AFRICA

Agriculture

FAO (2003) estimates that more than 70% of total Sub-Saharan Africa population lives in rural areas and largely depends on agriculture for its livelihood. In countries such as in Sub-Saharan Africa the agricultural sector employs 65 percent of the labor force
, among which a high percentage of women, children and youth. In Latin America and the Caribbean, the sector employs 58,8% of the total labor force in the rural areas (CEPAL, 2005). Despite that, a mere 4 percent of official development assistance goes to agriculture, the most important source of employment in most countries of the region. The youth constitute, on average, one-third of the economically active population of sub-Saharan Africa, and improving labour productivity will depend to a large degree upon an efficient integration of rural youth into agriculture and other rural-based industries. 
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 The situation above points to the urgent need for Africa to develop its agricultural sector. There is great scope to increase agricultural yields without the need to increase land acreage. Figure 3 Shows that Africa and Latin America are the only continents that still have large amounts of unexploited land. In addition, Africa’s fertiliser usage is extremely minimal when compared to other continents. Abundant water resources are another asset that is heavily underutilised in Africa. Less than 5% of Sub-Saharan Africa is irrigated. Irrigation and increase in fertiliser uptake can greatly improve grain production, reduce food security and increase rural incomes. 


As we can see, agriculture has a pivotal role to play in many regions of the world. But there are still many problems involving this sector, especially in developing countries, because of the lack of planning and public policies. Some of these problems we have identified

1. injustice and inequity, which exacerbates widespread poverty and hunger;

2. Farming has been devalued by manufacturing and a rapidly expanding urban population;

3. due to urbanization less importance has been given to agriculture and rural communities, which is reflected in the very low public spending for farming, that at times reaches only 4 percent of total government spending;

4. Production of ethanol, biofuels and products for exportation tend to threat national food security in some countries;

5. Devastation of forests, monoculture, loss of biodiversity, soil deterioration, shrinking sources of water, excessive use of agrochemicals lead to unsustainability of the natural resources;

6. Low salaries and lack of benefices for rural workers technological training and assistance and education;

7. Damage to natural resources, poor information, lack of education and infrastructure often result in food insecurity, premature deaths and mass migration to urban areas in search of a better life;

HIV/AIDS

The scourge of HIV/AIDS is now becoming a global phenomenon; however Africa has been the must affected continent.  The pandemic is reducing productivity, weakening the population’s ability to respond and recover from natural shocks, and ultimately killing the most productive demographic group- ‘while sowing the seeds of future famines
’. HIV/AIDS that has a severe impact on human capital, especially the youth in sub-Saharan Africa. Half of all new infections are in youth ages 15–24. Nearly 2.5 million youth were infected with HIV in 2001. In Tanzania, the HIV/AIDS epidemic is forcing more and more children and juveniles aged 10-19 into the labour force as the number of adults aged 20 to 35 fell ill or died
. The chance to earn income is extremely important to an infected youth facing economic problems, or to a youth supporting a family when parents have fallen sick or died from HIV/AIDS. Only 10% of HIV/AIDS infected people in Africa are able to access Retroviral (ARVs) drugs (United Nations 2005). It is also estimated that Sub-Saharan Africa will lose 26% of its agricultural labour force to HIV/AID by 2020. The UN further estimates for highly affected countries like Botswana show that HIV/AIDS will actually change the demographic structure of these countries (ibid). The most productive age will be reduced and the very old and young will be left responsible for driving economic growth.

Current challenges for the fight against HIV/AIDS:

1. Lack of HIV/AIDS education among African populations, particularly youth under 30

2. Stigma surrounding HIV/AIDS interferes with information-seeking and treatment seeking behaviour 

3. Lack of access to affordable/free anti-retroviral medication for HIV+ individuals 

Education

According to UNESCO (2001) just less than 60% of the African population is literate. Yet education is crucial in development. It enables the population to make good use of agricultural extension information, read and adopt new farm technologies, how to prevent themselves from HIV/AIDS. An educated mother will be in a better position to understand the importance of nutrition for her child.  Educating the youth safeguard their future as they are better equipped to engage in economic activities and in gainful employment, while simultaneously reducing crime rates and other non-productive behaviours.

Focus Areas

Sustainable economic development in Africa can only be achieved through:

· Higher investment in primary and secondary education especially for girls to safeguard their future and ensure that they adequately equipped to make economic contributions in the future.

· A holistic approach in agricultural investment that involves coordination of components such as extension, new farm technologies suitable for Africa, irrigation and natural resource management, infrastructure and market intermediaries that work for poor farmers.

· Combating the HIV/AIDS pandemic by increasing access to health care and awareness education, including providing support to effective peer-led models of HIV education programmes. 

· Stronger governance from African governments, and greater investment from developed countries, in addressing Africa's development and the Millennium Development Goals. 




Figure 3. Potential Available Land for Agriculture. Source: FAO: BBC News








�	 Quote by Morris (Head of UNWFP)


�	 ILO Report on Global Employment Trends 2003





�In the rural areas only or in the country as a whole?





