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   The Senior Senator of Margibi County, Hon. 
Clarice A. Jah has challenged citizens of Margibi to 
constructively engage their elected officials to 
deliver their campaign promises and serve as role 

model for responsible citizenship. “We are your 
servants and not bosses; don’ t be ashamed to 
question your leaders because we represent your 
interests,”  Senator Jah urged the citizens.  
    She made the remarks on December 7, 2006 
when she addressed the public education campaign 
kickoff by NAYMOTE-Partners for Democratic 
Development under the sponsorship of the United 
States Government Democracy and Human Rights 
Fund (DHRF) project. Over 75 rural residents 
including students, traditional leaders, local 
authorities, official of the United States embassy 
and journalists attended the occasion. 
    Senator Jah extolled NAYMOTE-PADD for her 
excellent work in educating citizens to become 
responsible and active participants in Liberia’s 
postwar democratic governance process. She said in 
a democracy power lies in the hands of the people, 
but unless they are educated, they will never realize 
their full potentials.  
    The lawmaker urged NAYMOTE-PADD to 
decentralize such programs by undertaking project 
activities in all parts of the country to educate 
Liberians on their constitutional rights and 
responsibilities, democracy and good governance. 
She noted that civic education was a key to human 
development and postwar recovery.  
     The proxy of the U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Jenkins 
Vangehn, Political Assistant at the embassy said the 
US Embassy was proud of NAYMOTE-PADD and 

would always support projects that would educate 
Liberians to become responsible citizens, respect 
the rule of law, respect constituted authorities and 
volunteer their services to their communities. 
    Mr. Vangehn said the U.S. Government has 
increased interest in enhancing democratic 
governance in Liberia. He said citizens must be 
taught the important concepts, principles and values 
for sustaining democracy in this postwar country. 
Liberia will surely rise again if citizens denounce 
violence; uphold the rule of law in resolving their 
differences, and embrace democratic norms.  
   NAYMOTE-PADD Executive Director Eddie 
Jarwolo told participants that the organization has 
trained over 27 rural residents as civic educators 
and has already deployed them in the county to 
sustain the project.  
    These civic educators have been empowered to 
conduct public education, community and school 
outreach, media campaigns, community and citizen 
forums to educate rural inhabitants on democracy, 

rule of law, rights and responsibilities; they will 
also teach the Liberian Constitution in schools and 
communities and increase citizens’  participation in 
governance, leadership and decision-making.  
   The project intends to promote active and 
conscious participation of citizens in the political 
process through civic education. Citizens benefiting 
from the project would become capable of 
effectively monitoring the policies, programs and 
activities of their elected leaders to ensure that they 
conform to the tenets of good governance and 
democracy. 
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NAYMOTE-PADD Receives Award 
   
    
NAYMOTE-Partners for Democratic Development 
has received an achievement award from the 
Economics Students Association of the A.M.E. 
Zion University College in Monrovia. Presenting 
the certificate, the association’s president Mr. 
Sualiho Kenneth recalled NAYMOTE-PADD’s role 

in providing civic education on democracy, 
elections and engendering increased youth civic and 
political participation in Liberia.  
 

 
     Mr. Kenneth said NAYMOTE-PADD’s work 
has assisted many Liberian students with research 
on good governance and democracy as well as 
promoting youth participation in leadership and 
decision-making. 
    Receiving the certificate, NAYMOTE-PADD 
Executive Director Eddie Jarwolo thanked the 
leadership of the Economic Students Association 
for the award; he urged the students to go beyond 
classroom learning and engage in various civic 
activities that will benefit Liberia.  
     Mr. Jarwolo recounted the many challenges that 
NAYMOTE-PADD has encountered over the past 
five years, but noted that with firm commitment and 
a clear focus the organization has won the respect 
of many local and international organizations as 
well as individuals.  
   He urged the students to dedicate their services to 
Liberia and undertake meaningful initiatives at their 
institution and within their respective communities 
to promote democracy and development in Liberia. 

