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The TakingITGlobal Tour
Welcome to TakingITGlobal. TakingITGlobal is an international organization, led by youth and empowered by technology. TakingITGlobal’s network brings together young people in more than 200 countries to connect to opportunities and collaborate on projects addressing global problems and creating positive change.

TakingITGlobal operates in a stimulating, positive, innovative and international work environment. Our office is located, in the heart of downtown Toronto, near King St. and University Ave. Our flagship program, TakingITGlobal.org provides a ‘one-stop’ resource for youth built around five key areas – community, expression, opportunities, action, and voice. The site receives more than one million hits per day, and serves a membership of more than 100,000. The site uses a sophisticated custom-built technical platform.

TakingITGlobal has approximately twenty-two staff, full-time interns and volunteers based in Toronto, Canada. Supporters include Hewlett Packard, RBC Financial Group, Microsoft and the United Nations Development Program. In 2002, the World Economic Forum named Executive Director Jennifer Corriero as a Global Leader of Tomorrow. TakingITGlobal received recognition in press including Time magazine, CTV television, Fast Company magazine, Stern and the South China Morning Post.

Our staff shares a passion for global issues, a belief in the power of a group of individuals to create change and an understanding of the enabling potential of technology
To learn more about the staff and history of TakingITGlobal take some time and read through
We have put together a step by step interactive tour for you to do in order to develop an understanding of the many different facets that our online community has to offer.  We have tried to make this tour as simple as possible but we do understand that you might have many questions. Please make sure to write down any questions or comments that you might have and one of our staff will be more than happy to help you out. To go along with the list of instructions there is a check list for you to use to keep track of the tasks you have completed. In the check list there is a place for comments which we encourage to use.
Step One

· Sign up - http://www.takingitglobal.org/members/signup.html
· Spend some time working on your own profile.

Select your language –Using the translation tool at the top of the home page select your language

Step Two 
· Go to The Site Map - http://www.takingitglobal.org/sitemap.html
· Familiarize yourself with the Site Sections –
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 Explore the World
Step three 
· Start the interactive tour
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 Make Connections
Discussion Boards

TakingITGlobal Discussion Boards allow members to connect online and discuss everything from the digital divide to peace and conflict with hundreds of other TakingITGlobal members.
· Carefully read through and become familiar with the discussion board guidelines

http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/discuss/guidelines.html
· Read through the discussions
· Select three discussions and post a reply
http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/discuss/
e-Cards

TakingITGlobal has a free e-card collection that enables you to let friends and/or family members know you're thinking of them on their birthday or other special occasion
· Go to http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/ecards/
· Take some time and go through the various collections from the many young artists from around the world.
· Send an ecard to a close friend, or to yourself to see how it works

An interesting fact about TakingITGlobal e- cards is that you can send Global Gallery entries as e-cards!

Groups

Groups are a simple and free way for groups of people to communicate and collaborate around projects and shared interests. Groups provide the key tools needed to connect and sustain the activities of a team project, an active discussion group, or a network of people
· Become familiar with TakingITGlobal groups

http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/groups/
· Search for a group that is located in your city and is focused on a specific issue
· Search the database for a group that is located in the last city you traveled.
· Search a group that is located in another country
· Join a group that is of interest of you

Member Search

Browse through TakingITGlobal's vast youth network! You can find members based on location, language, interests, and more.
http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/membersearch/
· Search three different members by searching through the different categories

· Find a new member and send them a welcome message.

· Check out Henry’s profile http://profiles.takingitglobal.org/ekwuruke he is one of TakingITGlobal’s most active members.

Member Stories

Are you inspired, informed and involved? This section is dedicated to showcasing the personal perspectives, ideas and issues facing TakingITGlobal members.
· Read three member stories

http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/stories/
If you are interested, create your own member story

Newsletters

Read current and past issues of our newsletters, including the Dispatch, TakingITGlobal's official monthly newsletter
· http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/newsletters/dispatch/
· Read one edition of Dispatch

Promote TakingITGlobal
Spread the word -- Get your friends involved
TIGBlogs

TIGBlogs are TakingITGlobal's online space for you to reflect on events, talk about your travels, comment on the news, or just chat about your day
· See what people are saying in their TIGBlogs

http://www.takingitglobal.org/connections/tigblogs/
· Post three responses to other member’s blogs

· Create your own TIGBlog
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Take Action
Guide to Action

TakingITGlobal's Guide to Action helps you reflect on what you want to do, get inspired about your potential, become informed about what to do, get involved and act
· Download and print the guide to action.

http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/guide/
· Read through the action guide.
Open Forums

As an offline component of TakingITGlobal, Open Forums give TIG members and young people from a particular country the opportunity to meet and discuss relevant issues that they deal with in their communities. [image: image10.png]


http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/openforums/
· Read about Open Forums http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/openforums/about.html
· Take note of any questions that you might have about them.

