INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF INDIGENOUS YOUTHS AND CHILDREN (INIYAC)
CONCEPT PAPER
PREAMBLE 

Affirming that indigenous people are equal to all other people and recognising the differences amongst people of the world. Noting that indigenous people represent 5 percent of the world's population. 

Affirming that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. 
Considering the fact that all human beings have the rights to life, liberty and security of person's as affirmed by the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 

Influenced by the Charter of the United Nations, United Nations Declaration on Human Rights, the ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples and the United Nations Declaration on the rights of Indigenous People. 

Concerned that indigenous people's face many problems, which violates international conventions and instruments. Noting the diversity of indigenous people and recognising the fact that they share common problems and issues in dealing with the prevailing, or invading society. 

Concerned of the fact that the cultures of indigenous people are being lost and that the cultures of indigenous people are being lost and that indigenous people suffer both discrimination and pressure to assimilate into their surrounding societies.  

Considering the fact that human rights held to belong to individuals by virtue of their being human, encompassing civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights and freedoms, and based on the notion of personal human dignity and worth.   

Taking into consideration the fact that in the conflagrations which have afflicted indigenous people and their communities, it is the youths and children who are the most vulnerable, who suffer the most and who have had the greatest number of victims.

Recognising the fact that the most active group of people in any armed conflict affecting indigenous people is the young people. 

Further recognising the fact that young people who's minds are supposed to serve as instrument and catalyst of peace and development find themselves victims of circumstances beyond their control due to inadequate information and education.

Believing that youths and children are the crème of any indigenous society as the leaders in future making in a world fit for us. 

Convinced that indigenous youths and children wish to have an assured future and that education, peace, freedom and justice are among the chief guarantees for our desire to be sole architect of our future. 

Concerned that it is our fear that if the future indigenous youths and children inherit what we have inherited from the past generation, there will never be lasting peace, progress, and development in our indigenous societies.    

Thus, triggered the formation of a unified network of indigenous youths and children which shall be called (INIYAC) 

The said organisation shall comprises of indigenous youth and children's from all parts of the world without distinct of race, sex, nationality, language, colour, tribe or religion which serve as a barrier for the integration of indigenous people and people of the world as affirmed in the charter of the United Nations. 

STATUS 
The Network shall have an international structure and shall be an action based advocacy network of indigenous youths and children's.  The Network shall be a non-political, not-profit making charitable and voluntary network.

VISION
To mobilise and unify indigenous youths and children all over the world by developing and empowering one another, sharing and learning experiences and advocating for our rights, needs, and responsibilities that will lead to the realisation of our rights to life, education and health.   

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the organisation shall be open to Indigenous Youths and Children, Youth and Children's indigenous organisations, non-organised indigenous groups and persons that want to support the network. 

The network shall comprises only youths and children between the age bracket of 9-35 years of age, who are ready to act for change and dedicated to serving their fellow indigenous people and communities. 

STRUCTURE
The structure of the network shall comprises of the International Co-ordinating Teams, Regional Co-ordinating Teams and National Co-ordinating Teams.  

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

1. Develop  partnerships and networking between indigenous youths and children

2. Create opportunities for indigenous youths and children in meeting their needs and aspiration for a world fit for them. 

3. Lobby Governments, UN agencies, Civil Society Organisations and other partners to listen and respond to the needs and problems affecting indigenous youths and children. 

4. Represent youths and children in indigenous forums, conferences, training and any other gathering were indigenous issues is being discussed. 

5. Promote mass information, education and communication amongst indigenous youths and children groups. 

6. Organise and co-ordinate youth-friendly indigenous programs and projects.  

7. Experience and explore other cultures through long-term community partnerships.

8. Create an atmosphere in which in which youth led economic and community development can be implemented and strengthened.

9. Stimulate environments through which youths and children indigenous people, groups and community will creatively learn, work, and solve problems together through reciprocal cultural, educational, municipal, business, professional and technical exchanges and projects.

10. Collaborate with other international and national indigenous organisations in other countries, which share similar goals.
CONCLUSION  

This paper was developed to guide the formation of this network and to give an idea of what the network will look like. The final process on how this network will be formed, strategies and focused will depend on the collective responsibilities of all interested indigenous youths and children, including youth led indigenous groups and strategic partners. 

The draft constitution will be prepared and circulated to all those concerned and a task force committee will be established to implement actions. 

I hereby challenge all indigenous youths and children, indigenous organisations and all those working with indigenous people to support and champion this noble initiative, especially at this time where the UN General Assembly has declined to adopt our declaration. 

I recognise the fact that not everything faced can be changed, but strongly believe that noting can be changed until it is faced. 

The struggle continues!!!!!!!!! 
