MEETING OUR EVERY NEEDS
Young People’s Reflection on the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS)
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Everyone has a role to play. If everyone plays it well, Nigeria will surely be great again—and soon. In my dreams I see a new Nigeria in the hands of God. …I feel a new Nigeria emerging.
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR

President, Federal Republic of Nigeria

October 2006
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Background

The present report presents an overview of the reflections of young people in Nigeria on the Nigeria’s Version of Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper, called National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS).
Nigeria is currently implementing the NEEDSI (NPC, 2005) as well as engaging in its review to develop a NEED 2 that will focus on employment (Obasanjo, 2006) While it is important for Nigeria to continue to evolve and improve her development strategy, there is also an important need to integrate the voice of youth into the emerging NEED 2 to ensure that all their needs are fully addressed. Youth constitute 25% of the National Population (NYP, 2001) and this is a significant stakeholders group that cannot be ignored in nation and development planning.

The National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) is Nigerians homegrown development plan by Nigerians, for Nigerians (NEEDS, 2004) and is Nigerians version of the World Bank/IMF poverty reduction strategy papers, under the highly indebted poor countries Initiative (HIPC)(IMF, 2006). NEEDS is based on three pillars; 1) empowering people and improving social service delivery; 2) fostering economic growth, in particular the Non-oil sector and; 3) enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency of government and improving governance. (IDA/IMF, 2006).

NEEDS is a significant achievement and presents a first attempt to clearly articulate a coherent and comprehensive vision for economic growth and poverty reduction in Nigeria. (ibid) complementary to NEEDS are various poverty reduction programmes both at the local government, state and national levels. Between 1999 and 2005, Nigeria’s poverty levels dropped from 75 percent to 52 percent (NAPEP, 2OO4). There are Key targets set by NEEDS in the areas of employment generation/entrepreneurship, health and education. Nigeria’s ability to translate the core ideas presented in NEEDS is a strategic opportunity towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

The document is the result of painstaking efforts of many young people across Nigeria to reflect on how young people have fared within the context of NEED 1 and how to ensure that their needs are most effectively integrated into NEEDS 2. It is aimed to serve as a tool to inform government on what the priorities of youth should be included in NEEDS 2 as well as advocacy document for youth both at the National and state levels to bring to the forefront common issues /priorities in the development process of NEED, SEEDS and LEEDS.

Between 1991 and 2006, the youth population in Nigeria, defined as persons between 15 and 25 years of age, has grown from 22.5 million to over 30 million. Young people currently comprise over 25% of the Nigerian Population. (National Youth Policy, 2001)

In addition to the youth population, 32.40% of the total populations are children below the age of 10years. If these two groups are taken together, the population of Nigerians below the age of 35 comprise more than half of the population (NPC, 2002) while the growth in the combined share of these two groups has slowed due to education, less emphasis on polygamy, and medical science over the past 10years, in absolute numbers there are more young people than ever before.

It is important to note that the generation of youth that witnessed the adoption and implementation of NEEDS 1 are gradually being replaced by a new generation of young men and women. Each of the issues that were identified in the NEEDS 1 remains relevant for both current and future generations of young people in Nigeria. Some important trends on each of these issues are addressed in this document.

However, it should be recognized that there have been many economic and political changes in Nigeria since 1991, thus new and additional issues of concern to young people have appeared; globalization, increase in the use of ICT both having disproportional effects on young peoples lives, the spread of HIV/AIDS, the increase in participation of young people in armed conflicts, both as victims and perpetrators; the growing importance of intergenerational relations in our ageing society etc.

This document seeks to answer the following questions: How has the NEEDS 1 affected the lives of young people?  How far have the issues identified been addressed? How have the young people benefited from the NEEDS 1? What were the challenges, shortcomings of youth participation, how were they involved in the implementation and how can they be involved in the NEEDS II. 
1.2    Statement of the Problem

The federal government of Nigeria introduced the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) in May 2004. It is Nigeria’s blue print for development, which will help achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). NEEDS has four key strategic policy thrusts: poverty reduction, wealth creation, employment generation and value-re-orientation.