 

NAYMOTE EMPOWERS MORE YOUTH 
- As civic educators 
 
    Based on its experience working with young 
people in Liberia, NAYMOTE-PADD has learned 
that these youth need additional skills and 
knowledge that would enable them effectively 
conduct public education and advocacy campaigns 
and to organize student and community forums.  
    In pursuing a strategy to improve youth 
development and participation, NAYMOTE-PADD 
on November 15, 2006 trained 20 youth from five 
community based organizations (CBOs) and ten 
secondary schools in Montserrado County. This 
capacity building workshop was held at Dave 
Peterson Resource Center at NAYMOTE-PADD 
Central office in Monrovia.  
   During the workshop, participating youth were 
trained to become peer trainers in their respective 
schools and communities, educating other citizens 
on rights and responsibilities, governance, 
democracy and leadership. Participants dramatized 
the role of responsible citizens in their community. 

The drama emphasized the use of the non-violent 
approach as a means to addressing bad governance 
and resolving societal ills.  
    These youth civic educators trained by 
NAYMOTE-PADD are expected to organize and 
conduct public education outreach, community 
meetings and establish democracy clubs in various 
schools. 

 
 



UNDP Provides Grant to NAYMOTE-PADD 
 

      In support of the Government of Liberia’s effort to 
promote good governance, rule of law, reform in the 
security sector, economic recovery, restoration of basic 
services, and the Governance and Economic 
Management Assistance Program (GEMAP), UNDP-
Liberia office has provided technical and financial 
support to the development of a National Civic 
Education Master Plan for Liberia; NAYMOTE-PADD 
participated in the development of the master plan; 
which now serves as a framework for the implementation 
of a coordinated civic education program in Liberia. 

     

The National Civic Education Master Plan has eight 
priorities areas, including Peace-building and 
Reconciliation, Gender and Governance, Human Rights 
and the Rights of the Child, Transparency and 
Accountability, Civics and Government.  
    To provide civic education throughout Liberia using 
the Master Plan, UNDP has awarded a six-month grant 

to NAYMOTE-PADD and nine other civil society 
organizations. The grant is under the UNDP Democracy 
and Civic Education Empowerment Grant.  
 
   The project to be implemented by NAYMOTE-PADD 
titled, “ Education for  Peace-Engender ing Youth 
Par ticipation in Post-Conflict L iber ia” , seeks to 
promote increased youth civic and political participation 
in democratic governance; it will provide 50% of youth 
in the project locations (Montserrado, Grand Bassa and 
Rivercess counties) with increased knowledge and skills 
on democracy to enable them make informed decisions 
on issues that affect their lives.  
    Under this project, NAYMOTE-PADD plans to 
conduct 12 roundtable youth leadership debates, 6 
citizens’  town hall meetings and 6 community forums, 
15 public education outreach campaigns in schools and 
communities and a monthly media advocacy campaign. 
NAYMOTE-PADD has developed and produced over 
3,000 posters and 20 banners with graphic illustrations 
depicting different themes in the Master Plan. 
   The project will be coordinated by NAYMOTE-PADD 
Administrative Manager Mr. Sammy Dorbor, who had 
served on the National Steering Committee for the 
National Civic Education Master Plan.  He will work 
along with 18 young local field staffs that have 
undergone intensive training conducted by NAYMOTE-
PADD staff.  
 
 

 

 
NAYMOTE OBSERVES PRESS UNION ELECTIONS 

     
  
  Members of the Press Union of Liberia went to the 
polls on November 11, 2006 to vote in a new 
leadership that will steer the affairs of the union for 
two years. Over 250 registered members from a 
voter list of 280 participated in the elections.  
   Mr. George Barpeen won the elections over his 
closest rival Alphonso Zeon with a total of 124 
votes to 117 votes, while Bernard Waritay who was 
also a candidate in the presidential race getting a 
total of 8 votes. Other elected officials to the PUL 
new leadership were Nathan Bengu, vice president; 
Peter Quaqua, secretary general; Henry Flomo, 
assistant secretary general; and Joshua Kpenneh, 
financial secretary. The new leadership has been 
inducted into office. 
    The election was observed by NAYMOTE-
Partners for Democratic Development which 

considered the process as peaceful, free, fair and 
transparent and a good step toward democracy 
building.  
   After his election, Mr. Barpeen described his 
victory as a victory for all members of the PUL 
including his rivals. He assured members of the 
union that he would fulfill all the promises made 
during the political debate, stressing that there is a 
need for all members of the union including his two 
rivals to work and build a vibrant union. He assured 
that he will build a union characterized by respect 
and dignity.  
   Mr. Zeon also described the result as a great 
mistake by the PUL members. He said Mr. Barpeen 
represented the interest of the Government of 
Liberia and his election clearly demonstrates the 
government would eventually control the union. 



