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GYCA

global youth coalition on hiv/aids





Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS

APPLICATION FOR NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS 

FOR NORTH AMERICA
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2007

I. Background: 

The Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA) is a youth-led, UNAIDS and UNFPA supported alliance of over 2,700 young leaders and adult allies working in over 107 countries worldwide. More than half of the 5 million new HIV infections each year occur among young people under 25 years old, with 6,000 new infections each day. GYCA empowers young leaders with the skills, knowledge, resources and opportunities they need to scale up HIV/AIDS interventions amongst their peers.


GYCA prioritizes:

1) Networking and sharing of best practices; 2) Technical assistance and capacity building; 3) Political advocacy; and 4) Preparation for international conferences.


GYCA operates on two tiers. The first is through information communication technology (ICT), with free capacity-building e-courses, discussion forums, and online resources; the second through local gatherings and regional partnerships. 

GYCA is spearheaded by a task force of youth and adult allies based internationally including 12 Regional Focal Points (RFPs) and their regional teams with National Focal Points, and three full time staff based at the Global Youth Action Network (a registered 501c3 non-profit organization, www.youthlink.org), GYCA’s North Secretariat host in New York.  
GYCA has a growing membership representing an array of organizations, programs and networks focusing on youth and HIV/AIDS. GYCA taskforce members include youth living with HIV and AIDS, and the Coalition is committed to working with and for excluded youth such as injecting drug users (IDUs), street children, youth who identify as LGBTQI, sex workers and youth in resource-constrained areas without access to information communication technology (ICT). 
The twelve regions that RFPs and NFPs represent are:

· Eastern Europe and Central Asia

· Middle East and North Africa

· West Africa

· Central Africa

· East Africa
· Southern Africa
· South Asia

· Asia Pacific 

· Latin America

· The Caribbean 
· Western Europe
· North America

GYCA-NorthAmerica is currently seeking to recruit National Focal Points for countries within the North America to work on projects and strengthen the network in their respective countries. This is a call for all young people interested in taking a fundamental role in GYCA by applying to be a GYCA-North America National Focal Point. Please look at the terms of reference below and fill out the application if you are interested in applying.

Applications are for National Focal Points in the follow countries:
· United States of America

II. Contact Information: 
If you have any questions regarding the application or GYCA-NorthAmerica, please contact the Regional Focal Point for North America: Marco Gomes – marco@youthaidscoalition.org 

To be an NFP, you must be a part of the GYCA-NorthAmerica regional listserve. Join the regional mailing list by sending an email to: GYCA-NorthAmerica-subscribe@groups.takingitglobal.org 
Applications should be sent to: marco@youthaidscoalition.org and NOT to the GYCA-North America listserve!  
III. Principle Functions of National Focal Points: 
As a relatively decentralized network, GYCA relies upon the enthusiasm and commitment of its members to steer and develop the Coalition. The principle function of the NFPs is to be pro-active in mapping and networking processes in GYCA-NorthAmerica and effectively engaging all GYCA-NorthAmerica members within their country. The NFP should believe in GYCA’s overall goals, operate from a framework of human rights, work in an HIV/AIDS related field and be willing to facilitate GYCA’s growth and sustainability. 

Additionally, NFPs are responsible for building a cohesive national network within their countries that will collectively form the regional network through existing GYCA-NorthAmerica membership, through local NGOs and grassroots organizations, and through international partnerships with organizations that work in the region on youth and HIV/AIDS issues. The RFP along with GYCA secretariats will provide technical support in fundraising efforts led by NFPs to subsidize their own costs and will assist them in finding funding opportunities.  

Ideally, NFPs should work out of a host organization and should be willing to help introduce GYCA to their local networks and community resources. Additionally, GYCA seeks NFPs that can commit to at least a one year contract on a voluntary basis, after which they are strongly encouraged to re-apply. 
IV. Benefits:
Although all the NFP work is primarily voluntary, the role is provided with a variety of visibility and networking opportunities. NFPs have been and will be offered complimentary opportunities to represent GYCA and their regional work at international conferences and events, to take part in regional and international trainings, and so on. GYCA Secretariats and RFPs also assist in supporting NFPs’ local projects whenever possible. Since GYCA is a young but growing coalition, NFPs have a significant degree of input into GYCA’s regional activities and programming. 
V. Duties and Responsibilities of NFPs

