize and work with national youth forums, youth "town-halls", youth parliaments or youth village councils. If such nstitutions do not exist Governments should support the creation of such institutions.
· Informal consultations are a means to reach the grassroots (i.e. questionnaires, school outreach and interviews etc) and to get their input reflected in development strategies. This should be done in line with the human rights principles of universality, non-discrimination, non-exclusion and participation. 
· Capacity building for young people to get them prepared for participation and leadership.
· The United Nations, the World Bank and the international community should encourage governments to make it compulsory to include young people in planning, implementation and assessment of development plans. Also, youth organizations should be able to report to the United Nations on their perspectives and needs.
· Adequate funding for youth work and youth organizations is needed to make youth efforts realistic. Furthermore, in order to make consultations happen, consultations need to also be included in budgets.

"At the end of the day, development is not about having a pretty plan or press conference - it's about making a real positive change in the lives of people - the lives of people who are in most dire need of this development".
Christine M. Cassar
Youth Delegate to the 61st Session of the United Nations GA
Malta

Question 2

How do we make sure that youth issues are included in National Development Strategies?
Responses

Respondents suggested the following

· Youth issues can be included in National Development Strategies by reviewing them and providing feedback while at the same time allowing young people to be part of working groups and drafting committees.
Legal framework that guarantees youth membership and participation in development strategy commissions, agencies and working groups.
Enhancing youth knowledge and capacity to participate in elections and electoral processes as another way of making sure that their issues are addressed in development plans.
· Having a practical and sustainable youth policy. This policy could also serve as a sense of direction and monitoring mechanism.
· Youth should organize seminars to let the public and the entire community in which they live be aware of the need for them to participate in national development.
· Youths should be very vocal about their issues so that governments will know that they should be part of solutions. Forums could be put in place in all regions where youth can voice their opinions. This can be started at the grassroots, regional, provincial and national levels.
"Meeting and talking with the government is a vital part. It is national governments that have the power to take decisions on development strategies".
Muhammad Abdul Wahed Tomal
General Secretary, Youth Forum on ICTs
Bangladesh

Question 3
Which youth issues should be included in a National Development Plan?
Responses

The following youth issues where suggested to be included in National Development Plans:

· Participation (especially in parliament)

· Access to education and employment

· Privacy

· Information and communication technologies

· Access to information (Youth Friendly Services)

· Population growth

· Health (including HIV/AIDS and reproductive health)

· Family life and education included in school curriculum

· Diversity and culture

· Harmful traditional practices like early marriage

· Gender issues

· Social justice

· Urban and community development

· Youth and armed conflict

· Intergenerational issues

· Environmental sustainability

· Recreation

· Substance abuse

· Vulnerable youth such as sex workers, street children, youth with disabilities

· Age-specific indicators

Question 4

Do you know of any "best practices" that have worked?

Responses

Many did not know about specific "best practices" but a few suggested the following:

· The National Youth Service Corps/UNICEF lead Reproductive Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention Project in Nigeria is a best practice that has worked. This project was conceived as a development strategy for addressing the HIV/AIDS pandemic by curbing the spread among youth populations in Nigeria. To do this, UNICEF partnered with the National Youth Service Corps.
· The progress made with girl child education in Kenya was cited as a good case study because many girls now find their way to higher institutions which were earlier dominated by males.
· In Mozambique a workshop was organized where all provinces were represented. The objective of the workshop was to analyze youth involvement in sexual reproductive health programs and in UNGASS+5 implementation. The workshop was successful and representative of youth because the National Aids Council, UNFPA and UNAIDS involved young people.
· Establishment of Youth Ministries is another best practice to ensure national priority on youth issues.

"In this Consultation forum we are exchanging information about youth involvement in our respective countries. I think we should create another forum where we would report about how the youth involvement is going in each country so we could help each other"
Jeremias Mendes
Peer Educator (Geração Biz Youth Program), GYCA NFP
Mozambique
CONCLUSION 
The E-Consultation shows that very few of the participants were involved in consultation and development processes of their country’s PRSP or other National Development Strategies. It also created an opportunity to identify young people who have been involved in the development of their PRSPs to come and present their experience at the workshop in January 2007. 

Furthermore, only few participants had deep knowledge of PRSPs prior to joining the E-Consultation and the dialogue created awareness of these processes and the important role of young people. The E-Consultation also provided the opportunity to learn about the experiences of those who have been involved in PRSPs or other national and local development strategies. The major thematic issues relevant to youth covered in the discussion are education, heath, employment and youth participation. 
The E-Consultation opened up opportunities for young people to share experiences on participating in PRSPs and National Development Strategies. As the summaries above show, participants proposed several ideas on how to move forward. One idea we would like to emphasize in this conclusion is the idea on advocacy campaigns to governments on including young people in the consultation process of PRSPs and National Development Strategies as well as integrating young people’s issues in these processes. They also suggested that these processes should be supported by monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to assess progress made and that the advocacy campaigns should be initiated by young people and youth organizations together with the UN and other international and national groups.
The outcome of this E-Consultation also indicates that young people are a creative and energetic resource that everyone must cultivate and nourish from. They are leaders of today and tomorrow and need to be given greater attention in order to eliminate poverty and make our world a better one to live in. 
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