Plenary Session 1

Question 1

Is there any need for need for cross-sectoral engagement for greater accountability? Please elaborate on your response to whether it is needful or not.
Definitely there is because the issue of corruption is a multi-sectoral problem and any attempt to address is must also be cross-sectoral and multi-stakeholder in nature.
Question 2

What are some of the key or current challenges related to accountability facing different stakeholders? (for instance the Government, Civil Society Organizations and other actors)
The government the greatest challenge is corruption and the lack of political will to deal with it.

For civil society organizations, the employment of the right calibre of workforce and promotion of integrity within the streams of operation remain the biggest challenges.
Question 3

What are some of the key economic and social issues related to the transparency and accountability of business?
Respect for human rights and corporate social responsibility are some of the major challenges.

Also taxation of businesses if not carefully operated will create corruption within the economy since the primary objective of businesses are to make profits and not to satisfy the needs of an over-taxing governments. Businesses are not revenue mobilizing agencies.
Plenary Session 2

Question 1

Have governments and/or civil society, at national and international levels, failed to guarantee the necessary human security for all people, particularly women and the disadvantaged? If yes, why?
In Ghana they have not. The domestic violence law has just been passed and accented to by the President of the republic. There are various interventions currently promoting women empower and development. Civil Society Organizations are believe are leading the way here in Ghana.
Also, for the first time ever, the Ghana government has created and resourced the Ministry of Women and Children’s Affairs 
Question 2

What are some of the reasons behind the apparent lack of progress on violence against women and children in some countries? Who are behind these reasons?  (Reference to your country of origin or residence will be highly appreciated).

The lack of legal frameworks to actualise the rights of women and children is till hampering efforts to defend the rights of women and children. Laws for the protection of women and children on national basis compel governments and all relevant stakeholders to act. Its absence leaves them with room for negligence and shirking of responsibility.
Question 3

How do we ensure that policy advocacy empowers grassroots women and youth? What can be done to build the capacity of women and youth at local level, and what can youth-led organizations, donors, youth themselves, and government do? Whose capacity are we building? How do we move issues concerning women to go beyond women issues?
By engaging women and the youth themselves and making them part of the decision-making process.

We can build their capacities by giving them the necessary training and resources.
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Question 1

Governments are undoubtedly the most powerful actors in policy implementation. What kinds of responsibilities must they have? When is it a government’s duty to become involved in situations (i.e. Darfur)?
Governments must continue to regulate the economy by providing a level playing field for all stakeholders or parties. Governments must also ensure that they undertake equitable distribution of the social wealth or the national cake. Equitable development is crtitical to promoting national cohesion and order.

To me, governments must only intervene to prevent situations of genocide or sometimes to defend national interest such as peace and security.
Question 2
How can governmental accountability be increased? (Think about market and business influences).
Government accountability can be increased through the promotion of free and independent judiciary, a vibrant print and electronic media and an absolutely active civil society to play the role of watch dog.
In Ghana for instance, there are over 120 FM stations, 20 accredited TV stations and a host of newspaper publications which, combined promote government accountability in various ways.
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Question 1

How would you define public goods? Is the government solely to be held accountable for the provision or sustainability of public goods? If not, who do you think are the other actors to be held accountable?
Public goods are those goods whose consumption cannot be restricted to one individual In other words; all people can enjoy the benefits of such goods or services without restricting the rights of others to also do so.
Question 2

Are world leaders living up to their promises towards mitigating climate change as enshrined in the 1997 Kyoto Protocol? What are some of the benefits of Actions and the cost of inactions towards this Protocol?
World leaders until recently were taking for granted the challenge of global warming and environmental protection. However, with the high-profile release of Al-Gore’s “Inconvenient Truth” movie, attention has sharply increased to the challenge global warming poses to the survival of our planet.

Also, but not surprisingly, the results from analysis made by a combined team of experts/scientists from over 100 countries about the dire impact of climate change on the planet earth and its attendant consequences on human life clearly is an awakening call to governments and decision makers.
In Ghana for instance, the major source of energy-the Akosombo hydroelectric dam is almost collapsed since only 2 out of 6 turbines are currently operating, plunging the entire nation into darkness. This clearly is the result of lack of rainfall to fill the Akosombo dam.
It beats my mind why any government should refuse up to now to ratify the Kyoto protocol.It is the highest form of insensitivity to environmental sustainability.