· Keep in regular touch with GYCA-NorthAmerica RFP and update him on a monthly basis;

· Conduct research on organizations working in their countries on youth and HIV/AIDS issues,  make contact with such organizations, and include them in GYCA’s interactive global directory of youth HIV/AIDS organizations and programmes;

· Organize local gatherings with youth in resource-constrained areas and inform them about opportunities, events and resources. NFPs will be assisted in this process by our strategic partners, and may be able to use the facilities of UN country offices and local NGOs;
· Assist GYCA in its ongoing efforts to reach marginalized youth at the grassroots level;
· Undertake outreach and communication with GYCA members in their countries, to ensure equal focus and representation related to national needs, challenges and activities;
· Represent GYCA and its objectives of empowering youth working in HIV/AIDS at any relevant national conferences and events;

· Help the RFP in following-up with adults that made commitments to young people at the XVI International AIDS Conference in August 2006;

· Contribute material for the bi-monthly newsletter, “Youth Awake!”;

· Inform GYCA-NorthAmerica RFP of future travel plans or absence in advance;
· Submit a brief report and pictures of conferences/important meetings attended;
· Contribute to capacity building – including partaking in available GYCA e-courses, where possible, translate and/or facilitate the e-courses;

· Contribute national HIV-related news and relevant resources for the GYCA website.

VI. Criteria for Application: 
· Is already a GYCA, GYCA-NorthAmerica and TIG member with a detailed profile

· Candidate is a youth aged 18-28;

· Has reliable internet access, at least every other day (4 days a week);
· Can use Microsoft Word and Internet effectively;
· Is willing to work on a voluntary basis for about 5-8 hours per week; 

· Commitment for a year (Feb 2007 – Dec 2007);

· Can understand and communicate effectively in English
; 

· Works with youth and with vulnerable populations;
· Professional, responsible attitude, working well with others;
· Agrees to consult with GYCA Staff before using GYCA’s logo and materials and regarding sensitive communication;

· Works with a registered organization (or has significant experience) working on youth and HIV/AIDS;

· Focus on HIV/AIDS  and/or on related focus such as sexual and reproductive health, development, poverty, or human rights; 

· in or near a capital or major city (essential for networking with UN, government and NGOs);

IMPORTANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2007

Please send your application form to: marco@youthaidscoalition.org
Thank you! We look forward to receiving your applications!
GYCA is committed to ensuring that all applicants receive fair and equal treatment regardless of gender, sexual orientation, disability, race, religion, age, marital status, ethnic or national origin, or any other characteristic. Youth under 24 yrs and those living with HIV and/or AIDS are encouraged to apply. 

VII. Application Form: (please send this part of the form to your RFP)
	Name your country from the above list
	United States of America

	First Name
	Desirae

	Last Name/ Surname
	Clodfelter

	Email address
	dez.clodfelter@furman.edu

	Date of Birth
	11-14-1987

	Age
	19

	Gender
	Female

	Street Address
	Furman university/ 3300 Poinsett Highway/PMB#27878

	City + State
	Greenville, South Carolina

	Postal code
	29613

	Phone number (specify if it is a mobile number)
	(mobile) 336-972-1200

	TakingITGlobal Profile URL

	http://profiles.takingitglobal.org/desirae
*note- my profile shows that I have only been a member since December 2006, but this  is because I had to register with a new e-mail address. I have actually been active for a couple of years now.

	Organization/Network Affiliation
	NetAid, Student Global AIDS Campaign, and Campaign to End AIDS

	Organization’s Website (if applicable)
	Netaid.org


	How long have you worked at the organization?
	(volunteer basis) 2 years


1) Are you near a capital/major city? (Yes or no, which one?): 
          I am located in Greenville, South Carolina and have easy access by car to Columbia, South Carolina (1.5 hours), Charlotte, North Carolina (1.5 hours away), Raleigh, North Carolina (3 hours) and Atlanta, Georgia (2.5 hours away). Also, I have unlimited flying privileges on a stand-by agreement on US Airways for quick access to any major city on the Northeastern Coast (i.e. less than two hour flight to Washington, D.C., Boston, New York, Chicago, etc). I have a car at my college campus, so I am flexible to go to meetings in the area and further.