NEEDS I is about to elapse which will automatically usher in the NEEDS II. Despite the significant progress that has been made, it is worth noting that unemployment; gender inequality, illiteracy, hunger and poverty persist irrespective of government’s efforts to combat them within the framework of NEEDS. There is no database on the number of unemployed citizens in Nigeria, it is estimated that 13% of the Nigerian people are unemployed.  70% of such are unskilled young people between the ages of 13-25 years (MDG Report, 2005). Most of these young people live in rural areas where over 51.6% live below the international poverty line of 1dollar per day (UNFPA, 2005). It is totally unacceptable that of the over 3million people living with HIV/AIDS, the prevailing rate among those between ages 15-24 is 5.4% and those between age 25-29 are 5.6% probably the highest prevalent rate. (FMH, 2003) 

Education plays a key role in the process of social and economic development and the future of a country is as bright as the quality of its adolescents and young adults. Education confers opportunities and skills necessary for a better quality of life and sustainable economic growth. The 1991 census report revealed that 4million youth between the ages of 12-24 are illiterates (UNPFA, 2005). A survey (2003) shows that only 37% of the youth aged 12-17 attends secondary school and large proportion fall outside the official age range of their levels (NDHS, 2003/2004)

Part of the goal of NEEDS is to inculcate in young people the virtues of discipline, strong work ethic, enterprise, thrift and savings and curbing of waste. However, cultism, illegal bunkering, armed conflicts, pipeline vandalisation has been on the increase since 1999 in some parts of the country. What strategies have the government put in place to ensure that such vices are reversed and the positive values imbibed by young people?

1.3 Objectives of the Study

The ultimate purpose of this study is to:

· Identify the most important concerns, challenges and priorities of young Nigerians;
· Identify gaps between the NEEDS1 strategy and the needs and aspirations of young people as well as find key solutions to these challenges from the point of view of youths;

· Document and widely disseminate the thoughts of young people on NEEDS and use it as a basis for advocacy for youth inclusion in the NEEDS review process.

  1.4    Methodology

Data for this study was collected from primary and secondary sources. Secondary data was obtained from publications from The United Nations, World Bank/IMF publications on Nigeria and Africa and the Internet. There was generally a lack of data pertaining to youth participation in PRSP process, however particular examples were derived from experiences of Malawi, Mauritania and Brazil which have been highlighted as best practices in youth participation in PRSP processes. Primary data sources include a survey of 12 youth from the six geopolitical zones of Nigeria totaling 120, and a focused group discussion held in Port Harcourt. The first draft of this document was also discussed extensively at stakeholders meeting held in Yenagoa of Bayelsa State which brought together youth from the 36 states of Nigeria. Data was collected on key issues related to education, employment/entrepreneurship, youth participation and access to services, particularly health services.

. This mix of both qualititative and quantitative data makes the research effort unique in its light and present the results as the views of young people from across Nigeria.

1.5 Significance of the Study

NEEDS is the Nigeria’s plan for prosperity. It is the people’s way of letting the government know what kind of Nigeria they wish to live in, now and in the future.

NEEDS is a living document that needs to be reviewed from time to time. It is Nigeria’s plan for prosperity and government. If there is imbalance and lopsidedness in the planning, implementation and evaluation of the NEEDS, then the dream of a better Nigeria will be aborted. Hence the increased knowledge of NEEDS among young people, will lead to the active involvement of youth in the development plans, the integration of the concerns and the aspirations of the young people will lead to a balanced development plan and action. Young people’s input in NEEDS II will go a long way in making the document to be a true reflection of what the aspirations of the Nigerian people really are. 25 percent of the national population cannot all get it wrong!

1.6 Limitations

Two important caveats to this review are noted. Firstly, the limited scope of the states consultation did not allow for a comprehensive analysis of level of implementation of NEEDS 1 in each state of the Federation. Secondly, the evaluation and implementation of SEEDS in each state and local government is not well documented, this paper provides examples rather than exhaustive review of the NEEDS. In Particular, additional work at State and Local Government level will be needed to better understand the ways of involving young people in the evaluation and implementing of NEEDS. The non-availability of data on youth participation was a major challenge to the completion of this study.  The research was hugely delayed because of serious lack of funds.

