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Youth are generally considered as teenagers or young individuals.  The most general age range cited for youth is between 14 and 25.  However, the age range can vary from country to country.  For example, in Britain the range is ages 16-18; in Italy, 14-29; in Kenya 15-35.  Thus the age range may depend on the country whenever considering “youth.”

The United Nations defines youth as those between the ages of 15 and 24 years inclusive. This definition was made for the “International Youth Year” in 1985. As a result, all United Nations statistics on youth have used this standard definition. The definition has been criticized on a number of occasions, with the Third World Youth Forum of the United Nations System (2001) calling for the age range to be up to 30:

A youth is not necessarily someone in the teen years or under 20’s or someone who is still single as some people insinuate.

A youth is not compulsorily an undergraduate in a university or in a tertiary institution.

A youth is not someone with an attractive physique 

Although a youth may have any of the above qualities, being a youth is not contingent on any of the above. 

This writer suggests that any age can be relative.  For example, it is possible to have a youthful mind in a chronologically older body.  Thus someone 55 years old may think and act just like a vibrant 15 year-old!

In his article on “The Age of Youth,” Secretary General of the World Assembly of Youth (WAY), Donals T. Charumbira, suggested, “Youth should not merely be defined as the biological transition from childhood or adolescence to adulthood, but rather as a stage of transition from one socioeconomic, psychosocial status to another.”
A youth can have a distinctive definition of life. There are many outstanding youths out there who are contributing immensely to their immediate societies and the world at large.  Rosanwo Tunde, the moderator of AYELOJA in Yahoo groups. Is such a youth with understanding of human terrain in life, Ambassador Dayo Israel of the African Diaspora Youth Forum is another outstanding youth, who is known for touching lives and raising champions,   Victor Gotevbe of NiPRO, Who has demonstrated his leadership skills in coordinating the affairs of Nigerian Young Professionals, There are many other outstanding youths not possible to list here.

Events don’t make great men; great men make events great! Therefore Youth of the World announce a “New Era:” The Pathfinders, the Trail Blazers, and the Trend Makers. These youth represent and stand for change.  Despite living the same physical world, a new world order can be defined by such youth.  

ATTRIBUTES OF YOUTH FOR A “NEW ERA:”
Youth who do not see impossibilities? 

Youth who refuse to yield to failure? 

Youth who are always learning and earning;  

Youth who do not just look but see the inner dynamics of operations and functions; 

Youth who do not give up? 

Youth who do not give in? 

Youth who gives their all to worthwhile adventures; 

Youth who stay in their strong zone;

Youth who provide greater productivity; and 

Youth who strive to reach their potential in life with gusto!

Donald T. Charumbira, Secretary General, World Assembly of Youth (WAY) in his article on Age of Youth also said:
 

“Youth is therefore a societal construction, peculiar to the social, cultural, economic and political realities within the society.” 

In a nutshell, any one at any age can have significant talent and limitless potential and therefore can be considered a youth!  “Youth of All Ages!”

YOUTH PRIORITIES

To increase focus and to become effective on a level you have never experienced before, it is possible to make a decision to prioritize your life and manage the discipline of such priorities every day.

To be successful, youth cannot simply run on a fast track, run instead on YOUR track!

To devote even a little bit of energy to a project, you may want to handle such effort with all the energy you can muster!

.

When you find yourself thinking, “I need more time,” just try to prioritize what you can do.  Everyone has the same 1,440 minutes in a day, no matter what the activity you may wish to accomplish.  

In your 

20’s …….Your priorities can remove the guilt of not doing everything.

30’s …….Your priorities can help you separate your strength from your weaknesses.

40’s……..Your priorities can give you a higher return on your work. 

50’s …….Your priorities can allow you to reorder taking into account your weaknesses. 

There comes a time in life when it is possible to realize that, if one stands still, you may  remain at such a point forever.  If you realize that life quickly can pass by, then every minute counts!  The intensity of purpose can increase with growing awareness of obstacles encountered! 

Here is an original concept, a new movement:  “Youths on the Move International (YOM)” YOM is a youth-driven organization cutting across nations and continents.  Any and every youth with zeal to fulfill destiny can consider becoming part of this youth movement.

Consider the best antidote of fate:  FAITH!

Where there is no faith in the future, there is no power in the present.  Have faith that you will not fail. The difference between one who succeeds and one who fails is in the measure of one’s faith.  It is such faith that helps distinguish a person in the world.  A little measure of faith will result in one’s standing still. 

Have faith in yourself!  You can be your own best friend!

Lack of belief will put obstacles in our path.  By believing in yourself, you will be relieved of your limitations!

If you create an indelible stamp on your mind that includes a mental picture of yourself as succeeding, YOU WILL SUCCEED!

Hold such a picture tenaciously and never permit it to fade. Your mind will seek to develop this picture even further!  Maximizing the power of the mind avoids its waste!

With all of the above under consideration, let us usher in for youth everywhere a NEW 

ERA! 

“Youths on the Move International (YOM)”
