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The National Youth Movement for Transparent Elections-Partners for Democratic Development has 
intensified its Civic Education Campaigns by organizing series of activities aimed at consolidating 
Liberia’s emerging democracy. Amongst the many activities implemented during the month of January 
2007 were two youth leadership forums, two community forums, two town hall meetings, and four public 
education activities in selected towns, villages and cities in Montserrado, Margibi, Bong and Grand 
Bassa counties. These activities have had two main outcomes: created increased consciousness among 
youth and their leaders in moving their communities forward on the democratic path with clear vision 
and leadership and increased consultations between the government, elected officials and communities in 
areas of key decision-making. 

 
Every student in our country, from kindergarten to high school should learn 
and experience what it means to live in and contribute to our constitutional 

democracy. 

Community Forum at Jembo Village 
 
    On January 27, 2007, NAYMOTE-PADD 
conducted a one-day Community Forum in 
Jembo Village, Kakata, Margibi County.   

 
Jembo Village, 65 miles away from the 
capital, Monrovia, is a slum community 
where youth violence, crimes and lack of 
citizens’  participation have been common 
features. NAYMOTE-PADD engaged the 
residents and received the cooperation of 
youth and other community members in the 
planning and implementation of the event. 

A prominent community resident and Dean 
of Boys at the Booker T. Washington 
Institute (BWI), Mr. Sam Tarnue Kiawuo 
served as lead discussant during the forum. 
Mr. Kiawuo lecture highlighted pertinent 
issues including: upholding the rule of law, 
the functions of the three branches of 
government and separation of powers; he 
encouraged residents to always uphold the 
rule of law, respect constitutional authorities 
and volunteer for community service. 
Following his presentation, participants and 
lead discussant engaged in interactive 
discussions during which the participants 
advanced their points of view and got 
clarification on various issues from the lead 
discussant and NAYMOTE staff. 
   Participants’  especially young people 
actively participated in the community forum 
through dramas and cultural performances, 
which stimulated other rural residents to 
grace the forum.  
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As part of our national obligation to educate 
rural Liberians on the rape bill, NAYMOTE-
PADD Program officer, Mark Marvey, 
currently reading law at the Louis Arthur 

Grimes School of law at the University of 
Liberia, led a discussion on the new Rape 
Law. NAYMOTE-PADD had realized that 
since the passage into law of the rape bill last 
year, there has been limited public education 
on provisions of the bill. Moreover, cases of 
rape have increased dramatically. This 
prompted NAYMOTE-PADD’s interest in 
providing education that would assist 
community residents know the danger of 
rape, help prevent rape in their community, 
and join the advocacy for strict 
implementation of the rape law. 
 
From the initial stages of the discussion, it 
was apparent that residents of Jembo 
community were highly uninformed about 
the rape law.  Youth, women, community 
members and other participants developed 
keen interest in the rape law and were fully 
engaged in the deliberation.  
 
 

 
 
The discussion generated many concerns 
from traditional leaders and other 
participants relating to cultural practices that 
allowed less fortunate parents giving their 
under-age girl child to chiefs and other adults 
for marriage, parents giving out their girl 
child for money, etc.  
   The participants invited the organization to 
revisit their community and intensify 
education on the rape law. 
    Also during the forum, citizens in Jembo 
village expressed disappointment over the 
lack of information (especially from their 
representatives in the National Legislature) 
about happenings in government and limited 
participation of local people in decision-
making concerning development and other 
issues in their county.  

 
The citizens thanked NAYMOTE-PADD for 
the forum and promised to share the 
information with others. They vowed to 
strive for greater participation in their 
community decision-making process. 
 
The occasion was marked with cultural 
performances and dramas by local residents 
with over 80 participants in attendance. 
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    On January 12, 2007 NAYMOTE-PADD 
conducted a Youth Leadership Forum in 
Buchanan, Grand Bassa County. Over 60 
students’  representatives and teachers from 12 
secondary schools and the leadership of the 
Bassa Youth Caucus (BYC), a consortium of 

eight youth-focused community-based 
organizations participated in the debate. 
    Mr. Ramphel T. Harris, a lecturer at the 
A.M.E. Zion University College in Monrovia 
and NAYMOTE-PADD Outreach Coordinator, 
served as lead discussant during the forum which 
highlighted the theme: “ National Identity And 
Leadership; Civics And Government” .  Mr. 
Harris lectured highlighted the theme message: 
“Who am I, as a Liberian?”  He said leadership 
was a service to the people and derives from 
them. He noted that youth should be responsible 
citizens and must respect the rule of law and 
know their government structure and functions.      
There was a period of interactive discussions that 
stimulated participants’  interest. The participants 
spoke of the need to rediscover Liberia’s lost 
identity. They proposed a national dress code 
and a single language. The participants also 
called for the holding of a sovereign national 
conference where discussions could be held 
for  the development of a single national 

language, which they believe would promote 
and strengthen national unity amongst the people 
of Liberia. 
    While in Grand Bassa County, the     
NAYMOTE-PADD program team visited 
several communities and conducted public 

education campaigns, distributing civic 
education materials and holding face-to-face 
public awareness campaigns. They educated 
ordinary citizens on the Liberian rape law, 
access to justice, democratic governance 
and participation.  
    The team visited several historical sites 
and memorial parks including the 
monument of Thomas Buchanan, a free 
slave from America and former Governor 

General of Liberia, the grave of a free slave and 
former President James A. Benson, and the grave 
of Rev. Mother Wilhelmina Bryant Dukuly, 
Founder, Pastor and Spiritual leader of the Faith 
Healing Temple of Jesus Christ. 
    While in Grand Bassa the team held series of 
consultative meetings with the Bassa Youth 
Caucus and the Traditional Council of Grand 
Bassa County headed by Robert Vonyeegar, 
former Superintendent of the county.  
 
