REPORT ON THE ONE DAY (DTA) EXTENTION PROGRAMME
ORGANISED BY
HAVEN DESIGNS AND YOUTH ACTION RANGERS OF NIGERIA (YARN)

DATE: JANUARY 27TH 2007
VENUE: NEW ESTATE BAPTIST CHURCH HALL, 52 ADISA BASHUA STREET OFF ADELABU STREET,SURULERE LAGOS.

INTRODUCTION
The programme was a one day step down programme following the one week training course held at the British Council October last year.

The programme was slated to begin at 11:30am in the morning but eventually kicked off at 2pm.

The purpose of the program was to sensitize youths on the need to be involved in community projects, to create awareness on the MDG’s and NEEDS document and to gain participatory response. It was also organised to create awareness on SMEIS and its benefits. Participation was from faith based organisations thus, individuals from neighbouring Redeemed Christian Churches and New Estate Baptist Church were contacted.
The programme was introduced by Miss Besida Ogbemi of Havens Designs, by reading the welcome address which was meant to be read by a representative from the British Council.

Mr Dennis Etim-Mbakwe assistant DTA site co-ordinator Lagos chapter was available to take participants through an extensive lecture on the SMEIS and how we can benefit from the scheme. He linked this with MDG’s and NEEDS document.

After the lecture, room was given to participants to ask questions and this followed by a 20 minutes break.

The programme was rounded up by Mr Dennis Etim-Mbakwe giving a re-cap of the lecture, after this the participants were allowed to network amongst themselves.

It is expedient to mention here that we got media and NGO support from a journalist from The Nation’s Newspapers Miss Kofo Bello-Osagie who heard about our programme and wrote about it in her column on education, Miss Banke Farinu from Junior Achievement was also present to give moral support.
Our major strength was our ability to bring in facilitators to talk on SMEIS, and Agatha Amata from Giant Strides Media was to talk on how young people can benefit from the media. We attracted media coverage from the Nations News paper. Most of all we have gotten feed backs from participants that the programme made impact on them, and the need to organise another forum which will impact such knowledge gained to more young people. Those who heard about the content of the programme have met me to organise a follow up programme. In fact, an adult who would have loved to be at the programme, got talking with Mr. Dennis Etim-Mbakwe after the programme. Hence, we are proposing another one day activity titled, ‘LIVE D DREAM’.
Our greatest challenge was our in ability to get a large number of youths from the churches to be in attendance. This was as a result of the protocols involved in gaining participation from Redeemed Churches if it is not their major programme. Also there was a major programme in the host church. This was due to the change of date on our own end to accommodate the attendance of a major facilitator and that was the date open for use of the church hall. This was given to us for free. More so, it was an environmental sanitation day. This allowed the programme to commence later than scheduled. And it probably was the cause of the low attendance. With the poor attendance and late commencement we had to call Agatha Amata not to bother coming, who had other programmes scheduled.
  In conclusion from the feed back we got from participants we can boldly say that the event was a success and we the facilitators are looking forward to hosting future events.

Thank You.

Yours faithfully

Esosa Adetokunbo Osagiede

Haven Designs.
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