Youth and Children Major Group

UN Commission on Sustainable Development

COORDINATOR APPLICATION FORM

All applications should be submitted by email to csdyouthcaucus@gmail.com by Friday, 20th July, 2007. Please note that selected applicants will go through vigorous background checks. Your application should not be more than 5 pages (excluding the information page)
SECTION A

1. FULL NAME (as in passport):    Constance Georgina Khaendi Walyaro





   GENDER:    Female
   DATE OF BIRTH (as in passport):  26th September 1979



   COUNTRY AND REGION:  Kenya, Africa
   EMAIL:    constancewalyaro@iypf.org, constance@youthaidscoalition.org , constancegeorgina@gmail.com 
   TELEPHONE:  +254. 722. 937102
SECTION B

1. Languages: Writing/Speaking/Translating

English: excellent/ excellent/ excellent, 
French: average/ average/ average, 
Swahili: good/ good/ good

2. Organization and other affiliations

The young leaders who gather for the second sitting of the Oxfam International Youth Parliament (OIYP) in July 2004 in Sydney come from every corner of the Globe and each of them has something unique to contribute. In their diversity they are united by common ideals. They are determined to work together to bring real change where it is needed most in the world. KOFI ANNAN, Former Secretary General, United Nations
Global security requires real positive and lasting global development. Based on the premise that this sort of development can only be achieved where basic health and rights are realized, in 2002, I set up the youth run development agency Citron Wood Foundation [CWF]. With the support of other determined young people and a large network of interns, volunteers, experts and academia, through several initiatives, we continue to dedicate our energy and knowledge in an effort to bring positive and sustainable socioeconomic development where it is needed most. To this end, we are establishing conditions under which the welfare of the underprivileged can be enhanced, while taking an active role in key environmental concerns and conservation. (i)Poverty Reduction & Sustainable Development, (ii) HIV/AIDS, Malaria & Neglected Diseases, (iii) Human Rights and (iv) Environmental Conservation are our crosscutting priority areas. We are laying the foundation for communities to build more secure, sustainable and positive futures. 
Our mission: to lay the foundations for communities to build more secure, sustainable and positive futures.’

Our vision: empowered communities free from poverty, conflict,  hunger and disease

I have held several offices including my role now as President and Chief Executive Officer of Citron Wood Foundation, whilst contributing immensely to various key development processes including: Government Of Kenya-UNICEF Work Plan 2004-8, NEPAD APRM, ECOSOC, WSIS, WTO, IAC2006, UNGASS 2006. I have excellent team building, administrative and leadership skills. I lead and manage a team of very experienced administrative and support staff, overseeing the proper operation of the development agency in accordance with its charter by setting operational guidelines, policies and strategies. I undertake t, financial management, policy formulation, project management, recruitments and duty assignment, communication & networking, monitoring and evaluation, development research & mapping, advocacy, capacity building and technical assistance through trainings, workshops, campaigns etc. I’m also engaged in fostering integration, consolidation and building of new alliances as this enhances efficacy and ensures that we can continue making real lasting contribution to communities, the region, and the world. 

Our actions or lack of them have strong bearing on the very survival and sustainability of society. 
….as long as poverty, injustice and gross inequality persist in our world, none of us can truly rest. Nelson Mandela
3. Experience in the UN CSD Process

Involved in several CSD related initiatives undertaken by several bodies including: UNGASS, UNDP, UN Habitat, WSIS,  by empowering young people [through capacity development, technical assistance, networking, best practice, advocacy, involvement in conferences] to effectively get involved and contribute to key development processes.