1.7 Delimitations

This research did not focus on the entire indicators listed in the NEEDS document. It will focus on four key indicators: education, HIV/AIDS/ Sexual Reproductive Health, employment/ sustainable livelihood, youth participation and poverty eradication. 
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Analysis of NEEDS

National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) is a comprehensive homegrown poverty reduction strategy, equivalent to National Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP) in most developing countries

Before NEEDS, other efforts targeted at reducing poverty and tackling developmental challenges in Nigeria included;

· Poverty Alleviation Programme (PAP)

· Poverty Eradication Programme (PEP)

· Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (IPRSP)

NEEDS is the latest government response to the development challenges of Nigeria. The goal of NEEDS is to mobilize the resources of Nigeria to make a fundamental break with the failures of the past and bequeath a united and prosperous nation to generations to come.

NEEDS, as conceptualized, is a medium term strategy (2003-2007), which derives from the country’s long term goals of poverty reduction, wealth creation, employment generation and value re-orientation. It is a nationally coordinated framework of action in close collaboration with the state, local governments and other stakeholders. The equivalent of NEEDS at state and local government levels are State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (SEEDS) and Local Government Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (LEEDS). The common aim of NEEDS and SEEDS is to mobilize people around core values, principles and programmes of the strategies. It is expected that a coordinated implementation of both programmes will reduce unemployment, poverty and lay a good foundation for sustained development.

The main Strategies of NEEDS are anchored on a tripod;

· Empowering people (social charter or Human Development Agenda). 

· Promoting Private Enterprise and 

· Changing the way government does its work (Reform Government and institution)

However, the social charter underpins the NEEDS programme. It is aimed at all aspects of the socio-economic life, with the aim of reducing poverty and inequality. Despite her great wealth, Nigeria is still considered poor and social development is limited. If the present trend continues, the country is not likely to meet the millennium Development Goals. Part of the MDG’s is the eradication of extreme hunger and poverty, achieving Universal Basic Education (UBE), promotion of gender equality and women empowerment reducing child mortality and halting the spread of HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other diseases by 2015. Under NEEDS, reforms are ongoing in the key sectors of the economy with the objective of poverty reduction through anti-poverty programmes and policies. This is where the aspirations of youths can be met to secure the future of Nigeria!

 A.
 EMPOWERING PEOPLE

NEEDS proposes a contract between the Nigerian people and their government in the form of a social charter or bargain. The social charter refers to the contract between the individual and the government in which the government recognizes the individual’s rights and responsibilities and promises to deliver the basic necessities for a decent human existence. These necessities include potable water, food, clothing, shelter, adequate nutrition basic education, primary health care, productive assets, security and protection from shocks and risks.

People have to be empowered as a means of revitalizing the weakened social pillar. Poverty reduction is the most difficult challenge facing Nigeria and its people and the greatest obstacle to pursuit of sustainable socioeconomic growth. In 1999, it was estimated that more than 70% of Nigerians lived in poverty. To reduce poverty, NEEDS seeks to meet the following broad targets;

· Create about 7million jobs by 2007

· Empower people through education, part of which is strengthening Nigeria’s technological and scientific base by revamping technical, vocational and entrepreneurial education and making optional use of information and communication technologies (ICT) to meet economy’s manpower needs.

The goal of the health component of NEEDS is to improve the health of Nigerians in order to reduce poverty by: Improving environmental health and Tackling the HIV/AIDS challenge

To generate employment, NEEDS seeks to:

· Empower women

· Ensure the welfare of children

· Strengthen safety Nets

· Liberalization sports administration

· Empower youths. 

Youth are to be empowered through specific interventions such as:

·  Expanded opportunities for vocational training and entrepreneurial development

· Provision of facilities for sports and recreation

· Promotion of arts and culture

· Waging a sustained campaign against drug use and abuse, cultism, prostitution and trafficking of women.

Some of the policy thrusts are

· Establishing and maintain enhanced quality and standards through relevant, competency-based curricula and effective quality control of education at all levels.

· Strengthening Nigeria’s technological and scientific base by revamping technical, vocational, and entrepreneurial education and making optimal use of information and communication to meet the economy’s manpower needs.

·  Increasing consumers’ awareness of their health rights and obligations.

