DTA UK Launch

On the 24th of January 2007, I traveled to the United Kingdom with three (3) other delegates from the other DTA centers in Nigeria. We were to represent DTA in Nigeria at the DTA UK Launch which was just piloting in the UK. 

First of all, I would like to say that I am most grateful for the opportunity and the confidence in allowing me to represent the 38 of us that were present at 2006 DTA Lagos batch. 
We arrived there on the morning of the 25th and after losing directions, we were redirected to the British Council office in London. We were taken through a briefing by Mr. Stephen Adjei, the Senior Development Manager Connect Youth Africa, Middle East, Patria Neena and Roselle Rukuba the Project Manager for Seminars and Visits. We were also joined by Aaron Lawson (DTA Ghana delegate) and Ephreim Tekel (DTA Ethiopia delegate). During the briefing session, we were told what to expect and details of what we were supposed to be presenting to the audience. We were then taken to our hotel to prepare for a trip the following day.

The following morning, we met with the DTA UK participants all young people from different youth development organizations around the UK and we were all taken to Easthampstead Conference Centre where we had a weekend residential to enable the African participants share their challenges, experiences, future plans and advice the DTA UK team who were just about to start their own project. Over the weekend, we talked about the 

· DTA programme
· What development is

· Who bears the responsibility for development both locally and internationally

· The MDGs

· Perspectives on Africa from the western world

· Stereotypes and the role of the Media

· How young people can contribute to development of their communities, country & globally
· The MDGs that are most important for Africa and the UK

· Overview of the Extension Programme

· Experience sharing from the African Participants

· Representations of the MDGs

On the 29th of January, we had the DTA UK launch with Ambassadors of Ghana, Ethiopia and Uganda, the Director General of British Council, Sir David Green, Madam Barbara Genevaz, Senior Policy Maker – World Bank Group, DTA Participants, Youth organizations and other stakeholders in attendance. During the launch, African participants had the opportunity to display different articles on what is going in their country on the MDGs.
On the 30th of January, we had a videoconference with five Msc students from Belfast who were researching and developing an activity-based day for 120 sixteen year olds from schools in Northern Ireland with the aim to help them realize that we (Africans & Europeans) share one planet and how it will be affected by climate change. We discussed under the chosen topics – Water, Energy, Food and Health. 
We also had the opportunity to meet with different organizations such as the African Community Partnership (ACP) and the British Youth Council (BYC) to discuss issues that affect young people and youth development organizations.
We left the UK on the 2nd of February and arrived in Nigeria the same day. Once again, I am grateful for the experience gained and most especially for the opportunity to represent DTA Lagos at this event. 
