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National Day of Action:  People Living with HIV/AIDS Speak Out for Change

Ottawa, September 5, 2007 -- Beginning today, people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHIV/AIDS) from across Canada will meet with their local MPs to increase awareness about HIV/AIDS in Canada and rally for increased support for care, treatment, support and education programs.  
Proposed at this year’s People Living with HIV/AIDS Forum (an annual assembly open to all PLWHIV/AIDS across Canada, which offers them an opportunity to network, share ideas, contribute to policy development and set priorities for the community-based AIDS movement), the initiative will respond to funding challenges at AIDS service organizations across the country.  Despite an announced increase in funding to the national HIV/AIDS strategy in 2004, little of that funding has been diverted to community-based AIDS organizations.  As a result, these organizations, which provide direct services to PLWHIV/AIDS, have experienced significant hardship in the past couple of years.  Many have had to cut services and programs, having a devastating effect on those living with HIV/AIDS.  

The two-week campaign aims to ensure those organizations have adequate resources to provide the support, prevention and education programs and services vital to people living with HIV/AIDS. Outreach meetings will address not only related health issues, but the full range of gender, economic development, immigration, justice, criminalization, poverty and housing, treatment access and social development issues which play a significant role in the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

“People living with HIV/AIDS are tired of simply hearing that their needs will be met, while being confronted with the reality of cuts in programs and services so valuable to them,” says Gail Flintoft, Chair of the Canadian AIDS Society. “People living with HIV/AIDS have expressed to us the need to take action and inform MPs of the reality of living with HIV/AIDS in Canada and of the ways they can assist in improving that reality.”

Ken Monteith, Executive Director of AIDS Community Care Montreal (ACCM) and a person living with HIV/AIDS adds, “We’re feeling like we’ve been lost in the shuffle, so we’re taking action to change that.  We hope this campaign will generate constructive ways of responding to this current crisis.  It’s time to act.”

Canadian AIDS Society
The Canadian AIDS Society is a national coalition of over 125 community-based AIDS organizations from across Canada. Dedicated to strengthening the response to HIV/AIDS across all sectors of society, we also work to enrich the lives of people and communities living with HIV/AIDS. We accomplish this by advocating on behalf of people and communities affected by HIV/AIDS, facilitating the development of programs, services and resources for our member groups, and providing a national framework for community-based participation in Canada’s response to AIDS.
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