2) Do you have daily Internet access? If so, please describe how often you go online, what kind of Internet connection you have (dial-up, cable, DSL, etc) and how often you experience technical difficulties connecting to the Internet.

        I have daily access to the internet through a cable connection in my room and on locations throughout the campus. I rarely ever experience technical difficulties with connecting to the internet, and when this happens I still have access to other computers on campus. I check my e-mail at least five times a day.
3) Do you have access to a landline? Is the best way to make international calls on a landline or via mobile phones?  
    I do have access to a landline, and that is probably the best way to make international phone calls.
4) Number of hours you can commit to GYCA per week (Please be realistic and honest!):


___ 4-8

___8-15 

___15-20 

_X__ More than 20*
* I am extremely interested in this opportunity and ensure that I will spend whatever amount of time per week it takes to satisfactorily get the job done.


5) Write about the work you currently do in no more than 300 words (for example, youth, PLWHA, CSWs, IDUs etc.)

       What I am most involved with is the Student Global AIDS Campaign chapter at Furman (the first in the state of South Carolina). As founder and president, I work with students from the campus in advocacy efforts (internationally and domestically) and involve them with political action concentrating on the state and local level.  I am an active member of the South Carolina chapter of the Campaign to End AIDS, and represent the Upstate region and coordinate opportunities in the area. At Furman, I am also developing a relationship with the chapter of the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) for lobbying efforts since the bulk of those people most affected by HIV/AIDS in American continue to be minorities and people who are marginalized in society. I am on the administrative board for Red Ribbon magazine and write editorial pieces for the school paper on HIV/AIDS related issues. I am also on the steering committee for NetAid, an NGO funded by UNDP and Cisco networking systems that mobilizes teens to fight poverty through advocacy.
      I am also involved in many things outside of Furman and South Carolina. I am finishing GYCA’s online course on political advocacy and have been accepted into another e-course on project management. I have learned many skills and techniques through both and have already started to apply them to my work in the field. I was a delegate the week before last to the Global Justice Campaign on AIDS, trade and child survival in Washington, D.C. This summer, I hope to volunteer in a developing country in either South America or Africa with HIV/AIDS prevention and education NGOs and CBOs.
6) What are your long term goals for the next 3 years? The next 5-10 years?
    My goals for the next three years are to build a strong base of student activists at Furman and help students to become passionately involved with using the legislative body to advocate for HIV/AIDS awareness and funding. I hope to graduate knowing that our SGAC chapter is strong enough to continue on its own with the torch of leadership being passed down to another student who is as passionate about HIV/AIDS advocacy as I am.

   My goal for the next five to ten years is to continue my education and attend graduate school for international/humanitarian law with a focus on human rights and social justice issues. I plan on continuing my level of involvement and hope to see the achievement of the MDGs and universal access to HIV/AIDS treatments.

7) Do you have experience working with different kinds of personalities/people? Please elaborate in 3-5 sentences:

I have experience working with many different types of people and personalities and am a very good motivator for action and change. I am a member of an international group on campus and work with students from all over the world on organizing events and holding meetings. My personality and leadership style makes me capable of involving many different backgrounds, everything from getting children involved to working with church members to organizing students on campus to sign petitions and become involved in awareness activities. My background of travel has also allowed me to work with many different people in an international setting as well.
8) Please list any community partners/other NGOs you work with on a frequent basis (preferably with their contact information)
  NetAid- contact Natalie Wooler

Taking It Global

Youth Noise- contact Susan Schmidt

Campaign to End AIDS- contact Larry Bryant and Karen Bates (South Carolina Chapter)

GYCA- contact Caitlin Chandler

Global Campaign for Education- contact Gene Sperling

The Global Justice Campaign- Sara Renn

Amnesty International (furman chapter)- contact mason mumford

Furman University Foreign Affairs Club- contact Sonia Patel

Furman NAACP- contact Q James

Heller Service Corps- contact Nancy Cooper and Jackie Gehner

Wesley Fellowship- contact Melanie Anderson

Campaign to End AIDS National Committees on Advocacy and Youth Involvement
The Furman University Political Science Department- contact Dr. Liz Smith and Dr. Halva- Neubauer

