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APPLICATION FOR POLITICAL ADVOCACY E-COURSE 
Wednesday, May 16 – Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Please submit by Friday, May 11 to advocacy@youthaidscoalition.org
As part of GYCA's capacity-building efforts, we will be providing a free e-course on Political Advocacy from Wednesday, May 16 – Wednesday, June 13, 2007.  

This course is a peer-to-peer training to educate young people about effective political advocacy methodology for HIV/AIDS issues. The course focuses around the following areas:

1) To create an action plan for research on government commitments to date;

2) Establish solutions based on needs with a focus on youth-adult collaboration;

3) Learn how to approach government officials and present those solutions effectively; 

4) Learn how to monitor and evaluate your work.

The course will take four weeks and at least 6-8 hours/week. Participants are expected to be dedicated and committed to the course. Participants will end the course with an action plan they are expected to implement. Final action plans should center around an HIV/AIDS issue.
Criteria for a certificate of course completion is as follows: 

· Submit answers to weekly questions by weekly deadlines in order to complete your Final Political Advocacy Plan. 

· Meaningfully contribute to the discussion board at least once for each discussion topic (there will be three topics assigned per week).

· Final Political Advocacy Plan should be completed and satisfactory (all questions answered fully and coherently).

It is crucial that if you are considering applying, you must be devoted to follow up post-course on a monthly basis. You will be obligated to communicate with a facilitator about the progress of implementing the information you learned. We hope to showcase successful research and advocacy on several GYCA forums. 

If you will be busy with time-consuming projects or if you are travelling throughout May/June and will have little to no Internet access – do not apply!

The deadline for submission is Friday, May 11. Please submit the following application as a Microsoft Word attachment (do not paste it in the body of your e-mail!) to: advocacy@youthaidscoalition.org
Selected participants will be notified by or on by Wednesday, May 16. Please make sure that you have internet/computer access during these days!  If we don’t hear from you by Friday, May 18, we will be forced to give people on the waitlist a chance.  People who are not selected are encouraged to reapply next time and to note that they are re-applying in their application, as they will be given priority.

MEET THE INSTRUCTORS:

Caitlin L. Chandler: Caitlin L. Chandler is a Project Officer for the Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS.  Caitlin has over three years of experience working with HIV/AIDS nonprofits.  In New York, she served as a Board Member and Marketing Director of the NYC Student Initiative for AIDS, a nonprofit student-run organization, where she oversaw a ‘Get Tested’ campaign and three benefit shows that raised several thousand dollars.  

Caitlin also worked as the 2004 World AIDS Week Director for the West Africa AIDS Foundation in Accra, Ghana, where she oversaw the creation of a song, music video and concert that drew over 10,000 people.  She produced a short documentary while there about the pandemic.  Caitlin later created a digital photography exchange program, Talking With Pictures, between a public school in Accra and New York City.  She was an intern for Doctors Without Borders' Access to Essential Medicines Campaign and is a founding board member of the Health Equity Project.

Caitlin is a graduate of New York University, where she received her honors B.A. in history and comparative literature. She studied abroad in Cuba, Ghana and conduced research in South Africa for her senior thesis on the evolution of violent political resistance to apartheid.  She was born and raised in Virginia, U.S.A.  

Naomi Sorkin: Naomi recently completed her Master's in International Development and Gender Analysis in the UK. For her thesis, she conducted fieldwork with clients of community-based care centers around Kampala, Uganda. Her research addressed the need for further integration of sexual and reproductive health services into HIV/AIDS programming.

Before her Master's, Naomi worked in Chile and Ecuador for two years, teaching and working on local level development projects. She completed her first degree in Sociology and Spanish at Sarah Lawrence College in New York and has now returned to the city in the hopes of contributing to HIV/AIDS policy and programming.
Final Application Instructions
Applicants are expected to work on an advocacy campaign related to HIV/AIDS.
Please fill out the attached application if you are interested and are aware of the requirements above.
Please note: The texts for the e-course are posted on-line. Participants may either read them on-line or print them out. If you wish to print out the texts, please be prepared for the cost of printing.
Please do not write in all-caps, do not write in bold and spell check in English before turning in your application!
Please only turn in the following application section of this document. Do not send us the application instructions.

Important Note: (It is mandatory for you to be a TIG and GYCA member to take this course! To become a TIG member, please go to www.takingitglobal.org and sign up.  To become a GYCA member, send a blank email to gyca-subscribe@groups.takingitglobal.org (AFTER you have created a TIG profile!)
Reminder: The deadline for submission is Friday, May 11, 2007.
Please only send us this part of the application! You do NOT need to resend the instructions above!
E-Course Application – Grant writing/Fundraising

Please do not write your responses below in bold.

Last Name: 

First Name: 

Age: 

Gender: 

City and Country: 

E-mail Address (Provide only one):

(Please give the one that you will use for the duration of the course and beyond. E-mail Address MUST BE THE SAME ADDRESS YOU USE TO SIGN UP AS A TIG MEMBER)

Affiliated organization: 

Your role in the organization:

Postal address (either your organization or your own – whichever accepts your post mail):

(Please provide complete address with street name and number, city, country, zip/postal code)

Best telephone number at which you can be reached: 

(Please provide full country + city code)

Please give a 2 – 3 paragraph bio of yourself (including relevant work experience): 

How did you find out about this e-course?: 

Do you have a TIG username and password? (Yes or No): 

1) Please share why you are interested in taking this course and what you expect to learn from it. Do you have a current campaign you would like to work on after the course ends, or do you expect to develop one during the course?

2) Please share how you first became involved in HIV/AIDS work, and what motivates you to continue working on HIV/AIDS or a related human rights issue.

3) Do you have political advocacy experience? If so, please share what you have done in the past, what you have accomplished and what you have learned. 

4) Have you ever collaborated with government representatives (either local or national)? If so, 

       please describe the project/programme that you worked on. 

5) Have you applied for a GYCA e-course before?



a) If so, which one(s) did you apply for?



b) How many times did you apply?

6) Have you taken a GYCA e-course before?  



a) If so, which one did you take and when?



b) If so, please share any positive or negative feedback about the course. 

7) Are you able to commit an average of 4-6 hours per week for 4 weeks?

8) Do you have Internet access and how often? Or could you arrange Internet access for the 4-week period of the course? 

9) Will you be willing to communicate with a facilitator about the progress of post-course follow up? (on an on-going basis – either via email, chat or phone)
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