B. 
PROMOTING PRIVATE ENTERPRISE

The primary goal of NEEDS is to build a private sector that takes advantage of the opportunities that abound in the domestic, regional and global markets. The government is expected to play the role of a facilitator and promoter in the economy. The government is expected to provide target interventions as incentives to grow the private sector while creating public private partnerships.

The role of the private sector is to take advantage of opportunities for rapid and sustainable growth of a diversified economy, actively work to expand the export base and become internally competitive by improving the quality of products and services and using the skills and professionalism of local human resources.

Government is to transform the structure of the economy by supporting research and development in focal economic sectors as well as stimulate the rapid implementation of the local content policy.

Some of the policy thrusts are

· Providing targeted interventions in the provision of infrastructures, especially to rural areas and vulnerable groups.  

·  Developing science and engineering infrastructure needed to operate efficiently and profitably.

  C. CHANGING THE WAY THE GOVERNMENT DOES ITS WORK

The NEEDS reform agenda for the civil service consists of seven main goals

· Right-size the sector and eliminate ghost workers

· Restore the professionalism of the civil service

· Rationalize, restructure and strengthen institution

· Privatize and liberalize the sector

· Tackle corruption and improve transparency in government accounts, agencies and joint venture oil companies.

· Reduce waste and improve efficiency of government enterprise

· Enhance economic coordination
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Priorities of Youth

Nigeria is a member state of the United Nations. The UN has long drawn the attention of its member states to the important role young people play in the world. So, it first celebrated its international youth year in 1985. In same 1985, the UN Developed and endorsed a guideline for further planning in the field of youth. This enabled them to focus on young people as a broad category comprising various subgroups, rather than a single demographic entity.

In 1995, on the tenth anniversary of International Youth year, the UN adopted an international strategy: the World Programme of Action for Youth to the year 2000 and beyond (WPAY). This strategy was meant to help countries to address more effectively the problems of young men and women and to increase opportunities for their participation in the society. This Programme of action initially identified and focused on ten key priority areas which are Education, Employment, Hunger, Poverty, the environment, Drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure time activities, Girls and young women, to ensure the full and effective participation of youth in the life of the society and in decision-making. But since 1995 the status of youth in various countries are changing and the United Nations identified 5 additional areas of concern for youth, which was adopted by the General Assembly in 2005 during the celebration of the 10 year anniversary of the WPAY. They are Globalization, HIV/AIDS, conflict prevention and intergenerational relations. Five key areas drawn from the WPAY and other frameworks like the MDGs, WPAY, ICPD and UNGASS resolution will form the basis of the analysis in this report.

Education: From the 1991 census, 6.1 million young people between the ages of 12 -24 were illiterates (NPC, 2003) and a survey in 2003 shows that 10.4% male young people and 12.4% of these aged 20 –24 had no formal education (NHRS, 2003). Also, only 37% of youth aged 12 –17 attend secondary school. With the introduction of the UBE programme, school enrollment levels have increased significantly over the last few years, yet there are concerns about the quality of the services delivered. (Nigeria’s EFA Report Card, 2004). Lack of access to information and communication technologies like the Internet has remained a major challenge to young people in Nigeria. A recent study shows that 331 persons per1000 use the Internet in Europe, 92 per 1000 use it in Latin America and just 15 per 1000 in Africa use the Internet (WYR, 2005). The Internet is a key tool for communication, entertainment and education. If ever there was an area where young people are the leaders, not only of tomorrow but also today, it is in the fields of Information and communication technology (ICT) (WSIS Youth Caucus Strategy, 2001). 
 Employment: 13 percent of Nigeria’s populations are unemployed and 70% of those who are unemployed in Nigeria are young people (MDG, 2004). Over 200,000 Nigerians apply for American Visa every year (The Punch Newspaper, 2006). Majority of who are young people. Young people often want to travel to other countries to seek better employment, education and means of livelihood (State of the World Population Report, supplement on youth, 2006). 


Poverty: In absolute terms over 67 million people are living in abject poverty in Nigeria; that is on less that $1 per day (UNDP, 2004). Majority of these are young people who are most often dependent on poor parents and live in rural communities.   

