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June 15th, 2007.
A POSITION PAPER DEVELOPED BY A YOUTH PARLIAMENT FACILITATED BY CNY
  IN COLLABORATION WITH NAYA
 EDO STATE CHAPTER AND MEMBERS Of THE NYSC
 IN EDO STATE ON THE OCCASION OF THE  INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2007.

THE NIGERIAN YOUTH
The Nigerian Youth in relation to national objectives, conditions and realities that exist on ground, especially historical and contemporary socio-economic and political issues that need to be addressed, is defined as any young person aged between 18 – 35 years, who is a citizen of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  This category of Nigerians represents the most active, volatile and yet, the most vulnerable segment of the population, socio-economically, emotionally and in other respects.  It is the segment often ironically misunderstood, neglected and blamed for most of society’s ills. Agreed, some youths have become trouble to the society, Lots of factors are responsible for youth’s responsible and irresponsible behaviours. Some adult’s folks even encourage young persons to engage in activities that have negative impacts on the society. Some other factors could include poverty and illiteracy. 

At a growth rate of 2.8% per annum, as at the last count, the nation’s population stood at 140 million in 2006.  Based on the last population census conducted in 2006, the nation’s population is predominantly young i.e. one out of every four (4) Nigerians is under 25 years of age.  This puts the youth population at about 55% of the total population. In Edo State, the story is not different as the population of youths is over 50%.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY, 2007
The theme for the international youth day this year is “Be Seen, Be heard, Youths Participation in Development” and activities to commemorate the day are geared towards an increased participation in developmental issues. Youths should be perceived and outright activeness in contributing its quota towards the growth and development of its immediate society.
From the inaugural speech of His Excellency, Professor Oserhiemen Osunbor, it was evident that this administration set out generally to achieve the following

1. Employment Generation;
2. Poverty Reduction;
3. Wealth Creation, and
4. Value Re-orientation.
The Governor, a scholar identified Edo youth to be a vulnerable group, and the targeted instruments and interventions for protecting them were as follows:

1. Education;
2. Entrepreneurial development;
3. Skills Acquisition;
4. Access to credit;
5. Prevention and control of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.
However, The Edo youths are concerned at the feasibility of how the above will be achieved. THEY feel that, the government of Edo State should also set to achieve How To;
· Empower adolescents and youth, girls and boys, with skills to achieve their dreams, to think critically, negotiate risky situations, and express themselves freely; 

· Provide access to health, including sexual and reproductive health information, education, commodities and services; 

· Connect young people to livelihood and employment programmes; 

· Uphold the rights of young people, specifically girls and marginalized groups, to grow up healthy and safe; 

· Encourage young people to participate fully in the development plans as citizens of their societies;
· Recognize their right to a fair share of education, skills and services.  Specially focus on economically disadvantaged, socially marginalized and vulnerable groups and their right to a fair share of education, skills and services. 

RESOLUTION
1. That the governments of Edo State take a cue from the Federal Government and establish a youth specific ministry, not a merger with any other Ministry;
2. As a cue from the ministry of women affairs where a woman has always been the commissioner, a youth as defined by the ‘’World Youth Agenda, the African Youth Charter And The Nigeria Youth Policy’’ be appointed as Commissioner of the proposed Edo State Ministry of Youth Affairs;
3. The establishment of a Edo Youths Think Tank Panel  to help plan and evaluate youth programs bearing in mind that youths wear the shoe and know where it hurts more; 

4. The appointment of youths to the Edo State Planning Commission and State Monitoring Team to plan and monitor youth specific objectives and track progress levels;
5. That as a matter of urgency, the Edo State House of Assembly, having moved to domesticate the Child Rights Act, considering the fact that it borders on young people’s development, should look into its IEC development for general consumption;
6. Move quickly to providing recreational facilities in all the three senatorial zones in the state as none presently exist assisting Local Government Councils to do same.
SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS
1. EDUCATION

PROPOSED INITIATIVES
a. The Edo State government at all levels should provide free, accessible education of good quality for primary and secondary schools with the provision of an educational subsidy for students in tertiary institutions;
b. Educational curriculum should be broadened (to include vocational training and non formal education) and reviewed to enable young people acquire mandatory entrepreneurial skills that will empower them to be self employed, self dependent, and be able to contribute to the development of the Nigerian society;
c. Educational support and incentives for young girls and young women should be increased in order to encourage communities and empower poor families to educate their family children;
d. Government at all levels in the state should see Universal Basic Education as a fundamental human right and therefore enforce the provisions of the Child Act of Nigeria to ensure that all children within school age have access to schools;
e. Government should train, retrain and equip teachers regularly to ensure that teachers are up-to-date with contemporary information and knowledge.

