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Africa 2007: a celebration of culture and identity

Belongings

What is Belongings?

Belongings is one of five regional projects that together constitute ‘Africa 2007: a celebration of culture and identity’, a three-year regional programme in East, West and Southern Africa led by the British Council. The programme aims to explore notions of culture and identity to generate fresh ideas and create new understandings between individuals and communities in Africa and the UK. It focuses on current identities and future possibilities, enabling people in Africa and the UK to explore relationships, trace journeys in the past to build mutual understanding from new perspectives. 

Background

Two important anniversaries took place in 2007. Two hundred years ago Parliament in Britain passed the Act to abolish the slave trade in the British Empire, the start of a long road to abolition. And fifty years ago Ghana gained independence from Britain. Ghana was the first sub-Saharan country to achieve independence, a move that began an ongoing process of empowerment and decolonisation across Africa. These anniversaries mark significant moments of the change in the relationship between Africa and the UK. Each presents an opportunity to explore and re-examine this relationship in its many manifestations, past and present, and to create new relationships that will contribute to a better future for both Africa and the UK.
Scope

The project duration is two years, ending in 2009. Extension beyond that date will be investigated but is dependent of the project success and funding.

Belongings involves approximately 400 young people (18-25 years old), half from East and West Africa and half from the UK. It involves at least 11 countries, including the UK. Participants will be drawn, where possible, from youth groups and the informal sector rather than schools. Links will be established with schools and school projects to ensure wide dissemination of knowledge and experience gained from the project.

The participants will take part in two-week structured exchanges. There will be a number of essential activities pre- and post exchange that will take place in home countries.

Approach
The ‘belongings’ are objects and ideas collected from the participants’ communities and gathered into bags for their journeys. The collection and discussion of these objects and ideas is a central element of the pre-exchange activities. The ‘objects’ are not restricted to physical items. The exploration that takes place in home countries and ideas generated will be presented in a variety of forms on the exchanges. Participants will then return home with objects and ideas from the places they have visited. The participants will record their experiences in the learning journals and use audio diaries, cameras and web logs. A central part of the project is that the young people disseminate their experience, insights and materials through school and community projects and the media. 
The project is based on reciprocity as Africa will host UK young people and UK youth organisations will host young people from Africa. This will enable young people from both sides to benefit from cross-cultural experiences.

Timeline

August/September 2007
100 African young people travel to the UK for two weeks

December /January 2007
100 UK young people travel to Africa for two weeks 
September 2008

100 African young people travel to the UK for two weeks 

December 2008

100 UK young people will travel to Africa for two weeks

