4. Experience in youth organizations at a national, regional or international level

In 2004, OIYP (Oxfam International Youth Parliament) selected me from over 2000 of the world’s brightest young leaders, to join their global network of social change leaders and activists working to build a peaceful, sustainable and equitable world. As part of my OIYP Action Plan I continue to set up/enhance resource centres for community based training programmes in slum/rural communities that are equipping young people across Kenya with skills that they are using to address the major challenges faced in their communities, namely poverty and HIV/AIDS.
I have gained a wealth of knowledge through numerous local and global development initiatives; as part of the Secretariat of the first ever-historical sitting of the African Youth Parliament; as an Oxfam International Youth Parliament [Partnerships www.iyp.oxfam.org]Action Partner and Trade Justice Activtist; as National Campaign Coordinator for the WSIS RYNICS Youth Caucus Campaigns in Kenya, Youth Representative to the National WSIS Taskforce and Pavilion subcommittee [www.wsisyouth.org www.madeinkenya.org] , and coordinator of the very successful inaugural Kenya Youth+ICT Convention 2005 and upcoming Convention in 2007;as the Eastern Africa Region Focal Point and Task Force Member for GYCA [Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS www.youthaidscoalition.org], as a Member of the Scientific Committee and the Toronto Youth Force at XVI International Aids Conference [Toronto 2006]; as a stakeholder at the UNGASS Youth Summit, UNGASS Review Meeting 2006 and Media Representative on CNN Live, UN Radio and UNFPA Teleconference; as a founding member of KeFoSPAN [Kenya Food Security Policy Advocacy Network] and an affiliate of KICTANET [Kenya ICT Action Network]; as steering committee member Kenya Biosafety Committee, as IYPF [International Young Professionals Foundation www.iypf.org] Board of Directors, Executive Assistant; as Founder and President of Citron Wood Foundation; and as a young professional, devout in the service of humanity.

5. Experience in issues around Sustainable Development – either concrete projects or policy engagement (other than the UN CSD process)

In 2004, OIYP (Oxfam International Youth Parliament) selected me from over 2000 of the world’s brightest young leaders, to join their global network of social change leaders and activists working to build a peaceful, sustainable and equitable world. As part of my OIYP Action Plan I continue to set up/enhance resource centres for community based training programmes in slum/rural communities that are equipping young people across Kenya with skills that they are using to address the major challenges faced in their communities, namely poverty and HIV/AIDS. Pastoralists are among the poorest and most marginalized groups in Kenya. Women, especially young women, and girls, form the most vulnerable group in these communities. The denial of their economic, social and cultural rights exposes them to greater exploitation and poverty, increased abuse and higher risk of HIV and AIDS. Most technological innovations affect men and women differently. With the Gender and ICTs 4 Rural Development project -in partnership with Quincey- we are promoting the use of ICTs4D among young rural Maasai women, who have 8th grade or equivalent of basic education in the 15-35 age bracket. We are equipping them with skills - Computers, SME Business skills, ICTs4D, Life Skills (HIV/AIDS, Employability) - that they can use to generate incomes, to sustain themselves and contribute to overall community development. The scale of devastation caused by poverty and HIV/AIDS is unmatched, but even the world’s poorest and most disadvantaged communities can make significant progress with quality treatment, effective prevention programs and sound development strategies. 

