Mini – Plenary Session 5

Is participatory governance at local more likely to achieve the attainment of the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) at national levels? Explain your answer.

Ans: 
Yes, I would say that participatory governance at the local levels is more likely to achieve the attainment of the MDGs. This reality becomes possible only when facilities and resource needed to achieve the MDGs available at the national level is also available at the local level.
Ans:
Looking at the local and national level, the attention and resources are not really available since young people are often seen as a burden rather than an asset who are always dependant and most at time need to be taught. (Reference to a statement made by Jennifer Corriero, TIG) but on the International level some attention and resource are given (Reference to my involvement in international project in relation to the attainment of the MDGs).

On the other hand my concerns and recommendation on youth participation in the attainment of the MDGs is that the youth are the best people who can effectively contribute to the attainment of the MDGs due to their zeal, enthusiasm and their capability to think. As a matter of fact in comparing the age range of young people (UN definition 15 – 24) with that of the Adult (25 – above) you will realize that the young people can act fast and reason quickly. So I think they should be given a chance.
Mini – Plenary Session 7

What are some strategies and roles that civil society can play to promote greater accountability,

better decisions and increase participation of communities in decision-making processes that affect

them.

Ans:
The most important strategies and roles that civil society can play is to educate people in the communities on issues pertaining greater accountability and need for it and also provide the necessary facilities.
Mini – Plenary Session 8

10.8 million children die every year before their fifth birthday. Over 60% of these deaths were and remain preventable. Whose responsibility is it? – Despite the many commitments in the last 10 years, and its recognition as a human right, access to an essential package of health care services, nutrition, water and sanitation remain the most escapable objective of all. What needs to be done to make sure the health MDGs are met by 2015? – Are the reasons to the challenges and barriers to the success of the MDGs on health technical or political.
Ans:
I wouldn’t put the responsibility on a particular person or organisation but I think each and every individual is responsible and most of the responsibility should be on the government to make sure that educational health is promoted with more attention to areas where health facilities are lacked.

On the other hand, I think Awareness on health education must be created and must be hosted by the government and other reputable bodies with supports from individuals through the organisation of workshops and conference to enable the youth / individual understand the essence and the important need for health education. Also think that barrier to the success of the MDG’s are not fully based on health technical but mostly lies on the political aspect.
