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The Canadian Council for Refugees http://www.ccrweb.ca/eng/engfront/frontpage.htm
Spring Consultation Youth Caucus Request for Consideration
Greetings,

In preparing for the forthcoming spring consultation, the CCR Youth Network has been planning a Youth Caucus to occur the day before the official Consultation (May 24 to 26). This would be Wednesday May 23rd 2007. The Youth Network intends to:
Have a plenary to meet and then break into smaller groups, and then reconvene in plenary to discuss key priorities.  The idea is to have a full day to have the caucus, and at a facility which could hold such activities. Additionally, the involvement of ESL youth is being encouraged and hopefully their presence can involve performances and open discussions. 

· Orientation: welcome and orientation of network, understanding the issues (CCR overview + youth network issues)

· Lunch

· Subcommittees meet

· Closing circle – subcommittees report, key priorities and realistic/achievable goals that people have committed to

· Possibly have a screening of Refugee Immigrant youth Film project(s) as closing.

The caucus may consist of up to forty participants, as well as other youth groups and students from the Edmonton area.  We are looking for a space, available from 8:30 am? - ???pm, that can accommodate this large group for plenary discussions and that is large enough so that this group can break out into smaller discussions groups comfortably in the same space. (Taro – are there any electrical, IV needs that you see needing?, electrical outlets, for example? Do you think that we should ask for a space where we can post flipchart paper on the walls, or a space with whiteboards?  What about tables?  Or do we only need chairs  what about movable ones – not just auditorium-style, fixed ones? – Maybe this is something to clear up during the conference call this Saturday?)
Please inform us of your capacity to support or facilitate the Canadian Council for Refugees Youth Network in providing a space to meet on Wednesday, May 23rd 2007 or in another capacity.  

Please contact  ….. (someone local - Taro?, Ewar?) with questions that you may have about this event.
Your involvement would be greatly appreciated.

About the CCR Youth Network (www.groups.takingitglobal.org/ccrjeunes) :

In June 2006, more than 40 youth participated in International Conference 
on Refugee Rights and twenty-five attended the Youth Caucus which launched 
the CCR Youth Network. Since then, the Youth Network has continued to 
evolve and the CCR continues to deepen CCR-youth engagement.   To reinforce its activities, the Youth Network has chosen ‘youth inclusion’ as the focus of its activities this year, 
encompassing both awareness-raising activities on social barriers faced by 
refugee and immigrant youth and inclusive youth engagement within the CCR.

The Youth Network’s objectives are:
· To offer a network for youth involved in the settlement, sponsorship and protection of refugees and immigrants.
· To influence CCR policy by providing a collective voice through which youth can bring their ideas, objectives, and concerns to the Canadian Council for Refugees.
· To promote and support youth engagement in advocating for refugee and immigrant rights.

With the assistance of TakingItGlobal, the youth network has set up an online discussion group and project area at: http://groups.takingitglobal.org/ccrjeunes. 

Members of the CCR Youth Network have been busy forging future priorities for the Network. A Youth Network Steering Committee meets twice a month through online teleconferencing (Skype), and participation in these sessions is open to everyone who wishes to join in. Steering Committeee members are also involved in the World University Service of Canada, Amnesty International Youth and Student groups, the National Anti-Racism Youth Network and TakingITGlobal, as well as youth advocates working with local organizations. 

The Youth Network currently has four subcommittees: Education, Organizational, Immigration and Settlement and Media. These subcommittees are actively working on projects: to encourage scholarship, bursary and loaning organizations to allocate funding for refugee and immigrant youth; to schedule a one-day strategy session for youth refugee and immigrant rights advocates prior to the May 2007 CCR consultation in Edmonton; to identify and address barriers in accessing services resulting in youth falling through cracks; to develop ways to communicate the barriers faced by refugee and immigrant youth and to combat negative perceptions of refugee and immigrant youth.