In 2005, I was selected for the OIYP Trade Justice Project.  Based on my work and experiences, the OIYP team in Sydney identified me, as an Action Partner who they believed would make a fantastic contribution to this project, and I have! The analysis in my action plan of the international trading system and especially on how i) trade liberalization contributes to the decline of economic growth and increasing poverty and ii) expanded protection for intellectual property rights continues to enable many pharmaceutical companies to maintain high prices for patented pharmaceuticals, which in turn ensures that medication is not affordable to the majority of people living with HIV/AIDS, was exactly the kind of perspective that they wanted participants in this project to examine further. As a member of the OIYP Trade Justice Project I received comprehensive training in international advocacy, trade justice and human rights issues (DTP and University of New South Wales, Australia); a thorough understand of how international trade affects local communities, and skills and contacts to speak out about this impact. The months leading up to the sixth WTO ministerial in Hong Kong, China 2005 and XVI International Aids Conference Toronto 2006 presented opportune times for increased action. I presented workshops and was involved in civil society activities at both these events. Through my Trade Justice Project Action Plan, we are not only increasing understanding and creating awareness about how the international trading system and international human rights framework operate and how to advocate within this complicated system; we are also ensuring that participants know how to effectively integrate human rights within development programmes, with the aim of strengthening accountability and empowering each other as both principals and effective agents of change for their own development in the struggle for trade justice. Most recently, in partnership with AAIK and other stakeholders, I have been involved in the processes leading up to the formation and launch of KeFoSPAN (Kenya Food Security Policy Advocacy Network) where I am a founding member and also part of the Task Force. We want to see empowered communities free of hunger and food insecurity. We are therefore very concerned about the safety and impacts of GMO’s on health, the environment, food security, small scale farmers, our cultural heritage, biodiversity and poverty. And we are currently mobilizing stakeholders, lobbying, negotiating with the Government, stakeholders as a steering group member of KBioC (Kenya Biosafety Coalition) to push for (i) amendments to the draft Bill and (ii) our inclusion in the formulation of an effective BioSafety Bill. Next month I will attend the Global Youth Assembly 2007 where I will be facilitating an interactive workshop on the operations of the international trading system [focus on AoA and TRIPs] and international human rights framework and how to advocate within these complicated systems with the aim of strengthening accountability and empowering each other as both principals and effective agents change in the struggle for trade justice. Trade policies must be human rights-consistent and development orientated, maximizing benefits and minimizing risks, especially for poor and vulnerable populations. 
Additionally, I am / have been involved in the facilitation of the following:

CWF Initiatives: 1. Global Youth Service Day-GYAN: Local Lead Agency, 2. WSIS Initiative: Youth Caucus Campaigns Kenya, National Campaign Coordinator, 3. WSIS Initiative: Kenya National ICT Visioning Workshop, 4. African Youth Parliament & Nepad APRM, 5. GMC Lessons for Life Kenya, 6. 2004 HIV/AIDS Monthly Theme Advisory Group, 7.Unite for Sight, setting up a chapter in Nairobi, 8. Control Arms Campaign, 9.Habitat Our Future, 10. Amani Africa, 11. UNOY & Peace it Together Campaign, 12. Environmental Conservation Initiatives: Greening Kenya, Clean Up the World, 13. OIYP Action Partner Project - Gender ICTs 4 Rural Dev., 14. OIYP youth and globalization Campaign, 15. MDG Campaign, 16. WPAY18. 17. Online Discussions@WomenWatch, 19. GCAP/Make Poverty History Campaign, 20.Citron Wood OIYP Trade Justice Project 

1 AYP [Logistics, Agenda Discovery Evenings, Editor AYP Nepad Update] , 2 OIYP [Action Partner, Trade Justice Activist], 3 GYCA [Eastern Africa Region Focal Point 2005/6, Task Force 2007], 4 WSIS RYNICs [Kenya,National Campaign Coordinator. Youth Representative WSIS National Taskforce, 5 ECOSOC, 6 UNGASS 2006, 7 Member of Government Of Kenya-UNICEF Annual Work Plan Drafting Team Member, 7 Kictanet, 8 KeFoSPAN, 9 Model United Nations: Delegate, Yugoslavia: Ecology/Environment Committee, 10  UNOY Peace builders [Focal Point Coordinator 2003/4, Member], 11 NEPAD APRM Kenya: Member Socio-Economic Development Thematic Group, 12 IYPF [Executive Assistant, Board of Directors], 13 WTO Hong Kong Ministerial MC6 [Head of CWF Delegation], 14  XVI International AIDS Conference [Toronto Youth Force, Member, Track A of the Scientific Programme Committee], 15 TIG [2004 Member of HIV/AIDS Monthly Theme Advisory Group] 
6. Relevant practical experience (describe briefly under the following areas)

a. Fundraising and writing proposals

Wrote proposals also received funds for the following: Gender & ICTs 4 Rural Dev., WSIS RYNICS, GMC Lessons for Life, CWF Trade Justice Project

b. Events management

Planning, Facilitation, Implementation: 

