REPORT OF BRITISH COUNCIL/ WORLD BANK DEBATE TO ACTION (DTA) STEP DOWN PROJECT
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTED BY HAVEN DESIGNS CO. IN COLLABORATION WITH FORESIGHT YOUTH FELLOWSHIP (NEW ESTATE BAPTIST CHURCH)

TITLE

LIVE D DREAM

DATE

9TH JUNE 2007

VENUE

57, ADISA BASHUA STREET, OFF ADELABU STREET, SURULERE,

LAGOS

REPORT BY
BESIDA OGBEMI

HAVEN DESIGNS
INTRODUCTION
As part of the expectation of the British Council/ World Bank Debate to Action (DTA) training workshops for youth organizations, the live d Dream Conference for young aspiring entrepreneurs was a dream come true for both the organizers as well as participants.

The purpose of the conference was to address the millennium development goal 1& 8; eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and global partnership respectively. Thus, the workshop sought to challenge young individuals to invest in their future by discovering their natural capabilities and been able to translate these talents into formal business ventures.
Taking advantage of the growth of the Small and Medium Enterprise in Nigeria, Haven Designs tries to help young people aspiring to be entrepreneurs to face the challenges of setting up viable businesses that will out live them. The seminar was meant to expose them to relevant skills and knowledge to enhance best business practices.                   

NARRATION
The programme started by 9.30a.m with registration of participants. It was followed by a welcome speech by Besida Ogbemi, a managing partner with Haven Designs. She introduced the programme and the expectation of the organizers. She also introduced the Master of ceremony, in the person of Okechukwu Ukeji (winner of Armstel Malt, Guiness Box office). He anchored the rest of the programme.  
Femi Afolabi, a motivational speaker, emphasized that the youths are the future of Nigeria. And that future is right here. Hence, the need for them to discover their gifts and empty themselves for the benefit of society and posterity. 
“Cashing” your dream the entrepreneurial way, focused on how to turn your potential into reality, perspective businesses one could think of, who is an entrepreneur , where to start. It also talked about what FATE Foundation (an organisation geared towards producing world class entrepreneurs) had to offer. This session was facilitated by Yomi Onakoya, Head, Communications, FATE Foundation. 
A session on writing successful proposals was up next, by Uttonwa Akinlaja. She is a partner and trainer with the Black & White Group and a representative of Globe med International in Nigeria   
Then we had one and half hour interactive session with entrepreneurs like Bimbola Tiamiyu, MD, Mona Matthews (a shoe designer), Bukola Adenuga, MD, Proverbs Creation (ladies accessories and head gears), and Afolabi Adetola (an investment analyst and winner of the Bank PHB, intern show). All these shared their personal experiences and their wiliness to assist young people. A question and answer segment followed. A lot of people were inspired to take initiative and to move ahead.

A drama sketch on the MDG’S was done. It involved music and dance. This was followed by a brief explanation of what the goals and expectations were.
The programme was rounded off by Miss Besida Ogbemi with a short awareness on the programmes of the British Council available to young people. This she did with permission from Bunmi Moses, who was unable to make it.

Conclusively, the programme was brought to an end by 4.30 p.m. After which participants were encouraged to visit exhibition stands. Some of the crafts on display were beads and accessories, hats and hair pieces, soft furnishing made in adire.
FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS
A feedback mechanism was created through questionnaires, to know if the expectations of participants were met. And based on this, expectations were fully met.

Participants also encouraged organisers to put together more of such events and get more people to benefit from it.

FUTURISTIC PLAN
 We at Haven Designs are committed to networking young people to organisations, individuals and networks to help us succeed.

We look forward to having this conference on a yearly basis. This yearly conference will act as a build upon previous ones. Thus we look forward to valuable and sustainable partnerships both locally and internationally.
We thank all our resource persons, participants/ exhibitors for their support in the successful actualisation of this project . And also the British Council/ World Bank for their gesture and moral support in cash and kind. 

NOTE
The pictures of the event are attached to this mail.   

