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Final Deadline – THURSDAY DECEMBER 14th, 2006

*Please type your responses in Word and email to symposium@youcan.ca
Call for Proposals: Since 1999, YOUCAN has hosted five National Youth Symposiums on Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution. Resolve IT 2007 – our 6th national symposium– will provide a national forum for youth to be engaged in this year’s theme; “Dealing with Difference Through Dialogue”. Though Resolve IT is a 5 day symposium, workshops will only be held on Friday March 9th, 2006 at the Crowne Plaza Ottawa Hotel. Workshops will be two hours in length and will be repeated twice. Once in the morning (10:15am-12:15pm) and once in the afternoon (1:30pm-3:30pm). Each workshop will have a different set of 20-25 youth participants and their chaperones. 

Application Instructions: Please fill out the following form and return it to YOUCAN no later than 5pm. EST, Thursday December 14th, 2006. 

Financial note: In order to make Resolve IT conferences affordable for everyone, we do not offer workshop presenters financial reimbursement for travel (unless the presenter is under the age of 25). Only one night of Hotel accommodation per presenter is offered if the presenter has to travel from outside of the Ottawa area. Workshop presenters are provided a free breakfast and lunch on Friday March 9th as well as a thank you gift from our youth planning team.  Please contact us at symposium@youcan.ca for more information. 

Selection process: Your application will be reviewed by our Resolve IT youth planning team. Due to the strong interest in presenting at Resolve IT symposiums, not all applicants can be chosen. The planning team also reserves the right to recruit individuals or groups to fill program gaps. 

Priority will be given to proposals that:

· relate to Crime Prevention best practices 

· are participatory and engaging 

· use fun and youth appropriate training methodologies

· reflect a depth of understanding of the practice of conflict resolution

Notification: All applicants will be notified by December 20, 2006 of the results of the selection process 

Room Set-up: All rooms will be set up with chairs in u-shaped semi-circles unless otherwise requested.

	YOUR Contact Info

	First Name
	Tamara

	Last Name
	Dawit

	Address
	c/o Foster Parents Plan 95 St. Clair Ave W suite 1001

	City
	Toronto

	Province/State
	Ontario

	Postal Code
	M4V 3B5

	Phone (business)
	416-920-1659 ext 235

	Phone (residence)
	647-438-9436

	Fax
	416-920-9942

	E-mail
	tdawit@fosterparentsplan.ca
tamara@whatsthe411.ca

	Title of your Workshop

	Exploring Armed Conflict & Youth & Integration

	Presenter Background
Please indicate your professional or volunteer experience/education related to your proposal. (Maximum 50 words.)

	This workshop is a collaborative effort between Plan Canada, NYAN and The 411 Initiative For Change:
www.plancanada.ca/

www.whatsthe411.ca
www.amachi.biz (NYAN)
The full execution of the workshop as outlined on the attached pages is reliant on YOUCAN brining 411 artists Rochester aka Juice and Dwayne Morgan to Ottawa to contribute as moderators.

 Workshop Moderator: Tamara Dawit is Plan Canada’s Youth Engagement and Global Education Coordinator as well as volunteering in the post of Executive Director to that arts education organization the 411 Initiative For Change (411).  Tamara has extensive experience working on both domestic and international youth programs, with her in school presentations launch under 411 reaching over 100,000 young Canadians in the past two years.  Tamara holds expertise in the development of innovative educational programming focusing on issues of key relevance to young people including HIV/AIDS education, anti-racism, human rights education, child poverty, war and conflict studies, refugee integration and others.  Tamara is also a member of the NYAN steering committee.
Workshop Support Moderators:
*This workshop is supported by the participation of two 411 affiliated artists.
Both Rochester aka Juice and Dwayne have toured with 411 to over 50 schools each talking to young people about diversity appreciation, gender issues, HIV/AIDS, violence prevention and human rights.

Born Jason Rochester, the tall emcee (Rochester aka Juice) grew up in the Islington/Finch corridor of Toronto and demonstrated a unique artistic gift as a young teen - that of a comic book illustrator. When Canada's first urban radio station (FLOW 93.5 fm) held their inaugural Soul Search talent contest (in 2002), Juice graduated with honors from occasional hood cipher contributor to centre-stage entertainer. Rochester aka Juice's full-length debut, A New Day (released in Spring 2005) marks a Canadian urban music revolution. The one characteristic that most would agree sets A New Day apart from most modern day rap recordings is the ease with which Juice captures the complexities of humanity. Now with numerous successful national tours, singles and music videos under his belt Rochester is gearing up for the 2007 release of his second album.  

Dwayne Morgan has released numerous books and CD’s of his poetry. His popularity has lead to mainstream recognition in numerous Canadian media outlets and performances in over 8 countries around the world. Dwayne's hard work and persistence were rewarded in 1998 when he received both the African Canadian Achievement Award for Youth Achievement, and the prestigious Harry Jerome Award for Excellence in the Arts. 


	Please describe your proposed workshop..

	As you read this there are at least 30 armed conflicts in the world. In today’s wars, most of the people killed are civilians, and almost half of those casualties are children. This workshop explores the lives of young people in Canada, including our friends and classmates, who have experienced war or other forms of armed conflict The theme of this unit is critical thinking and exploring the impacts of violence on young people globally. 
In addition the workshops focuses on the exploring the following components:

-Where we get our information about other countries and decoding myths in the media
-How much we learn about conflict and war from the media.
-The Convention of the Rights of the Child and understanding children’s rights during wars and conflicts

-The lives of young people affected by war looking at case studies from Somalia and Sierra Leone (how having a better understanding of their stories and experiences can reduce discrimination and integration issues into Canadian society)
-Parallels between violence affecting young people here in Canada and violence around the world
-Create a basis of understanding of the issues of small arms, the arms trade and how this impacts young people in Canada and around the world (focusing on child soldiers)
This presentation uses a 411 Case Study focusing on a song “What’s Hardcore” by Somali-Canadian rapper K’Naan as well as lyric case studies with guest moderators Rochester aka Juice and Dwayne Morgan focusing on an arts education framework for delivery.


	How does your workshop relate to Crime Prevention Best Practices for YOUTH?

	This workshop explores some of the global root causes of crime and violence and how they impact young people. Parallels are drawn between the experiences of young people in conflict zones internationally and young people’s experiences here in Canada with a focus on immigrant and refugee youth. The program works to encourage young people to become engaged in critical thought and analysis in relation to the impacts of crime and violence on young people within our global community.


	How is your workshop going to engage youth in participatory ways?

	This workshop includes the following tools to engage youth:
-dynamic PowerPoint presentation 
-music and video clips
-arts education component including review of song lyrics and musical compositions

-audience involvement through out presentation

-performance by guest moderators

-closing q&a session

-all workshop presenters are young people
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