PROPOSED QUICK WINS ON EDUCATION

i. The Edo State government should scale up the school feeding program as this has been known to increase school retainer-ship amongst young people;
ii. ICT education should be integrated into the three phases of education (primary, post primary and tertiary education) to ensure that Edo youth are equipped to face challenges and take opportunities in the information society;
iii. By 2011, 80% of tertiary institutions  in the state should be equipped with broadband internet access to facilitate e-learning, research and access to information for students and lecturers, recognizing that the government of Edo State is keen about ICT development;
iv. The Computer for all Nigerian Initiative should be adopted by Edo State and move toward actualizing them.
2. EMPLOYMENT

a. Expand Micro finance schemes to support young entrepreneurs in establishing private businesses and enlighten young people about it through an effective use of the mass media;
b. Vocational and Technical skills training should be made creative, innovative and attractive to young people;
c. Provide an enabling policy environment for youth businesses to thrive which includes review of patent law to be youth friendly, subsidizing cost for registration of business for young people and lowering interest rate for youth below the age of 30 who want to borrow money from financial institutions

d. Edo State government should ensure that it meets its targets on energy and the power sector as small businesses depend on electricity for business survival and growth;
e. Youth friendly entrepreneurial and business incubation Centers (laws governing incubation centers should be reviewed) should be expanded and strengthened to reach all local government areas in the State in order  to enable young people find information, advice and counseling on  how to utilize funds and options for generating funds to start their private businesses;
f. The government of Edo State should make Agricultural loans easily accessible to young people who want to go into agro-business;
g. Expand to all Local Government mentorship and internship schemes to support youth businesses.
3. REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND HIV/AIDS

a. Increase investment in youth friendly  sexual and reproductive health services;
b. Increasingly engage youth as peer educators to stop Sexual and Reproductive Health hazards;
c. Increase free and friendly counselling and testing services as well as ARV for positive youth;

d. Implement the HIV/AIDS/ Family Life Education at all levels;
e. A Student Health Insurance Scheme should be established.

4. YOUTH PARTICIPATION

a. Reserve quotas for youth participation in political and policy development processes;
b. Include youth in delegations to national and international meetings on issues affecting them;
c. Engage youth as professionals and not just as recipients of agenda(s);
d. Make community budgeting mandatory as this will provide the opportunity for not just young persons but other indigenes of the state to contribute to the budget making process.

OTHER ADDITION

1. The establishment of Crop Insurance
 scheme to guide as a backup plan against drought.

2. The government of Edo State should move quickly at renovating and reconstructing the Road and Drainage system all over Edo State and make adequate provision for young persons willing to go into Seasonal Farming;

3. Government should move towards recognizing youths who make landmark achievement and give them publicity not only when they engage in social ills as this is an effective method of fighting social ills in the society

YOUTH RESPONSIBILTY

While we understand that for every fundamental human right, there is a fundamental responsibility, we accept to 

1. Bring our time, energy, expertise and resources where necessary to support Government programs;
2. Play a fundamental role in violence reduction and improvement on mentorship values as it concerns the girl-child in particular;
3. Be responsible citizens and ambassadors of our beloved state, whether indigenous or not.
We look forward to a brighter and Buoyant Edo State of our dream, so help us God. Amen.
� Council of Nigerian Youths


� Network for Adolescents and Youths of Africa


� National Youths Service Corps


� Culled from the NEEDS II paper.


� Youths Afrik International


� Edo Soil, from research still posses fertile leverage from any West African Region.
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