HOPe

We are HOPe – Hiroshima Oasis for Peace. 

We have HOPe in the peace we build together. 

With HOPe you can do whatever you want and whatever you believe in. 

HOPe started out of frustration in May 2007. We were all students at Hiroshima University and felt that we had so much to share, so many experiences and so many ideas, but we never got the chance to speak about those things. We felt a big gap between school and actual experience. Since we all believe that peace starts between people, and that it is possible to make a difference, even in our everyday lives, we decided to do something. We started to meet and discuss about peace. We provoked our own definitions of peace, questioned what we are doing in our everyday lives and shared experiences that we have from working for peace. HOPe became our link between academia and practice. 

Many of us who met in those meetings had to leave Hiroshima. But we wanted to keep HOPe. Therefore, HOPe have now expanded from only being a local group at Hiroshima University to a world wide network using internet as a primary tool of communication. 

The goal of the network is keep the friendship and create friendship, because we believe that friendship is the very core of peace. And as friends, we can help each other; we can share information, inspire each other, share good examples and share experiences. But, since HOPe believes that it is possible to make a change, we are also doing actions together. Sometimes we do the actions in our local communities, sometimes we do a joint action. 

Peace has no definition for us, it is nothing static, it is a dynamic process of positive dealing with conflicts. This can be seen in our wide range of activities and issues addressed. 

The very core of HOPe can be found in the name itself;
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