1 Citron Wood Foundation [all CWF initiatives], 2 AYP 2003[Logistics, Agenda Discovery Evenings], 3 GYCA Eastern Africa region national meetings and international aids day, 4 UNOY Peace builders - Peace it Together Campaign, 5 IYPF Summit - IYPS 2008, 6 XVI International AIDS Conference, Youth Pre Conference, 7 WSIS RYNICs National Campaign Coordinator. 
WSIS Campaign activities that had their climax at the first ever Kenya Youth and ICT Conventional 2005 that coincided with International Youth Day and Harambee Youth Week, include:

Advocating: ICT Policy and Practice
1. Youth and ICT & Young Women and ICT Sessions in July. 
 

2. E-Conference on Youth and ICT in Kenya,2 – 10 August
 

3. WSIS Youth Kenya hosted WSIS Youth Global Facilitator - Ms. T Akinsanm in Nairobi during “The Break” in June. 

4. 
Kenya Youth and ICT Convention 12th to 13th Aug - Launched by Ms. Alice   Munyua, Commissioner at Communications Commission of Kenya.

5. 
Active Youth Representation in Policy Groups: a) National ICT Policy Discussions. Position paper submitted to the Ministry of Information and Communication and KICTANet., b) 
National WSIS Taskforce and Pavilion subcommittee, c) Kenya ICT Action Network (KICTANet), d) 
Kenya ICT Federation
 
6. Active Youth Representation at Events: 
a) African Regional Youth Congress and Exposition, b) 
National ICT Stakeholders Conference-where ICT Policy was finalized, c) Tokyo WSIS Thematic Conference, WSIS Prepcom Geneva, WSIS Tunisia 2005, d) 
Nepad E-Africa Conference
7. Policy page http://projects.takingitglobal.org/wsisyouthkenya  
 

Projects: Promoting youth initiatives
1. Mapping and research of youth ICT 4 Dev. projects by Citron Wood - Information collected is being used to build a national ICT4D database.

2. 
Radio Coverage of youth ICT 4 Development projects on 'The Break' on Radio Waumini 88.5FM every Tuesday. 

3. Free SMS News Service for the deaf set up by OneWorld International was promoted by us - 87 hearing impaired people received relief food aid

4. Project website www.madeinkenya.org and moBlogging facility. Provision of free webspace, hosting and email access to women and ICT project , http://merge.madeinkenya.org

5. WSIS Youth Kenya List serve:
 http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wsisyouthkenya over 100 members

http://projects.takingitglobal.org/wsisyouthkenya, www.wsisyouth.org, www.madeinkenya.org
c. Public Speaking
CWF events, AYP Agenda Discovery Evenings, WSIS RYNICs convention, events & Tunis WSIS, OIYP - Sydney, WTO MC6, IAC 2006, GYCA events, UNGASS 2006, UNOY Peace it Together Campaign


d. Policy Advocacy

I have had formal training in policy advocacy and hands-on experience during the following: CWF initiatives especially Trade Justice Project, WSIS RYNICs, WTO MC6, IAC 2006, GYCA and training & events, UNGASS 2006, UNOY Peace it Together Campaign, KBioC

e. Networking and partnership-building 

Major Affiliates: AYP, African Wildlife Foundation, CleanUptheWorld, GYCA, GMC, GYAN, IYPF, KBioC, KeFoSPAN, Kenya Forest Working Group, Kictanet, E.A. Wildlife Society, OIYP, UNOY Peacebuilders, WSIS Youth Caucus, Global Movement for Children-GMC
7. References (at least two), include complete name, organization, telephone and email address. 

Mrs. Gladys Caroline Emisiko,

Director of Studies/Principal

Quincey 

P.O. Box 52162,

Nairobi.

Tel: +254.733.938496

gladyscaroline@yahoo.com 

Nicole BREEZE

International Coordinator

Oxfam International Youth Parliament

P.O. Box 1711, Strawberry Hills, 

NSW 2012, Australia

Tel:+61.2.8204.3900

nicoleb@sydney.caa.org.au  

8. Write any other information you deem relevant and significant not requested by the above questions but will better guide the Selection Committee in evaluating your application (max 200 words). 