· How would you explain what an open forum was to someone
Projects

Discover the many projects that TakingITGlobal members around the world are working on, get involved, or start your own. http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/projects/
· Search three different projects
· Become familiar with how one would start a project
· Become familiar with how one would join a project

Voice

Voice is about youth participation. If you want to be a part of local, national and/or international decision-making processes, including the United Nations, you will find the necessary information, tools and resources here. [image: image11.png]


http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/voice/
· Read through Voice
Workshop Kit

Are you ready to run a workshop? Use TakingITGlobal's Workshop Kit to help you organize a successful workshop.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/action/workshopkit/
· This workshop is quite lengthy, so just read through it enough to have an understanding of what it offers youth.
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 Browse Resources
Events

Check out upcoming events from across the globe in the events directory
http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/events/
· Take a look at TakingITGlobal’s events calendar
http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/events/calendar.html
· Take a look at the event map
http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/events/eventmap.html
· Search the event data base for three events that you might be interested in attending.
Organizations

Learn about hundreds of amazing organizations and what they're working on in the organizations directory.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/orgs/
· Search the organization data base for an organization that deals with the environment

· Search for and organization that deals with human rights
· Search for an organization that focuses on the Millennium Development Goals

· Search one of interest to you
Professional Opportunities

Browse through internships, volunteer positions, and other professional opportunities in our database. http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/prof/
Financial Opportunities

Browse through grants, scholarships, and other financial opportunities in our database
http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/financial/
· What are the differences between professional opportunities and financial opportunities?
Toolkits and Publications

Browse through our database of declarations, research reports, toolkits, and other publications
http://www.takingitglobal.org/resources/toolkits/
· Become familiar with this tool –
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 Express Yourself
Global Gallery
TakingITGlobal's Global Gallery is a platform for artistic expression that aims to promote cross-cultural understanding worldwide. [image: image14.png]


http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/index.html
· Please read through the about us section found in the Global Gallery.  Make sure that you have an understanding of its mission statement and how it came to be.

http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/about/index.html#mission
· Visit our member’s collections. Post response to three different pieces of art work  Try searching by country, keyword or artist
http://www.takingitglobal.org//express/gallery/artists/index.html
· Make sure that you understand how to submit artwork into the Global Gallery

http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/submit.html
· How would you explain the Global Gallery to a new member?
Panorama

Check out Panorama, TakingITGlobal's online publication, with opinions, interviews, short stories, and poetry from around the world.  http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/panorama/
· Read through the Panorama criteria

http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/panorama/criteria.html
· Read and post a reply to one opinion piece, interview, poem and short story.
TIG Magazine

TIG Magazine is a compendium of the best in artwork and creative writing from TakingITGlobal's online community initiatives, the Global Gallery and Panorama Online Publication.
http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/magazine/
Inspire Group

Join the Inspire Group and receive a monthly newsletter outlining opportunities and action related to culture and the arts that are happening globally and locally
http://groups.takingitglobal.org/inspire
Intersections

Intersections will capture, in images, words and sounds, the interpretations, contradictions and manifestations of the theme “intersections”
http://www.takingitglobal.org/express/gallery/intersections/
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 Understand Issues
Understand Issues

Inform yourself on important global issues.
http://www.takingitglobal.org/understand/
· Become familiar with the different global issues that TakingITGlobal has in its Understand Issues section
· Inform yourself on three different issues of your choice

Featured themes

Featured Themes are focal points which spark dialogue on important topics.
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  Explore the World
Country Site

Browse country sites, and access country information using the flash map.
http://www.takingitglobal.org/explore/
· What is the featured country right now?
· Search through the top 25 most active country sites