HIV/AIDS: The prevalence rate of HIV/AIDS in Nigeria is about 5.4% translating to over 3.5 million people. The highest rate (5.6%) of infection was among young people aged 20-29 years.

Youth Participation: more than half of Nigeria’s population are young people below the age of 35, however, this population find it extremely difficult to participate in policy and decision-making on issues that affect them. However, being a major stakeholder, youth want to sit at the table to develop policies and programmes that most effectively address their needs and aspirations.

Chapter Four

Comparative Analysis of NEEDS and the priorities of youth

EDUCATION

Government agreed to “improve the level of basic education, skill training and literacy among youth”.

Government agreed to “establish and maintain enhanced quality and standards through relevant, competency-based curricular and effective quality control at all levels”.
Government agreed to “Rehabilitate vocational basic technology and resource centres nationwide”. 

The government agreed to “expand opportunities for vocational training and entrepreneurial development”.

The analysis of the data obtained from the interviews show that the greatest priority of young people in Nigeria is education, 33.3% of the respondents from the six geopolitical zones of the country stated that education is the major need of young people. The respondent used such terms as “free education at all levels”, “empowerment through education”, “qualitative education”, “job opportunities after education”, “information” to clarify their views. This fact was further emphasised when 41.6% of the respondents expressed their desire to see the government give attention to education in the NEEDS 2.They believe that the educational sector needs more attention and funding in form of scholarships and grants etc.

EMPLOYMENT

The government planned to “create 7million jobs by 2007”.

The government planned to “promote targeted youth employment to deal with the short-run consequences of the reform process”.

The government agreed to “ use public works, such as road maintenance and agriculture based schemes to reduce youth unemployment”. 

 Employment ranked as the third priority of young people in Nigeria according to the data from this survey.16.6% of the respondents across the six geopolitical zones of the nation rated employment as the priority of young people. When probed further, the same percentage expressed their desire to see the government pay more attention to industrialisation, science and technological advancement using the available raw materials in the next phase of NEEDS. They believe that when this is done, there will be employment opportunities.

HUNGER AND POVERTY
The government agreed to “ encourage states to develop model rural communities and farm settlements, providing them with feeder roads boreholes, vocational training, simple farm tools and equipments, alternative energy sources, and communication centres to provide a wholesome rural life and reduce the incentives to migrate to urban areas”.

The government agreed to “provide soft agricultural credit and rural finance’.

 Young people believe that there’s a link between unemployment, poverty and hunger.12% of the respondents wants the government to provide basic amenities such as meal tickets, electricity, and health services for its citizens. While 6% wants the government to de-emphasise private sector driven economy, they believe that private sector driven economy widens the gap between the rich and the poor, thereby increasing poverty in the nation.

HEALTH

The government agreed to “ improve the availability and management of health resources by 2007”.

The government agreed to “ improve physical and financial access to good -quality health services”. 

Health ranked as the fourth priority of young people who responded to the questionnaire. Though majority (33.3%) expressed a desire for the government to give more attention to the health sector, they want the health services to be youth friendly and also to get to the grassroots.

FULL AND EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION OF YOUTH IN DECISION MAKING

· In what ways does the government support or promote young people’s participation in decision making? 

· How do young people learn about their rights and responsibilities?

Youth participation in decision –making processes ranked the highest (33.3%) with education as the priority of young people in Nigeria. Young people want to be involved in decision making processes at all levels, especially in things that affect them most. 33.3% of the respondents believe that youth participation in decision-making processes is the strongest priority of young people in Nigeria. Such terms as  “want to be heard”, “want attention” “hate discrimination” “see things for themselves” “transparency and accountability” are words used by the respondents to express the desire of young people to participate in decision making processes at all levels in Nigeria.

HIV/AIDS

The government agreed to “increase ready access to voluntary confidential counselling and testing services to at least 50 percent by 2007”.

The government agreed to the “promotion and adequate funding of programmes to provide the health care needs of youth with serious health problems, such as TB, WF, STD, HIV/AIDS and cancer”.