The Global AIDS alliance

Advocacy DAYS (ecumenical advocacy efforts)

Health Gap

UNICEF Voices of Youth

Pearl World Youth News (The Pearl Foundation)- contact Annindita Dutaroy

Advocates for Youth

Africa Action Student Network

RESULTS Action Network
Physicians for Human Rights (individual student member)

Africa AIDS fund- contact Lori Schmidt

CARE virtual volunteer (working on setting up web page for online action updates and opportunities)

The American Red Cross

Morris Chapel United Methodist Church

9) Do you have the capacity to hold meetings or GYCA local gatherings?
        I do have the capacity to hold meetings and GYCA local gatherings. I am very experienced in the field of public speaking and have a wide array of experience with organizing things and holding meetings.
10) Please describe any potential problems/difficulties you foresee with taking on the NFP position:
     I cannot think of any immediate problems or difficulties I foresee with taking on the NFP position.
11) Please describe anything else about yourself that would make it a good fit for GYCA-NorthAmerica:
    The best things that would make me a good fit for this position, other than experience, is my passionate commitment to this cause and my dedication for all that I do in life. I really do put my heart into things I am passionately involved in and would continue the same measure of commitment and work ethic as a national focal point.
12) Please specify two or more people who would recommend you for this position and their contact information:
                        Rev. Chris Henson- 1 336 403 4875

                       * Andrew Barnhill   1 336 403 4875

                       Laura Dorey- laura.dorey@furman.edu
13) Submit a bio of yourself (no more than 2 paragraphs including information on your experience working on HIV/AIDS):
My name is Desirae, I am nineteen years old, and I am a Political Science and International Relations major at Furman University in Greenville, South Carolina. I would describe myself as a social activist and am passionately dedicated to working on improving different humanitarian concerns worldwide such as HIV/AIDS, trade and development, Universal Education, and Global Poverty. I was honored to be selected as a 2005-2006 NetAid Global Citizen Corps Leader and received training on global poverty and MDG’s in New York City in the summer of 2005 and worked closely with different key members of the UN. After that, I began writing about issues concerning global education concerns and was published in an e-newsletter that went to over 60,000 people. I worked in my local community to raise awareness about international concerns and successfully reached over 3,000 of my peers with the message that the US had to do more to help stop global poverty and improve the plight of the world’s poor. In the Spring, I was chosen to give a presentation on global citizenship and service learning at an ISSA conference in Raleigh, North Carolina alongside NetAid and the Vice President of the National Peace Corps Association. Last April, I was chosen to represent the United States at the Global Campaign for Education in Washington, D.C. In the summer I made my second trip to Romania with Livada Orphan Care and helped over 300 orphaned children in Mures County through a ten week internship and built a relationship with a local HIV/AIDS children group home in Targu Mures. Stories of my humanitarian work have been chronicled in the Kernersville Journal, the Winston-salem Journal, and the New York Times.

      As a student in college, I continue to keep my involvement in speaking out for those in the world who cannot speak for themselves. As a freshman, I organized a project through Operation Christmas Child that sent over 100 shoeboxes and $500 to help give Christmas to children all over the world. I organized a campus wide HIV/AIDS awareness project for World AIDS Day in December and was chosen to be a delegate from Furman’s Model UN program to represent Ghana in the World Health Organization at the student event this March. In the future, I would like to start a political advocacy and awareness organization at my campus. I am a grant writer for the Africa AIDS Fund, volunteer for the China Support Network, and have organized projects that have raised approximately $650 for world schoolhouse projects in Zambia, Pakistan, and Sierra Leone. I am currently a member of NetAid’s Global Youth Steering Committee, and will also be attending the Global Justice Campaign Conference in Washington, D.C. this year to receive more resources on how I can more effectively implement student advocacy campaigns concerning the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

14) Attach your current resume or CV with this application.
Desirae Elizabeth Clodfelter

