E-consultation on Youth Participation in ICTs for Health Development

Summary of Week 4

The way forward:

Please tell us how you think ICTs can be used to promote Health issues, especially Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health including HIV prevention in community and National Development strategies;

1.
How do we make sure that youth and adolescent Sexual and Reproductive 
Health including HIV/AIDS issues are included in Development plans? 

· Some respondents suggested that a section on Adolescent Reproductive Health should be included in all development plans
· 90% of the participants insisted that young people should be included in the planning and initial stages of national development plans and strategies 
· A few stated that youth should be involved in governance
· A few suggested that youth should be included in the implementation process and subsequent lobbying as may be required 
· Others suggested that ASRH issues should be included in school curricula and should have a special section in development strategies  
· Some respondents suggested the review of strategic plans of action for the national response
The only way I see is for the total inclusion of young people in planning because in Africa, the government will want to plan for young people and they will ask the head of that committee to be a 55 year old man, and then tell me who they are planning for?

David Enomah

Coordinator,

Community Youth Health Initiative

Nigeria
2.
Which youth and Adolescent Sexual and Reproductive Health including 
HIV/AIDS issues should be included in local and national development 
processes?

· Some respondents suggested sexuality education as an issue to be included in local and national development processes 
· Many participants suggested that issues of early pregnancy, contraceptives to prevent unwanted pregnancies and abortion, sexual violence etc should be included in local and national development plans
· Improving access to anti retroviral drugs and treatment was also suggested as an important component to be included in both local and national development processes 
· A few suggested that free access to drugs and treatment on other killer diseases apart from HIV/AIDS associated with Youth should be included 
· Some respondents suggested that there should be focus on Young people living with HIV/AIDS 
· Others suggested to include the health issues of sexual minorities (LGBTI), drug users and the disabled 
· A few respondents suggested that adolescent sexual rights including the rights of minorities should be included in development plans

It is important that a country give to the young girls the opportunity to enjoy their adolescence and not be victims of early pregnancy. 

 Sandra Marie Ramonjison

Youth Specialist, UNFPA

Madagascar

3.
What role can young people play to facilitate the use of ICTs in influencing 
the mainstreaming of ASRH/HIV/AIDS issues and concerns into National 
Development processes? 

· Some participants suggested that young people can create awareness around their ASRH/HIV/AIDS projects through the use of knowledge sharing tools (i.e. radio, contest, poster, sketch) to inform policy makers and government on the need to input ASRH concerns into local and national development processes
· Others suggested that ICT based conferences and workshops on ASRH should be organized to target policy makers and government
· A participant suggested that Young People should brainstorm ideas on friendly ICT tools for youth, which can help sensitize and mobilize their fellow youth in the fight against STIs and HIV/AIDS prevention.
Young People should come out and speak out on their issues and concerns. If we keep quiet, we give an “all is well” impression.

Stephen Kasoma

Regional Focal Point for East Africa
Global Youth Coalition on HIV/AIDS (GYCA)
Uganda
4.
Which ICTs do you see as on the “cutting edge” or have great potential in 
Africa with regards to health particularly ASRH/HIV/AIDS issues?

· Most respondents saw cellular phone technology including free hotlines, as the most cutting edge and relevant in the African context. 

· A couple of respondents suggested web tools, radio, and television as ICT tools that have great potential in Africa with regards to health particularly ASRH/HIV/AIDS issues 
· Some respondents preferred posters, projected presentations, CD-ROMS and video tapes as cutting edge ICT tools, as majority of young people in the developing world do not have access to the reliable electricity or the internet, and small generators could be used to supply electricity.
…, this is a success story from our ISHI (To be alive) campaign in Tanzania. We managed to reach more than 70% of the people in the country through TV/Radio programs, bills, printing technology and of course community events, but also a hotline (free) which is so effective in reaching lots of young people
Andrew William

Chairperson of national ISHI

Tanzania