 
Lawmaker  Embraces NAYMOTE Community Forums 

     As a means of further advancing democratic 
governance at the community level, NAYMOTE-
PADD continues to organize series of community 
sensitization forums in major towns and cities in 
Montserrado, Grand Bassa, Rivercess, Bong, and 
Margibi counties.  

    Over the past three months, NAYMOTE-PADD 
programs highlighted the issues of how community 
residents could better impact the democratic process 
through increased participation in leadership and 
decision-making, and ways of promoting the rights of 
the girl child to education and youth development. 
    On December 2, 2006 NAYMOTE-PADD brought 
Clara Town Community residents face-to-face with 
their elected representative in the National 
Legislature, Honorable Regina Sokan Teah, who 
represents District #10 in Montserrado County. 
    Representative Teah served as lead discussant at the 
forum. Speaking on the topic, “ The Role of Citizens 
in Community Governance and Civic 
Responsibilities” , the lawmaker encouraged her 
constituents to be proactively partake in community 
development programs, attend community meetings, 
abide by community norms, exercise self discipline, 
respect the views of others, respect those in authority 
and demand accountability and transparency from 
their elected officials. 
    The forum provided citizens the opportunity to 
question their representative on her activities within 
the National Legislature. In response, Rep. Teah gave 
a detail report of her work within the parliament since 
her ascendancy and how she has impacted decision-
making for national development.  
    The Montserrado county lawmaker expressed 
gratitude to NAYMOTE-PADD for organizing such 
important program and pleaded that the community 
forums be continued in other communities of so that 
residents and local authority will understand their 

various roles and responsibilities in the governance 
process.  
    Rep. Teah said the forum provided her an 
opportunity to openly discuss with those who elected 
her and receive feedback from citizens on the 
challenges, setbacks and prospects of her work as 
legislator. She encouraged local authorities and 
community residents to regularly attend community 
meetings and share their knowledge and experiences 
with one another. 
    In remarks, Mr. Elijah Johnson, chairperson of the 
Clara Town Community, thanked NAYMOTE-PADD 
for selecting their community as beneficiary of the 
community democracy awareness program. He said 
through such forums would make citizens well-
informed about the work of their representatives, 
improve their civic participation, promote good 
governance, and encourage community development 
initiatives.    
   Prior to NAYMOTE-PADD’s intervention in 
District #10 through the community governance 
program, many residents of the district had harbored 
the notion that Rep. Teah had misapplied their 
district’s share of the 1 million US dollars purportedly 
allocated in the national budget for development. 
However, as a result of deliberations during the 
meeting, the lawmaker was able to clear that 
misinformation.  
   She explained that the money allocated in the budget 
was not given to her personally; rather, it was the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Public Works, not the 
Legislature, to implement development projects. The 
Legislature, Rep. Teah noted, makes policies that 
assist all communities with opportunities to education, 
health, security and development, etc. She said her 
role is to monitor the implementation of such projects 
within her district to ensure that the needs of the 
citizens are adequately addressed. 
   During the meeting, community residents identified 
uncontrolled waste disposal and insecurity resulting 
from high crime rate among major problems facing 
their community. They agreed to donate a parcel of 
land for the construction of a police depot. The 
community members and their representative also 
decided to formulate a system to regulate waste 
disposal including the removal of all persons 
occupying designated dumpsites. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Youth for  Democracy Campaign Gains 
Momentum in L iber ia  

