When communities of people cannot recognize themselves in public institutions … [they] feel that they are strangers in society, that the society is not their society.1 

Raymond Breton 

Introduction: 

My discussion will aim to foster three main points that governs the area of Exercising Citizenship. 

Identity: fostering a society that recognizes, respects, and reflects a diversity of cultures such people of all backgrounds feel a sense of belonging and attachment to their Country 

Civic Participation: developing, among diverse people, active citizens with both the opportunity and the capacity to participate in shaping the future of their communities and their country. 

Social Justice: building a society that ensures fair and equitable treatment and that respects the dignity of and accommodates people of all origins. 

These three broad points identify some of the most significant attributes of a democratic and plural society. It is important to break these goals down into meaningful components that go beyond theory and can be addressed at a practical level. Policymakers, community leaders, and government officials, among others, must ask how these goals translate to the practical level, and how they will be achieved. 

Although these three goals are interconnected, for the purposes of this review, the terms “civic participation,” “political participation” and “civic engagement” are used interchangeably, and are drawn from others’ definitions. 

I believe and enforce my belief that Exercising Citizenship is more or less based on a set of rules or principles that govern affairs of humanity. It’s a rule of Law- the overall authority of the Constitution that one applies in life. Exercising Citizenship it self is a recognized international standard of civilized behavior. 

Papua New Guinea is a democratic state and is required to maintain the moral and ethical obligation of democracy. In Communist States; it’s quite hard to enable full participation from every one, for example in Asia-Pacific region (former President of Indonesia was accused of abuse of democratic rights of its people but He agued that it was a controlled democracy. Suharto 1967-1998. We also have problems in North Korea and China those are some of the states that have been accused internationally for their strong controlled over people’s right to speak or participate. 

In my discussion; I will aim to talk about the existing structures of process of exercising citizenship in Papua New Guinea and the global context of commitments to uphold certain agreed Rights. 

Executive Summary: 

Papua New Guinea like many other developing nations around that world is face with a lot of issues related to the area of full participation in terms of Exercising Citizenship. 

Under our constitution, the Preamble, of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea on the 16th of September 1975 makes it clear for full participation of all Papua New Guineans in efforts to maintain clear level of dialogue between parties involve in decision making to ensure our constitutional duties are carried out with full participation from all sectors. 

The 1st Goal of the Independent State of Papua New Guinea- We declare our First goal to be for every person to be dynamically involved in the process of freeing himself or herself from every form of domination or oppression so that each man or woman will have the opportunity to develop as a whole person in relationship with others. 

The Second Goal- We declare our second goal to be for all citizens to have equal opportunity to participate in, and benefit from, the development of our country. 

The third Goal talks about political and economical independence and self-reliant, while the fourth Goal talks about protections of Environment and commitment to share and preserve for future generation. 

The final and the fifth Goal talks about the use of Papua New Guinean way of progressing development and problem solving in a cultural and traditional approach. 

But the challenges of political instability has been one of the causes of achieving our constitutional requirements. On other aspect; lack of education have also affected the overall participation from large community. 

The democratic process of voting age enables Papua New Guineans to have a say in the National Politics and Governances systems. In every five years a national elections is conducted to elect members to form the Government. 

Situation Analysis: 

The current tread of enabling greater participation of the large youthful populace of Papua New Guinea is one of the most challenging issues. With instability of Political rule it has affected policy makers and implementers to involve greater participation. 

The revised National Youth Policy of Papua New Guinea aims to foster and promote constitutional commitments and we hope it will achieve its objectives with full participation from young people in Papua New Guinea. 

To date, there has been successful participation from young people in certain initiatives conducted by National Youth Council but again there are not enough resources to help facilitate those initiatives with larger and full participation from through out PNG. 

This is due to geographical difficulties and limited modern technologies and infrastructure to meet rural population, which makes 85% of PNG population. 

On other hand, most people are not personally motivated to participate due to lack of knowledge, education, cultural and beliefs that they have. 

Papua New Guinea with its diverse cultures and with people speaking over 800 different languages shares its on difficulties with the modern ideology of full participation. 

In cases were, people’s rights are been breached; through the National Court of law people or persons have the right to appeal for a fair trail. Papua New Guinea doest not have a Human Right Commission but only has the Ombudsman Commission; which has the jurisdiction power under the Constitution to only apply the Organic law on Leadership. This does not apply to every citizen but only for those who hold key Constitutional Office. 

Civil Society 

The civil society, particularly Churches and Non-Governmental Organization have played are major role in enabling full participation of young people in the area of exercising citizenship. 

There are certain activities that have enable young people to understand and appreciate their involvement in Sports, Church activities, etc. most of the initiatives undertaken by civil society have aimed to enable people to identify themselves about their roles in the process of community and national development. 

Cultural roles and responsibilities have also helped young people identify themselves with their peers and cultures, while participating in certain cultural activities. 

Civil Society as a big role to play and it has been the corner stone of full participation of every mankind. The only constrain faced by civil society has been the barriers of communication and support from Governments. 

Governmental and Political initiatives 

The PNG structure of process of involvement of full participation from the large civil society is embarked on the following structure. 

The National Government through National Youth Council to Provincial Youth Council and District Youth Council, Local Youth Council and Ward Youth Council the Churches and NGO has a direct negotiations and participation at all levels of this structure. 

There have been a wide range of youth participation in the area of exercising citizenship but again the hardship faced by participates due to certain constrains that deprives them full participation. The Government still does not give much attention to the area of Youth Participation. 

Only few educated young people have participated in number of conference, forums and development planning. 

Example: Youth involvement in drafting the National Strategic Plan for HIV-AIDS 

Youth Involvement in Community Policing and Law and Order initiatives 

Consultation and drafting of National Youth Policy 

Hosting of the Pacific Youth Ministers Conference and sending over 40 youth delegates to attend the 1st Pacific Youth Arts Festival. Supporting other partners in conducting the National MDGS Summit and Mock Youth Parliament. 

There is still are need for greater commitments to be taken by Government to its obligations. 

International Recognized initiatives 

Under the UN systems the provision for full youth participation is encouraged and welcome for member states to include their Youth Ambassadors to attend the General UN Assembly during the October sessions. There are certain international commitments and convention been passed and agreed to commit into enabling clear level of full participation from its people. 

Example: UN Human Rights Convention, UN anti-Corruption, Children’s’ and Women’s Convention. 

In 1966 the rights enshrined in the 1948 universal declaration in Human Rights has been divided into two covenant on civil and political rights and the international covenants on economic, social and cultural rights. The 1st part was drafted to cover individuals’ rights while the second was to cover states duties. 

Papua New Guinea as a member to both the Commonwealth and UN system is required through obligation and co-operation to ensure that full respect and participation from all sectors of its society are involved. 

Conclusions: 

I believe for full participation there needs to be a greater involvement from individuals, NGOS, Governments and leading international agencies to facilitate and promote more participation and advocacy of the area of exercising citizenship. 

I would also like to make a specific need for greater dialogue and networking with different sectors of the society within the national and international arena; this process will enable people to identify themselves with each other in respect through participation and enabling social justice to prevail. I would like to conclude by quoting former Secretary General of UN Kofi Anang’s statement. 

“No-one is born a good citizen, no nation is born a democracy. Rather both are processes that continue to evolve over a lifetime. Young people must be included from birth. A society that cuts itself off from its youth severs its lifeline…” 