Some of the greatest challenges at the heart of 
our development agenda are: poverty, good governance, hunger, conflict, making our societies inclusive, significantly increasing resources to fight our most devastating diseases - HIV/AIDS, TB, Malaria - and directing these resources to areas of utmost need, harnessing the benefits of science, technology and ICT’s, and the necessity to free the tremendous potential of the private sector and civil society. My aspiration is to significantly contribute to the many efforts that are realizing an acceptable quality of life for the world’s people. Especially, by freeing the tremendous potential of youth so that they can contribute in meaningful, substantive and sustainable ways to effectively address these local and global challenges. 

This is a magnificent opportunity, to voice concerns that I know are shared by many of us, to listen, to work with experts, mentors and other exceptional young leaders, to learn, to inspire and to be inspired, to offer novel perspectives on issues, to enhance practical skills, to network and build new alliances, to challenge myself and others to formulate improved models for overcoming impediments and in addition reinforce existing programmes that are moving us even closer to the achievement of the MDGs.  

9. In addition, please also include a 500-word statement outlining your vision for the re-structured Youth Caucus. 
ICT enabled development (e-development) has already brought about revolutionary changes impacting every aspect of society: connecting cultures, creating new opportunities for: agriculture, health, education, environment, employment, business, and governance.  When effectively used in a participatory, collaborative, economical and locally relevant manner, ICTs play a significant role in improving livelihoods and alleviating poverty. 

The Mapping & Research [MR] exercise of the WSIS RYNICS Kenya was CWFs knowledge sharing and baseline study on the status of ICTs4D and the Information Society among young people across Kenya. Special emphasis was on slum and rural areas where more than ¾ of Kenyans live and an estimated 70% of national poverty is concentrated. We identified two key issues: i) limited access to technology, and ii) limited know-how to effectively utilize ICTs4D. 

To make the caucus more efficient I propose: ICTs4D [Information and Communication Technologies for Development]: i) create know how and ii) promote access, by using the WSIS process and the many opportunities it has presented to continue learning, supporting, and empowering young social change leaders to leverage the transformative potential of ICTs, to promote and effectively contribute to equitable, and sustainable, socioeconomic development of disadvantaged groups and poor marginalized communities. This will be achieved through the establishment of an international Development Research and Mapping [DR+] HUB, Regional Focal Points [RFPs] and, efficient utilization of these processes.

Access to reliable sources of development research and knowledge and tools needed to make well informed decisions remains a timely, costly and often difficult process for many; experienced and inexperienced alike. Through the DR+ HUB and its processes, we can greatly reduce the bottlenecks by leveraging relevant data, info-resources and tools, and making them easily available, easier, and faster; further, ensuring that these life saving, life changing tools and info-resources reach where they are needed most. When fully operational the HUB and RFPs will be key centres of DR+. 

Youth are often the leading innovators in the use and spread of ICTs, trailblazing the ICTs4D revolution. Accordingly, an international network of youth equipped with extensive ICTs4D and DR+ expertise will facilitating the process, supported by the HUB team, their counterparts and networks of national, regional and global experts and [other] development partners. These young people, conglomerated and working in synergy form distinct RFP Secretariats - our constant and direct link to the ‘ground’ to the communities at the ‘grassroots’. The Secretariats play a key role in the DR+ processes by helping us better understand, anticipate and effectively respond to development issues of the communities and regions where we work.

The crosscutting priority areas will be organized around CSD clusters of issues.
This is a long-term programme. There’ll be continuous: (i) DR+ (ii) information and resource exchange, (iii) monitoring & evaluation coordinated across services to deepen our understanding of issues and help us continually improve, renew and update our work. This way, we ensure the development research, knowledge and tools remain relevant, reliable and easily accessible to those who them most.

We want to see significant improvement of livelihoods.
PAGE  
5