     As part of its programs to promote increased youth 

civic and political participation, NAYMOTE-Partners for 
Democratic Development organized a weeklong 
campaign in commemoration of the World Youth 
Movement for Democracy’s World Youth Day, which is 
celebrated each year on October 18. This campaign took 
outstanding youth leaders to school campuses, where 
they talked to students about various topics of 
importance to democracy, including participation and 
leadership. These events provided students the 
opportunity to pose questions to the various speakers.  
    NAYMOTE-PADD Program Officer Mark Marvey 
participated in a live radio program with over 60 students 
from various schools in Monrovia discussing several 
themes relating to the WYMD campaign. That forum 
was organized by the Foundation for International 
Dignity, a local NGO; the Charge d’Affairs of the US 
Embassy and the Executive Director of the Center for 
Democratic Empowerment and NAYMOTE’s Mr. 
Marvey served as lead discussants.  
   World Youth Day highlights what youth are already 
doing in their communities, both to increase recognition 
of diverse youth contributions to democracy building and 
to inspire new activities and collaboration in the future. 
     Emerging from over fifteen years of civil strife, 
Liberia is undoubtedly one of the most traumatized 
countries in Africa, and the vast majority of those 
affected by the war are youth (a large number of whom 
now feel alienated, frustrated and most vulnerable). 
   Young people in Liberia were witness to the gruesome 
murder of their mothers, fathers and other loved ones, 
besides many of them being the principal perpetrators of 
those heinous crimes themselves. 
    The youth population aged between 15 and 24 
comprises a significant percentage of the Liberian 
population, with those under 15 averaging over 45%. 
With life expectancy rapidly declining to as low as 45 
years of age, this age group is now or will become the 
dominant group in society – most affected by change and 
also the most likely agents of change. It is this 
demographic group that could either sustain our 
DEMOCRACY or generate further instability in the 
country. 

     The social, education and economic networks and 
institutions of youth are in disarray. Other  
manifestations of the severe crisis facing young people in 
Liberia include hike in organized crime; massive 
unemployment; drug abuse; prevalence of a culture of 
violence; inadequate educational resources and 
opportunities; distrust of past and current political 
leaderships; cross border security concerns – all traced to 
the failure of governance.  
    Youth and other citizens even in remote towns and 
villages have a stake in the future of this nation and 
should therefore be provided the skills and knowledge 
that would facilitate their informed and active 
participation in decision-making, governance, leadership, 
development and community service.  
     NAYMOTE-Partners for Democratic Development 
has a mission to increase citizens’  participation in 

national governance, democracy and human 
development through civic education. Over the past five 
years NAYMOTE programs have highlighted youth and 
women issues and provided civic education that has 
sharpened their civic skills and knowledge for effective 
civic and political participation, as was evident in the 
2005 general elections.  
    During the development of the National Youth Policy 
for Liberia through the leadership of the Federation of 
Liberian Youth, youth from all sector of the society met 
in Kakata, Margibi County and actively contributed to 
the policy documents which emphasize challenges and 
prospects for youth development. Since 2001, more than 
3,000 youth have directly benefited from civic education 
training and public education outreach many of whom 
are currently serving as volunteer civic educators in their 
respective schools and communities, developing active 
and responsible citizenship committed to the rule of law, 
democracy and community service.  
     Today, more than 40 youth are engaged in public 
education campaigns; organizing community, citizens’  
and school forums on peace-building and reconciliation; 
gender and governance; human rights and the rights of 
the child; democracy, transparency and accountability; 
civics and governance. These youth received monthly 
allowances as a means to building their economic 
capacity under NAYMOTE’s program activities. 
 



 

Minister  Challenges L iber ian Youth to 
Denounce Violence 

     
In extension of NAYMOTE-PADD public 
education and advocacy campaign in schools, 
series of activities was conducted and 
organized between October and December 
2006 to educate young people on democracy, 
rule of law, tolerance and enhance their civic 
and political participation. 
    NAYMOTE-PADD organized and 
conducted several youth leadership debate, one 
of which was held with the students of the 
Monrovia College and Industrial Training 
School. During the debate, Mr. Gabriel 
Williams, Assistant Minister of Information 
Services at the Ministry of Information, Culture 
and Tourism served as lead discussant on the 
topic, “ The role of youths in engender ing 
increased civic and political par ticipation in 

L iber ia’s post conflict democratic 
governance process” .  
    Minister Williams urged the students to be 
law abiding, using the legal system as the only 
means of seeking reform and redresses. The 
minister said young people must denounce 
violence of all forms and strive for better 
education to adequately prepare themselves for 
the great task of leadership. He encouraged the 
students to begin practicing leadership and 
good governance in their schools by forming 
themselves into committees and practicing 

judicial proceedings and even organize their 
own auditing committee, partake in students 
politic and government. He said by doing so 
they would become familiar with how to handle 
future challenges.  
   Minister Williams said the burden is upon 
each and every student to right the wrongs 
committed by their predecessors and engage 
present-day leaders through constructive 
criticisms. 
  Following his presentation, the minister 
entertained questions from the students on the 
topic as well as other concerns they raised 