The highest prevalent rate of HIV/AIDS is among young people (5.6%), yet it seems they are yet to come to terms with this fact. Only 6.15% of the respondents want the government to pay attention to HIV/AIDS in the NEEDS 2.The same percentage of young people wants the stakeholders especially people living with HIV/AIDS to do so openly so that young people can see practical examples. 
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Meeting our every Needs

The survey on the progress made in attaining the NEEDS goals has exposed several weaknesses and strengths. It has revealed the problem of lack of youth participation and above all that NEEDS has not effectively met the aspirations of young people. In respect of all the goals there is a great concern to improve interventions as it relates to young people. This can be achieved through the design and implementation of different programmes and projects as well as investment of huge material and other resources. 
The major weaknesses include lack of specific measurement indicators for the government, youth and civil society to monitor performance as it relates to young people. Due to these weaknesses NEEDS has failed to meet the aspirations of young people thereby endangering the next generation of Nigeria. 
Poverty reduction is essentially the core of the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS).  Poverty, Hunger, Unemployment, are all key priorities for young people.  Young people have suggested that these needs can be met most effectively in the following ways:    

· Education should be broadened to enable young people acquire mandatory Entrepreneurial skills that empower them to be self employed, self dependent and able to contribute to the development of the Nigerian society.

· Non-formal education should be included in the UBE act. Vocational and Technical education should be made mandatory in junior and senior secondary schools.

· Measures to improve access to the Internet and to increase ICT literacy should be supported at all levels of government. The effective use of technology will help to strengthen various forms of youth engagement.

· Vocational and Technical skills training should be made to be creative, innovative and attractive to young people.

· Young people in Nigeria should be provided through education and skills training, with knowledge and confidence to become successful participants in the Nigerian Labour market instead of looking for greener pasture in other countries.

· Cottage industries should be established in localities where certain raw materials are found to enable young people to acquire skills, improve on the acquired skills to become self-reliant.

· The government should make Agricultural loans easily accessible to young people who want to go into agro-business. 

· Youth friendly entrepreneurial Centres should be established to enable young people find information, advice and counselling how to utilise funds and options for generating funds to start their private businesses.

·   Educational support girls and young women should be increased in order to encourage communities and civil society organisations to empower poor families to educate their female children.

· There should be increased funding of education at all levels particularly, educational grants, loans and scholarships should be easily accessible to people who are not able to afford the cost of secondary and tertiary education on their own accord.

· There should be strong emphasis on civic education; rights and responsibilities of young people should be part of the curriculum. Young people should be taught to speak out whenever acts of corruption and violation of their rights are exhibited against them.

· There should be synergy in the funds made available from different agencies and stakeholders in all tiers of government to education in order to ensure effective coordination and easier application process  
· Environmental education and advocacy around Waste Management of biodegradable and non-biodegradable materials should be part of the educational curriculum.

· The usage and implementation of the existing Environmental curriculum should be encouraged.

With regard to improving the health of young people and combating HIV/AIDS the following recommendations were made: 

· The establishment of youth friendly health centres in places where young people can easily have access to them 

· Young people should be encouraged and mobilised to be at forefront of awareness campaigns on HIV prevention as well as the promotion of behavioural and cultural change advocacy efforts.

· The issue of stigmatisation of those infected by HIV/AIDS needs to be addressed and effort intensified to increase access to continuous supply of ARVs. 

· There need to be laws to protect the rights to freedom of association for PLHAs, and also protect them from discrimination.
Chapter 6

Discussion, Recommendations and Conclusion


At the focused group discussion, a number of other pertinent issues related to youth participation and national unity were identified. Some of the key issues raised include:

· Young People everywhere in Nigeria should be seen, as they are – Nigerians without the dichotomy of Indigeneship or Non Indigeneship. They should be free to enjoy the benefit of being citizens of Nigeria in or out of their states of origin. 

· Education should be broadened to enable young people acquire mandatory Entrepreneurial skills that empower them to be self employed, self dependent and able to contribute to the development of the Nigerian society.

· There should be a mechanism for managing crime and criminals.

·  The hierarchy and the bureaucracy in the police force should be reviewed to make them to be youth friendly.

· Facilities for leisure time activities should be made accessible for young people.

· The government should provide protection to young people who report criminal activities to the police.

· Young advocates should be role models.

· Civic and consumer education should be done on regular basis through channels that enlighten people, like the mass media, print media etc
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APPENDAGE

YOUNG PEOPLES RESPONSES TO THE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS.