These meetings seek collaboration and 
partnership aimed at enhancing increased 
citizens’  participation in community governance 
and leadership.  
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      On January 26, 2007 NAYMOTE-PADD 
conducted its second Youth Leadership Forum at 
Liberia’s 2nd oldest school, the Lott Carey Baptist 
Mission School in Brewerville, 25 miles outside 
Monrovia, under the theme: “The Role Of Youth In 

Enhancing Economic Prosper ity In The Re-
Building Process 0f Post- War L iber ia- Prospects 
And Challenges” .  
 The Director of Price Analysis and Marketing at the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Mr. Charles 
Bennie who served as lead discussant challenged 
youth to always seek for quality education; respect 
the rule of law and constitutional authorities. He 
urged them to denounce violence, and participate in 
programs that will sharpen their knowledge and skills 
for efficiency. 
  Mr. Bennie assured youth that the government is 
working hard towards economic prosperity but the 
young people needed to play their role by keeping the 
peace which could provide opportunities for huge 
investments.  
Over 60 students and teachers, as well as the 
President of the Liberia Baptist Missionary 
Convention, Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Walker, attended the 
program. Rev. Walker thanked NAYMOTE-PADD 
for organizing such an educative program that 

afforded students the opportunity of interacting with 
public officials and policy makers, which he believes 
will promote greater understanding of policy issues 
and formulation that could engender increased youth 
participation and sharpen their civic knowledge and 
leadership skills for effective participation.  
   NAYMOTE-PADD takes for granted that Liberia’s 
emerging democracy will face many challenges if 
support is not focus on youth development. The 
youth population aged 15 to 24 comprises a 
significant percentage of the population, with those 
under 15 averaging over 45%. With life expectancy 
rapidly declining to as low as 45 years of age due to 
the rising rate of HIV/AIDS and other diseases, there 
are indications that this age group will become the 
dominant group in society, most affected by change 
and also the most likely agents of change. It is this 
group that could either sustain our DEMOCRACY or 
generate further instability in the country. 
   The social, education and economic networks and 
institutions of youth are in disarray. The 
circumstances of the youth, present great threats to 
society and our democracy; some of the 
manifestation of the crisis facing young people in 
Liberia include the increase in organized crime; 
unemployment; narcotics abuse; prevalence of the 
culture of violence; inadequate educational resources; 
distrust of past and current leadership, cross border 
security concerns, etc. All of the above reflect a deep-
rooted malaise traced to a failure of governance. This 
is why NAYMOTE-PADD programs highlight youth 
development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








Democracy doesn’ t happen on its own. 
DEMOCRACY IS LEARNED 
Our Nation’s schools and civil society 
organizations have the opportunity and 
the responsibility to prepare the next 
generation of Liberians for Good 
Citizenship -NAYMOTE 
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   As part of NAYMOTE-PADD effort to 
enhance democracy at local level and sharpen the 
knowledge and skills of traditional leaders to 
include democratic values and practices in their 
cultures; promote broad community participation 
in key decision-making and assist rural citizens 
and local government officials to identify and 
address local problems. Based on these 
NAYMOTE-PADD organized a Town Hall 
Meeting in Sergeant Kollie Town, Bong County, 
on January 16, 2007. The meeting highlighted 
issues of “ Community Governance and How 

Cultural Practices Could Promote Democratic 
Governance” . The forum brought together over 
40 rural participants mostly elderly men and 
women. 
    NAYMOTE-PADD’s executive director, 
Eddie Jarwolo, who served as lead facilitator 
highlighted issues which he believe would make 
democracy a way of life in Liberia. Mr. Jarwolo 
said that democratic norms begin within the 
family, practiced within local organizations such 
as self-help groups, traditional institutions, 
religious organizations and is found at local and 
national level of governance. 
 
 

 
 
   During the meeting, the traditional leaders 
were also exposed to how democracy can 
empower people to make independent decision 
without fear, points out injustices in the society, 
assemble freely and express their opinions, 
promote and respect the rights of others, hold 
leaders accountable for their actions, etc, Mr. 
Jarwolo told participants their wisdoms could 
bring total peace and development in Liberia, he 
urged them to consider themselves as a key 
stakeholders in the rebuilding process of post 
war Liberia, regardless of their challenges. 
   During the interactive discussion participants 
highlighted the followings they considered as 
hindrances to their participation and contribution 
to society: they believed their culture practices 
and beliefs are not respected by society, not 
included in key decision-making, respect for the 
elderly in society, poverty, etc., at the end of the 
forum, participants encouraged NAYMOTE-
PADD to revisit their community to continue 
such a unique program that enable them 
expressed their concerns and educate them on the 
advantages of democracy, which will enable 
them make sound good judgment in their 
community.  
 

 
 