about the dissemination of information from 
the Ministry of Information, Culture and 
Tourism. 
    The program was attended by representatives 
from UNDP, school authorities and the local 
media all of whom expressed appreciation of 
NAYMOTE-PADD’s initiative. They 
encouraged the students to be more proactive 
whenever they have the chance to engage their 
leaders face to face.  
    On behalf of the students, the school 
principal applauded NAYMOTE-PADD for 
their role and recommended that similar forums 
be held in other schools to increased students’  
participation in the governance process in 
Liberia and expose students to present day 
realities.  

 

 
 



  
 
 
 
     
 
 The Executive Director of NAYMOTE-
Partners for Democratic Development, Eddie 
D. Jarwolo, participated in the Six International 
Conference on New and Restored Democracies 
under the International Civil Society Forum for 
Democracy, which brought together over 900 
participants from 150 counties and held on 
October 29-November 1, 2006 in Doha, Qatar.  
    The forum held under the overarching theme 
“ Democracy is the Road to Peace”  was the 
civil society component of the evolving 

tripartite international process to promote 
democracy at the national, regional and 
international level.  
    Mr. Jarwolo said the conference provided a 
good mechanism of treatment amongst 
participating institutions including executive, 
legislative and civil society representatives in 
order to exchange knowledge and experiences 
to help upgrade the level of democracy and 
plurality, which produces the best chance for 
popular participation.  
    The NAYMOTE-PADD executive director 
said the Liberian civil society delegation which 
included (Him, George Williams of the 
Liberian Democracy Watch and Thomas 
Tolbert Jallah of the Liberia Council of  

 
Churches) actively participated and contributed 
at three panel discussions including: Post 
conflict peace-building; Participatory 
governance and Citizenship responsibility and 
participation. They highlighted civil society’s 
contributions to Liberia’s transition to 
democracy and its post war recovery programs.  
   Mr. Jarwolo said the Liberian delegation fully 
supported the nomination of Dr. Akouete 
Akakapo Vida, a Togolese and the Africa 
Director of Rights and Democracy Canadian 
based, to represent Africa on the international 
steering committee; Mr. Jarwolo, said Dr. 
Vidah visited Liberia in August 2006 and 
supporting a national women conference for 
Liberia in March 2007 under the Africa 
Democracy Forum..  
    At the end of the conference civil society 
actors developed a declaration and plan of 
action which included recommendations for 
donor organization and agencies.  
   They recommended the establishment of, 
where possible, regional democracy assistance 
foundations that would proactively cooperate to 
assist democratization in that particular region; 
that donor programs on democratization, rule of 
law and human rights be based on a more 
strategic approach, be of a longer duration as 
well as designed and implemented in a more 
transparent way; that business communities 
work more closely with governments and civil 
society organizations in developing and 
implementing improved democratization aid 
policies and programs; and that donors grant 
civil society organizations more access to 
information so as to enable the latter to perform 
unbiased monitoring of developing and 
executing of aid programs. 
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NAYMOTE-Par tners for  
Democratic Development 
believes that “ Educating 
young people for  democracy 
in schools and communities is 
one of the most effective ways 
to prepare youth for  
informed and active 
par ticipation in L iber ia’s post 
war  democratic governance 
program” .  
    Over the months of October 
to December 2006, 
NAYMOTE-PADD extended it 

public outreach and advocacy 
campaigns to more than 12 
secondary schools. 
NAYMOTE-PADD also 
conducted six youth forums and 
three citizens’  forums in 
Montserrado, Margibi, Bong 
and Grand Bassa counties. 
These activities were aimed at 
educating youth on democracy, 
human rights, leadership and 
participation with a grant from 
the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED). 
   The school public outreach 
campaign took young civic 
educators to school campuses 
to conduct peer education on 
democracy and the 8 priorities 
areas (Peace-building and 
Reconciliation, Gender and 
Governance, Human Rights and 
the Rights of the Child, 
Transparency and 
Accountability, Civics and 
Government) in the National 
Civic Education Master Plan 
produced by Civil society 
organizations.  