The following two questions were asked young people from the six geopolitical zones of the country.

1.What do you thing is the most important need or priority of young people in Nigeria?

2.Nigeria is about to start another phase of its NEEDS, what do you think should be the areas or issues to be given priority?

Temitope    Ondo South -West

1. Young people needs attention, recognition and participation in decision making that concerns their lives and well being without discrimination and a sense of insecurity.

2. The second phase of NEEDS should focus on job creation through industrialisation, technological advancement and development of tourism in Nigeria.

Segun   Ondo   Southwest

1. What young people need most is education and shelter.

2. The second phase of NEEDS should focus on proper funding of education at all levels.

Ezinwa   Imo   South East

1. Young people need information, some of which could be gotten through education.  Such information empowers them to make it in life.

2. Priority should be given to health sector while other areas of the economy should also be attended to in the next phase of NEEDS.

Kingsley Ebonyi   SouthEast

1. The priority of young Nigerians is assurance of employment after education or trainings.

2. NEEDS 2 should focus on industrialisation, science and technological advancement using the available or local raw materials in Nigeria.

Victor    Bayelsa   South South

1.Young people need role models and leaders who will inspire them and give them a sense of direction.

2.NEEDS 2 should focus on education and health sector at all levels in the country.

Henry Delta   South South

1.Young people need to b empowered especially through education, so that they can make their own decisions

2.The next NEEDS should focus on education for all at all levels

Nath    Jigawa   North West

1.Youth people Need to see their leaders show accountability and implementation of people oriented policies

2.The next NEEDS should focus on poverty reduction, professionalization of education, strengthening the existing educational system and helping the underprivileged.

Gabriel   Kano     Northwest

1.young people need the assurance of job employment after their education.

2. The next phase of NEEDS should focus on provision of health services at all levels in the country because health is wealth.

Emmanuel   Kaduna  North-East

1. Young people need empowerment through access to quality education at all levels

2. NEEDS should focus on health sector, practical youth orientation and other social services

Adegboye    Adamawa   North East

1.Young people want to be involved in decision-making processes on things that concern them such as policymaking.

2.The next phase of needs should focus on the reorientation of Nigerians through adequate education and national enlightenment.

Esther   Abuja North - Central

1.Young people mostly want to be part of the decision-making processes at all levels in a youth friendly atmosphere, they want to be heard without discrimination.

2.The next NEEDS should focus on the provision and maintenance of essential amenities for Nigerians in every nook and cranny of the country.

Kenneth   Abuja   North Central

1. Youth participation in decision making at all levels of governance is the greatest need of young people in Nigeria.

2. The NEEDS 2 should focus less on private sector driven economy, the government should be actively involved in the provision of services to its citizen in order to reduce the diminishing middle class as well as reduce the widening gap between the rich and the poor.

ABBREVIATIONS

AIDS

-
Acquired Immuno-Defiency Syndrome 

EFA

-
Education For All
HIPC

-
Highly Indebted Poor Countries

HIV

-
Human Immune Virus

ICT

-
Information and Communication Technology

ICPD

-
International Conference on Population and Development

IMF

-
International Monetary Fund

IPRSP

-
Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

LEEDS
-
Local Government Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy

MDG

-
Millennium Development Goals

NAPEP
-
National Poverty Eradication Programme

NDHS

-
Nigeria Demographic and Health Survey

NEEDS
-
National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy

NPC

-
National Planning Commission

NPC

-
National Population Commission

NYP

-
National Youth Policy

PAP

-
Poverty Alleviation Programme

PEP

-
Poverty Eradication Programme

PRSP

-
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

SEEDS
-
State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy 

STD

-
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

TB

-
Tuberculosis

UBE

-
Universal Basic Education

UN

-
United Nations

UNGASS
-
United Nations General Assembly 

UNFPA
-
United Nations Population Fund

WPAY
-
World Programme of Action For Youths

WSIS

WYR

-
World Youth Report

.

� � HYPERLINK "http://www.developmentpartnership.org" ��www.developmentpartnership.org� l � HYPERLINK "mailto:dpi@developmentpartnership.org" ��dpi@developmentpartnership.org� 
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