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Call for Applications –

Human Rights Training Workshop for Youth Coalition Members 

June 7-10th, 2007, 

Bangkok, Thailand

1.  Background

The Youth Coalition is an international collective of young people (ages 15-29 years) actively promoting the sexual and reproductive health and rights of adolescents and youth worldwide. The mission of the Youth Coalition (YC) is to ensure that the sexual and reproductive rights of all young people are respected, guaranteed and promoted, and to secure the meaningful participation of young people in decision-making that affects their lives.

The Youth Coalition aims to facilitate the participation of young people in decision-making processes. We do this by building a solid, supportive framework which offers the training, information and resource support so badly needed to promote the sustainable involvement of young people in sexual and reproductive rights initiatives worldwide.

For more information about the Youth Coalition, please visit our website at www.youthcoalition.org
At the Annual General Meeting of the Youth Coalition in August 2006, the membership decided to focus some of its energies on exploring direct human rights advocacy through the various international and regional Human Rights bodies, particularly the newly formed Human Rights Council. A Human Rights Task Force was established to focus on this work. Task Forces are the working mechanism of the Youth Coalition- members elect to be in subject/activity specific taskforces and by doing so commit to planning and delivering various activities in accordance with our strategic plan and organizational goals and objectives through Task Force Action Plans.

In 2008 the Task Force aims to design and deliver a Youth Forum on Sexual and Reproductive Rights and Human Rights and how, as SRR advocates, we can advocate in the Human Rights bodies. One stage of the planning process for this event is to hold an internal training for Youth Coalition members to increase their knowledge of both human rights institutions, processes and mechanisms and through exploring possible advocacy opportunities at the Human Rights Council. This internal training will be for up to 10 members and will last four days from June 7th to 10th, 2007. Our aim is to combine facilitation training and human rights training to improve member’s skills and to ensure we are prepared to organize an international Youth Forum in 2008.

We will be asking members to apply to facilitate specific areas of the training, as “internal facilitators”. There are two such positions: one internal facilitator will focus on devising and delivering the facilitation training of the workshop and one internal facilitator will focus on human rights. It will be a pre-requisite for each internal facilitator to have proven knowledge in the area they are facilitating in.  We hope that this group of facilitators (one “external” and two “internal” facilitators) will be able to work together to design the curriculum in line with the objectives of the Human Rights Task Force and with the support of the Task Force. 

Mode of work
It is hoped that the Facilitators will undertake preparatory work, initially over email (given the likely diverse geographical locations of the facilitators), and then possibly via phone calls/internet chat meetings. It is also expected that all facilitators will be able to attend a planning day prior to the workshop (June 6th) to organize the final details for the workshop. It is expected that although the sessions will be split between the facilitators that all three will be present for the duration of the workshop to ensure that the participants gain the maximum benefit from the experience of the facilitators present. 

The Youth Coalition is pleased to invite proposals from individuals interested in facilitating the Human Rights Internal Training (“the training”) from 6th - 10th June 2007 (including planning day) in Bangkok, Thailand. 

2. Goals and Objectives of the Human Rights Internal Training 

The goals and objectives of the strategic planning training sessions are:

Goals:
Provide a training opportunity for YC members to become familiarized with Human Rights issues so that the organization can strengthen its human rights advocacy and so that members can become highly effective advocates of reproductive health and rights locally, regionally, and internationally.

Objectives

To train YC members on:
· The international and regional Human Rights Framework and human rights obligations.
· How to explore and undertake advocacy opportunities within this framework
· Facilitation skills in an interactive and dynamic workshop setting.
3. Facilitator Selection Process

Applicants should submit a proposal by 23rd March 2007.

Proposals will be reviewed in the following week. Interviews might be set up between the 28th and the 30th of March 2007.

The proposal selected for the training will be announced on the 2nd of April 2007.

The training session will take place on June 7th to June 10th and the facilitator planning day will take place on June 6th, 2007 in Bangkok, Thailand. Applicants should be available for this entire period.

4. Eligibility

The Youth Coalition will choose ONE consultant who will be (in partnership with the two internal facilitators – see above) responsible for designing and facilitating (including providing materials) the substantive Human Rights content of the four day training Session on Human Rights for YC members in Bangkok, Thailand from June 7th to June 10th.

The selected facilitator must:

· Have a demonstrated knowledge of human rights mechanisms and advocacy, specially the Human Rights Council.

· Have experience facilitating workshops, ideally on human rights issues.

· Have experience in facilitating workshops with young people.

· Have a demonstrated knowledge of sexual and reproductive health and rights. 

· Be able to obtain a visa and travel to Bangkok for a planning day on the 6th of June and to facilitate the workshop from June 7th to 10th, 2007. 

· People under the age of 30 are especially encouraged to apply.

· Proficient in written and oral English 

· Experience working in culturally diverse settings 

5. Expenses and Budget

The Youth Coalition will cover the travel expenses of the selected facilitator including return flight, per diems and accommodation. The Youth Coalition will also provide the facilitator with honorariums for the planning and training days.

6. Requirements

Applicants are requested to submit a Proposal, including the following: 

· A cover page with name, title and contact information of the facilitator

AND
- A proposal not to exceed 3 pages in length, which addresses each of the following:

1) A summary highlighting the person’s expertise in training and in the field of human rights at the local, regional or international level. Please add the facilitators’ Curriculum Vitae in Appendix

2) General outline of the proposed training session

3) Budget requested to complete the training

7. Submission

The entire submission package must be received by the Youth Coalition no later than March 21st by 12:00 P.M. Eastern Standard Time (i.e. New York Time).  Emails, fax submissions, and regular mail will be accepted, provided they are received by the deadline.

Proposal submissions and questions should be directed to:

Human Rights Facilitator Selection Committee

Youth Coalition

260 Dalhousie Street, Suite 405

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

Tel.: (613) 562-3522 Ext.257

Fax: (613) 562-9502

Email: office@youthcoalition.org
The Youth Coalition looks forward to receiving your submission. Only individuals short-listed will be contacted.
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