   During these engagements, 
youth exchanged ideas on 
different themes on democracy; 
its practices and concepts and 
how youth could impact the 
democratic process in Liberia. 
    Over 500 students benefited 
from lectures and were 

encouraged to establish 
democracy clubs at their 
various school campuses to 
impart their colleagues with 
civic knowledge, skills and 
values that would keep 
democracy strong. Local school 
authorities appreciated the 
interactions encouraged 
NAYMOTE-PADD to expand 
the program in other 
institutions as it will expose 
students to the concepts and 
practice of democracy and 
human rights. 
   Cathedral Catholic High, 

W.V.S. Tubman, KRTTI 
Demonstration, Monrovia 
College, George V. Gibson, St. 
Christopher High, St. Peter 
Episcopal High, St. Mark 
Lutheran High, Weala Public, 
Bassa High, Suakoko Central 
High, PAW Mission, 
Worldwide Mission, St. Peter 
Clever High and WLP 

Brumskine High schools were 
visited during the outreach 
campaign. More than 100 
pieces of the civic education 
master plan were distributed to 
these schools. 
   NAYMOTE-PADD also 
organized six youth leadership 
debates and three citizens 
forums which brought together 
over 300 participants including 
youths, community residents, 
local authorities and traditional 
leaders at different stages to 
discuss various issues ranging 
from youth and women’s roles 
in community development; 
challenges and prospects of 
effective youth participation in 
leadership; citizens’  roles in 
community development, local 

governance; access to justice; 
children rights to education; the 
right of the girl child; and 
citizens’  rights and 
responsibilities in a democratic 
society.  

    Through these interaction, 
NAYMOTE-PADD observed 
that citizens are becoming more 
inclined to openly discuss 
issues of civic and political 
concern and are engaging their 
political leaders and local 
authorities in a more matured 
and informed manner. 
Moreover, youth are beginning 
to realize their potential for 
volunteering their services to 
their community, taking 
leadership roles and exhibit 
positive attitude toward their 
community and country. 



  
 

 
 
 
     The period 2001-2006 has been quite an eventful era 
for NAYMOTE-Partners for Democratic Development, 
marking more than five years of program implementation 
in the areas of civic /voter education, election 
monitoring, and promotion of democratic governance, 
peace, reconciliation, human rights and advocacy for 
increased youth civic and political participation. 
    Between 2001 and 2006, NAYMOTE-PADD 
successfully implemented a total of six (6) civic 
education programs sponsored by: the U.S. Embassy in 
Monrovia, United Nations Development Programme-
Liber ia, the National Democratic Institute for  
International Affairs (NDI)-L iber ia Program, and the 
National Endowment for  Democracy (NED), based in 
Washington D.C. A classic highlight of the NAYMOTE-
PADD’s program activities over the past five years was 
the significant role it played in encouraging a high 
participation of youths and women during the 2005 
presidential and legislative elections, notably in 
Montserrado, Margibi, Bong, Grand Bassa, and Nimba 
Counties. 
    The organization has proven an in-depth 
understanding in reaching out to youths to encourage 
positive and proactive participation in elections. 
NAYMOTE-PADD’s advocacy campaign was central in 
improving electoral laws for marginalized groups 
(youths, women and the disabled) voters and revising 
National Election Commission’s voter registration 
process. During the elections, NAYMOTE-PADD led an 
election observation team composed of Liberian and 
American observers and collaborated with an observer 
delegation that included former US President Jimmy 
Carter.  
     Over the past five years, NAYMOTE-PADD has 
supervised and monitored a number of school- campus 
elections for the student leadership of various tertiary 
institutions in Monrovia, including the United Methodist 
University (UMU), the African Methodist Episcopal 
University (AMEU), and the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion University College (AMEZUC). In May 
2006, NAYMOTE-PADD also monitored and supervised 
election for the Union of New Georgia Youth, a local 
youth group with a membership of nearly 600 young 
people. In November 2006, we observed the election of a 
new leadership for the Press Union of Liberia. 
    In January 2006, NAYMOTE-PADD was one of two 
local non-governmental organizations that assisted in 
conducting a Public Opinion Survey of the Work of the 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL). The 
Survey was conducted under the direction of Dr. Jean 
Krasno of the City College of New York at the request of 

