E-consultation on Youth participation in ICTs for Health Development 

Summary of Week 1

1. Explain ICTs in your own words.

· Some respondents referred to ICTs as technology tools that help us communicate, inform, store and share knowledge whilst transcending many traditional barriers of geography, law, politics, and even physics.

· Others saw ICTs as a new way of expression/communication associated with globalization.

· A few others perceived ICTs as tools that connect people around the world. They saw ICTs as an avenue to get informed, involved and inspired to shape our world and communities.
“Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is a modernized tool that has the capacity to influence all sectors of the society. Driven by technologies, ICT has been employed effectively as a capacity enhancement and service delivery tool in the areas of health, education, sciences, security, and entertainment among others” 






Emeka Nwosu

Project Coordinator, 
Youth Empowerment & Child Labour 
Elimination Project (YCEP - NIGERIA)

2. Explain Health (especially Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health including HIV/AIDS) in your own words.

· Most participants in the E-consultation referred to Health (especially Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health including HIV/AIDS as a whole sphere of issues, findings, realities and expectations of people’s wellbeing due to their human bodies not failing naturally or failing by inducement from pathogens and other foreign matter. 
· It involves a state of being able to grow, having good prospects for continued survival and being able to cope with everyday activities. Specifically, adolescent sexual and reproductive health includes youth being well socially, mentally, emotional, physiological and physically because their reproductive health systems are in order and have not being subjected to either pathogenic or physical adulteration. This may include “having a satisfying and safe sex life and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freedom to decide if, when and how often to do so” but not exclusive. 
· Some participants were quick to point out the fact that health is not just the absence of disease or pathogens, but the availability of safe options and choices, rights, skills and the absence of pressure for Young People.
“Health, for me, is among basic human rights. Health signifies well being of each person, mentally and physically. Hence, among each government’s main tasks is to allow its population to have access to comprehensive health services” 
Marie Sandra Ramonjison

Associate Expert on Youth Programming

UNFPA, Madagascar

3. What do you understand by the term development?

· Participants understood development as a process that evolve in stages by which people, through their own will, either assisted or through their wherewithal, attain certain goals that make their lives better and happier in their own eyes. They felt it should be sustainable so that future generations and indeed people living at the time of the progression do not suffer from the negative consequences. 

· Others saw development as a practice whereby an individual or a group attempts improvement economically, intellectually or emotionally.

· Development was seen as a tool to combat poverty, foster self reliance, improve organization and to maximize potential and profits.

“This is a process of positive change in economies, social, cultural and environment for a better and sustainable livelihood.”

Joof Ousainou

Gambia

4. What do you understand by the term ICTs for Health Development?

· Respondents understood ICTs for health development as technological tools that help make the health sector work better or faster and in so doing eliminating un-necessary processes. Examples given include storage of information on HIV+ PATIENTS and ART activities, public health messages, promote best practices.
· A few saw ICTs for health development as a means for young people to get informed, involved and inspired in processes that relate to their health and development.

“ICT for Heath development is the exploitation of information and communication technologies in improvement/advancement of health issues through sensitization, education provision and mobilization.”

Andrew William

Chairperson, National ISHI, Tanzania

5. In one sentence state how you think ICTs can be exploited to promote/enhance health status within overall development objectives

· Most respondents suggested that ICTs can be used to mitigate the effects of both brain – drain in the health sector of developing countries and inadequate personnel in the same sector through producing means of transferring skills, retaining skills when experts move on and indeed producing para – professionals that can work effectively and efficiently in providing some services that are needed in the sector and so freeing the doctors and nurses to do their basic jobs.
· Some stated that ICTs can be used to promote knowledge of popular opinion leaders for behavior change.
· Others stated that ICTs can be used as a source of health information to the general public which will enable them know the basic things to do when ill without seeing a doctor

“By designing and delivering useful applications, such as patient medical records systems, health management information systems (HMIS), and disease surveillance systems.”

Cyril Nii-Offei France

Co Director Africa 

Save Children Now, Ghana.
