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International Women’s Health Coalition

IWHC Advocacy in Practice: 

Young Women Speak Up on HIV/AIDS at the 8th International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific

CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS

Colombo, Sri Lanka

August 16-23

HIV/AIDS increasingly affects young people, and, in particular, young women in Asia.  For example, in India 35.5% of all reported AIDS cases in 2004 were among young people 15-29 years (National AIDS Control Program III).  This is significantly higher than preceding years. India’s National AIDS Control Organization has found that only 16% of people below the age of 25 have ever attempted to use a Voluntary HIV/AIDS testing and counseling center. While each country is experiencing the epidemic differently, HIV/AIDS is a reality for everyone, regardless of nationality. 
IWHC believes that young women need to be heard and have a place at the policy table.  The 8th International Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (ICAAP) offers the opportunity to bring together a group of young women (ages 18-24) with diverse backgrounds and a desire to discuss and elevate their voices on the subject of HIV/AIDS.  
From August 16-18, IWHC will facilitate a discussion and training with 10 young women from the region prior to the ICAAP.  Participants will:

· Explore what HIV/AIDS means to this generation

· Prioritize challenges faced and perceived solutions

· Learn how international agencies and agreements have an impact on countries, communities and young people’s lives

· Gain skills needed to voice their needs effectively to stimulate attention, agreement and action.

· Develop plans and learn tactics to successfully negotiate with social and political leaders

· Put lessons learned into practice during the ICAAP, August 19-23

IWHC will cover costs for travel, lodging, meals, visas, travel insurance and registration fees for the ICAAP for all participants.  

To participate you must:

· Be a woman between the ages of 18-24

· Hold a valid passport from an Asian country

· Have experience working in social movements (i.e. HIV/AIDS, women’s, health, youth, human rights, environment, development) 

· Ability to read, write and work in English.  

Applications are due on April 2.  

IWHC is closely monitoring the fluctuating security situation in Sri Lanka.  If the situation escalates, the ICAAP may be cancelled and IWHC may re-schedule for a later time and different venue.  

IWHC is committed to women and girls’ health and rights worldwide.
	Surname
	     

	First Name
	     

	Date of Birth
	     

	Nationality
	     

	Address
	     

	Telephone
	     

	Mobile
	     

	Fax
	     

	Email
	     

	Organizational Affiliation/School
	     

	Position/Field of Study
	     


Please answer the following on a separate piece of paper, no more than 2 pages. 

1. Why is this training important to you and what skills and experience can you bring to this training? 

2. What are some of the issues young women and girls from your community face and how can young people be involved in policy and decision making? 

3. What social movements are you involved with and how do you contribute to it? 

4. What impact does HIV/AIDS have on your life? 

5. Describe a campaign or advocacy activity you would like to undertake following the ICAAP. 

Please send two letters of recommendation with this application. 

Please submit this application form by April 2.  You are welcome to submit your responses in any form of media desired.  We welcome traditional typed applications as well as non-traditional methods, including video.  We prefer electronic submissions (asia@iwhc.org) but hard copy is acceptable, send to:  

IWHC

Attn: Suzie Ko

Program Assistant, Asia and International Policy

333 7th Avenue, 6th Floor

New York, New York 10001

USA
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