the Peacekeeping Best Practices Session of the United 
Nations Department of Peacekeeping (DPKO), and it 
was facilitated by the Sierra Leone based Campaign for 
Good Governance. 
    Based on its overwhelming achievements, 
NAYMOTE-PADD has won the confidence of local and 
international organizations, and the people of Liberia. 
The organization is currently represented on the 
Independent Committee of Experts, a taskforce set up by 
the Government of Liberia to scrutinize Liberians for 
appointment by the President on the Independent 
National Commission on Human Rights and represents 
Civil Society on the Technical Team of the Governance 
Economic Management Assistance Program-GEMAP 
headed by the president of Liberia.  
    In 2007, in furtherance of its significant impact on the 
democratic process in postwar Liberia, NAYMOTE-
PADD looks forward to undertaking more meaningful 
projects in various counties of Liberia to sustain the 
impacts we have already made and expand our activities 
to more young people and other citizens.  
    Among our priorities is the establishment of youth 
networks in throughout the country to strengthen our 
presence at the local level. In doing so, we aim to forge 
partnership with existing youth organizations beginning 
with Margibi, Bong and Grand Bassa counties and 
encourage the establishment of new ones; and 
subsequently sign a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) to define this relationship. NAYMOTE-PADD 
will also place emphasis on staff development including 
capacity-building trainings; modernization and 
expansion of our resource facility – the Dave Peterson 
Research Center; advocating for youth involvement in 
the planning and implementation processes for the 
pending chieftaincy and municipal elections in Liberia; 
and conducting advocacy and empowerment programs 
for youth through civic education.   
    Additionally, NAYMOTE-PADD plans to extend the 
school and community outreach campaign which 
objective has been to enhance students’  and community 
members’  knowledge about democratic governance, 
constitutional rights and obligations, citizens’  
responsibilities, leadership, participation and decision-
making. Through our initiative, selected students from 
major universities and secondary schools, as well as 
other youth activists, would be provided the opportunity 
to visit the National Legislature to witness proceedings; 
they would also visit line ministries to grasp the policy-
making process such as budget formulation and how 
young people’s interests can be protected. 

    Conversely, policy makers would be invited on 
school campuses to engage students in interactive 
discussions on citizens’  participation in the 

governance process including policy formulation and 
decision-making. 
    Implementing all of these plans means that 
NAYMOTE-PADD must confront the many obstacles  
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and challenges that the organization has faced over the 
past years and which are likely to remain stumbling 
blocks in the coming years. Paramount among those 
are inadequacy of funding for program activities, 
limited access to information, insufficient 
communication flow between policy makers and 
citizens; disillusionment / disengagement of citizens 
with the political decision-making process; an 
ingrained culture of passiveness among citizens; weak 
infrastructure and deplorable road conditions around 
Liberia. 
    Despite these anticipated difficulties, NAYMOTE-
PADD is optimistic of achieving greater impacts on 
the Liberian society through its programs, as we 
remain committed to the vision of promoting the 
opportunity for citizens, particularly young people, to 
freely and consciously participate in a people-centered 
democracy – a society that will promote peace, 
stability, democracy and development.      
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- NAYMOTE Tells Youth 
 
    With life expectancy rapidly declining to as low 
as 45 years of age in Liberia due to HIV-AIDS, 
NAYMOTE-Partners for Democratic Development 
on December 1, WORLD AIDS DAY organized 
and conducted a one-day community sensitization 
and awareness campaign in partnership with the 
Soul Clinic Community Social and Athletic Club 
located in Paynesville City, Montserrado County. 
    NAYMOTE-PADD believes that HIV-AIDS is a 
serious treat to democracy as it reduces citizens’  
participation in all decision-making processes due 
to illness and death.  
    As part of World AIDS Day celebration 
NAYMOTE-PADD cautioned citizens all over the 
world to FIGHT AIDS and NOT WAR; it said 
AIDS is man’s greatest enemy. 
    The campaign was in twofold: one, an outreach 
campaign involving visitation to communities and 
homes and educating residents on the danger of the 
HIV virus and its effect on society. NAYMOTE-
PADD staff and some community volunteers 
distributed flyers with various messages. The 
second part of the campaign was screening of a 
video documentary entitled “ Let End the Stigma”  
on HIV-AIDS, at the Feeling Entertainment Video 
Club in Soul Clinic. After the screening our 
outreach team engaged youths and educated them 
on prevention of HIV/AIDS, sensitization to end the 
stigma associated with the disease, and the  