Furman University, Greenville, SC

Resume

Contact: dez.clodfelter@furman.edu
Or 336-972-1200

EDUCATION

Robert B Glenn High School

· class of 2006 graduate, honor graduate, Presidential Scholar (Gold) and North Carolina Scholar
· Highest un weighted GPA in class of 364
· Class of 2006 Citizenship Award Recipient (chosen by faculty)
· Crosby Scholar (2002-2006), Community Service Coordinator (2005-2006)
· Extra-curricular commitments included the National Honor Society, The National Latin Honor Society, Elite Ladies Service Club, Anchor Club (Treasurer), Science Club (Founder and President), Latin Club (Secretary), Drama Club, The International Thespian Honor Society, Student Leadership Committee, the Student Government Association, Crosby Scholars Community Partnership (Community Service Coordinator) and the Science Academic Team (captain)
Furman University

· Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society and Dean’s List (highest possible)
· Prospective Political Science major with International Relations Concentration/Pre-Law
· Other Honors- Furman University Herman Warden Lay Scholar (full scholarship) and 2006 Coca Cola Scholar (250 chosen out of 60,000 plus applicants)
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Heller Service Corps, Furman University

· Special Needs Division Head (recruit volunteers from the Furman Community to volunteer at Special Needs Organizations in Greenville and work in the office several hours per week)
· Community Volunteer Involvement- Oakmont Nursing Home, the Meyer Center for Special Children, A Child’s Haven, and the Washington Center
Furman Model UN

· 2007 National Model UN Delegate, World Health Organization Representative (Ghana)
· 2007 SUMAL Delegate, Palestinian Affairs Committee (Mauritania)
Engaged Living Program

· 2006-2007 Political Science Representative
· 2007 Parliamentarian
· Events/Advocacy Coordinator for World AIDS Day and Operation Christmas Child
Student Global Justice Campaign

· Chapter Coordinator and founder of Student Global AIDS Campaign at Furman (first in the state of South Carolina)

· Working with local organizations to coordinate advocacy response around HIV/AIDS issues in the state

· 2007 Global Justice Student Campaign Conference, Washington, D.C.
 Other Furman Extra-Curricular Involvement
· Environmental Action Group, Wesley Fellowship, Paladin Student Paper Writer, Amnesty International, Furman Ambassador, Furman Office of Scholars, Intramurals, and Relay for Life

Tarheel Triad Girl Scout Council

· Gold Award Recipient (2004)

· Member (1st-12th grade)

NWNC American Red Cross

· Volunteer (2002- present) and past representative to the Board of Directors
· President, Youth in Action Volunteer Program
· Received five separate awards for exceptional community service
NetAid

· National Youth Steering Committee Member (present)

· Global Citizen Corps Member ( 2005-2006)
· Gave Presentation at ISSA Conference in Raleigh, N.C. with the VP of the National Peace Corps Association on “Service Learning and Global Citizenship”
· Implemented grassroots fundraising projects that sent over $600 to schoolhouses in Pakistan, Sierra Leone, and Zambia
Journalism/Writing Experience

· China Support Group, journalist

· Pearl World Youth News Certified Reporter

· Staff writer, Paladin Furman Paper

· Editor-in-Chief, Furman University Engaged Living Newsletter

· Youth Noise writer

Other Advocacy Work

· US Delegate to the Global Campaign for Education in Washington, D.C. (2006)

· Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (member and e-course participant)
· Africa AIDS Fund, grant writer
· NABUUR.com Village Facilitator-in-training and member of the Rwahofu village in Rwanda (education concerns)

· South Carolina Campaign to End AIDS, Coordinator for Upstate involvement
WORK EXPERIENCE

Livada Orphan Care

· 2005 Morris Chapel United Methodist Church Mission Team Member

· 2006 Summer Intern, Targu Mures, Romania

· June 15th-August 13th, 2006

Forsyth Technical Community College

· Disability Services, note taker

· January-May 2006

The Lost Sock Laundromat

· Customer Services Representative

· November 2004 – May 2006

� Become a TIG member by going to � HYPERLINK "http://www.takingitglobal.org" ��www.takingitglobal.org� and signing up for free.


� The majority of GYCA and the international HIV/AIDS community’s communication is in English. Applicants with fluency in Spanish, French, Arabic, Russian, Kiswahili and other languages are encouraged to apply.


� To find your Profile URL, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.takingitglobal.org" ��www.takingitglobal.org� and click on ‘view profile’ to the right. Then paste your profile link above.
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