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NYAN  - In the Past…


The beginnings of the NYAN go back to the UN World Conference Against Racism (WCAR) in Durban, South Africa in 2001. Many of the youth there identified the lack of a strong, unified youth voice as a serious hindrance to their work in representing Canadian youth on the international level. 


At a post-WCAR symposium organized by the Canadian Race Relations Foundation in Edmonton in 2002, a group of youth, many of whom had been involved in WCAR, convened. This youth caucus made six recommendations to the Canadian government. One of these recommendations was for the creation of a national youth anti-racism network.


Following this, in March 2003, at CRRF’s Awards of Excellence in Toronto, another youth caucus convened. At this meeting, youth had the opportunity to present a proposal for a vision for a national network, including a follow up conference. 








NYAN – In the Present…


Following the March 2003 meeting, the CRRF committed funds towards a part-time youth coordinator to oversee the development of the network, a NYAN website, an ad hoc national youth advisory committee, and a youth anti-racism database. 


The coordinator & youth advisory commmitee have been working hard over the last year to develop the NYAN, NYAN’s website, and to organize this conference!








NYAN – In the Future…


Obviously, we can’t speak for everyone. it’s important to keep the flame going, get more people involved and ‘pass the torch’, so to speak. As a young anti-racism organizer in Canada, you aren’t just a member of NYAN, you are NYAN. And if that’s the case, then your input on making the NYAN everything-it-needs-to-be is crucial (cuz what’s the point otherwise?)!!


There is an interactive gallery that will be up starting at 4 pm on Friday. It’s a place for you to provide your input – and to see what’s going on in other peoples’ heads. Feel free to post up your rants, comments and musings as the weekend goes by!!


And be sure to stick around on Sunday (if you don’t have an early flight) for the Resist! workshops, when you’ll have the space to discuss how NYAN can support the organizing you are doing or would like to do!





NYAN – Past, Present & Future!!











The NYAN is not just a network, it’s a process – a process of building an anti-racist youth voice!!