 
importance of knowing one’s HIV status by doing 
blood test at a renowned hospital. 
    The World AIDS Day campaign was funded by 
NAYMOTE-PADD. Over 300 residents benefited 
from the campaign. At the end of the program 
NAYMOTE-PADD encouraged residents to 
regularly conduct public education campaigns to 
remind citizens of the danger of HIV/AIDS, help 
prevent the disease and fight to end the stigma.  
    NAYMOTE-PADD extended appreciation to the 
United Nations and United States Government for 
their immense contributions in fighting the HIV 
virus around the world.  
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    In an effort to strengthen the voices of 
citizen groups and enhance youth development 
initiatives in various communities around 
Liberia, NAYMOTE-PADD has ended 
assessment and discussion with 12 youth 
focused organizations in three counties –
Margibi, Bong and Grand Bassa – to establish 
youth networks in these counties.  
   Through these networks, young people would 
better confront challenging situations and 
promote more effective youth participation in 
governance, leadership, decision-making and 
development. Under the arrangement 
NAYMOTE-PADD will first establish a 
coordinating secretariat of the networks as a 
means of decentralizing the activities of the 
networks through functional offices in the three 
counties. These county offices would serve 
multi purposes and will have a training and 
information management center and a 
legislative and citizens’  bureau.   
    According to NAYMOTE-PADD Executive 
Director, Eddie Jarwolo, three county 
representatives (Mr. E. Francis Senkpanie from 
Margibi Youth Secretariat, Mr. Maxwell Vah 
from Liberian Youth Alliance for Peace and 
Democracy, Grand Bassa 
 



 
and Mr. Varfee A. Kanneh of the Totota Youth 
United for Process, Bong County) have been 
selected to work with NAYMOTE-PADD 
central office to help develop a code of conduct 
and core values for the networks. Thereafter, a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) will be 
signed by the member institutions before the 
end of March 2007. 
   Mr. Jarwolo said he will seek all necessary 
support especially from the World Youth 
Movement for Democracy, UNDP, USAID, 
ICCO, NED and other international partners to 
make the networks a vibrant institution that will 
promote respect, dignity and leadership skills 
amongst Liberian youth and enhance their 
participation in the democratic process. 
   Mr. Jarwolo said the assessment revealed 
that, although most youth focused 
organizations in the three counties have strong 
motivation and potential to work, they lack the 
skills and knowledge to source funding for 
project activities, lack clear mission and vision, 
functional offices and efficient staff. 
  He said NAYMOTE-PADD has made a firm 
commitment to assist in building the capacity 
of these networks through trainings, material 
support and empowerment to jointly implement 
NAYMOTE-PADD projects in their respective 
communities.  
   Mr. Jarwolo said democracy requires the 
active involvement of all citizens in the 
political life of the state. This can be promoted 
through engagements between and amongst 
citizen groups to identify barriers to 
participation and institute measures, through 
advocacy and networking, to remove such 
barriers and encourage active and conscious 
participation of citizens in the democratic 
processes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAYMOTE USES BLIND FACILITATOR 
 

Following years of NAYMOTE’s intervention 
in Liberia’s democratic development processes, 
the disabled have been amongst many targeted 
beneficiaries of its programs. Through 
NAYMOTE’s civic education Trainers of 
Trainers workshops, many disable have 

become empowered with skills and knowledge 
to become facilitators; NAYMOTE now uses a 
blind facilitator in it public education and 
outreach programs, he Mr. Joseph Kposwa, he 
has made immense contributions to 
NAYMOTE program activities and currently 
employed by the organization and receiving 
some economic benefits. 
 
His work with NAYMOTE-PADD has 
demonstrated that disabled persons can play 
meaningful roles even in the democratization of 
Liberia; his condition has no doubt inspired 
many Liberians to develop civic consciousness 
and exhibit responsible citizenship. 
 

UNDP Civil Society Officer, Paavani Reddy 
speaking at NAYMOTE’s program 

 

Democracy doesn’ t happen on its own. 
DEMOCRACY IS LEARNED. Our 
Nation’s school and civil society 
organizations have the opportunity and 
the responsibility to prepare the next 
generation of Liberians for Good 
Citizenship -NAYMOTE 
 


