DRAFT ON AGRICULTURE

There is a need for the recognition of agriculture as a key component in ensuring global food security in international planning and policy-making arenas. The processes of globalisation and ‘modernisation’ have seen mass migration to urban centres which has lead to unsustainable living conditions for millions concentrated in informal settlements. At the same time, agriculture and rural development have been largely overlooked as a sector for economic growth.  Given the interlinkages between agricultural systems and food security, poverty, health, environmental sustainability and biodiversity, and employment, the conditions and policies affecting this sector are a fundamental concern in national development strategy planning. 

A core element of strategy for sustainable development is the reform of agricultural policies and processes: Food production and agriculture is the world’s single largest source of employment; nearly 70% of the poor in developing countries live in rural areas and depend on agriculture for their livelihoods. Although farming has been devalued by manufacturing and a rapidly expanding urban population, agriculture still represents the fundamental basis of economic and community life for most of the world’s inhabitants.  Despite this pivotal role, poverty is often concentrated in rural/agricultural areas. Damage to natural resources, poor information and infrastructure often result in food insecurity, premature deaths and mass migration to urban areas in search of a better life.  The farmer must be accorded his or her rightful place in the processes of development and civilization building: as the villages are reconstructed, the cities will follow.

Many problems emerge from the neglect of the agricultural sector; many solutions lie in reinvigorating this core human activity. 

Essential problems lie at the centre of current agricultural systems and policies

1- Their inherent injustice and inequity which affects rural communities and exacerbates widespread poverty and hunger

2- The inherent unsustainability of existing farming practices, as driven by economic forces, leading to  soil deterioration, decreased  productivity, diminishing water sources,  biodiversity and bioenergy as well as increasingly adverse effects of climate change. Sustainable systems of agriculture are key to sustain the planet’s ecological and climatic balance.

In addition, a definition of agriculture which focuses only on farming may be restrictive and incomplete: Agriculture also includes aquaculture, fishery, management of resources, and pastoralism. The recognition of pastoralism as a viable and necessary form of agriculture may better inform the development and implementation of agriculture interventions and policies. 

Moreover, due to urbanization less priority has been placed on agriculture and rural communities, as reflected in low public spending for farming, that at times reaches only 4 percent of total government spending, and which continues to be taxed at relatively high levels. The lack of technological training and assistance and education is a notable obstace in moving towards more effective and higher-yielding farming methods.

Access to education and participation of women and youth is essential in this undertaking, since they are most often the main  agents of sustainable development and change at the grassroots and  the first ones affected by agricultural policies and plans.  




                   principles. In its totality, the result is a curriculum that stimulates people to action.
Case Study:


Sistema de Aprendizaje Tutorial (SAT) - System for Tutorial Learning (Colombia)





The System has developed a methodology which makes it possible for any individual—youth or adult—from the most remote rural region to have access to a secondary-level education par excellence. The creative manner in which the benefits of learning are shared is complemented by a content which, also in an imaginative manner, organizes the relevant knowledge—much of which is generated through the actions carried out by FUNDAEC in the varied areas of rural development





SAT is an innovative approach, using a curriculum adapted for country life and delivered via NGOs, provides new opportunities for 15,000 in rural Colombia


What has made the method so successful is not only that the curriculum is uniquely formulated for rural students - although that weighs large in its effectiveness. It's also the manner of its presentation. Using a series of highly interactive workbooks, specially trained tutors present the curriculum. The tutors themselves often come from rural areas and they make themselves available on a flexible schedule to meet the needs of rural students. 


Taken all together, the program represents an entirely new approach to rural education - and to addressing the problems of rural life in Colombia. 





Rather than dividing subjects up into traditional categories, like biology, mathematics and social studies, the SAT curriculum takes an integrated approach that combines all three subjects in, say, a discussion of how insect populations reproduce (biology) exponentially (math) given the right conditions (social studies and ecology). The result is an integrated curriculum that makes sense to campesinos raised in rural areas - and still covers the same subjects without losing any rigor. 


In addition, the curriculum contains a strong measure of moral education. The curriculum is organized around the all-important concept of service to the community, for example. It also emphasizes the importance of basic moral values like honesty, trustworthiness and trusteeship, as well as basic ecological principles. In its totality, the result is a curriculum that stimulates people to action. 








Case Study: Targeting Increases in Girls Attendance in School


‘Animatrice’ in Mali and Niger 


In pastoralist communities in north-eastern Mali and western Niger, Oxfam GB is working with school and community animatrice, or ‘ female mobilisers’, in order to encourage higher rates of attendance and participation by pastoralist girls in formal schooling. Girls’ participation is hindered by a range of issues, including early marriage, their excessive workloads, popular beliefs that women are inferior to men and less intellectually able, and widespread poverty. The animatrice help to tackle some of these issues by working with parents and teachers (mostly male) to change negative attitudes towards girls and schooling, and to reinforce the right to an education. By working in the school and with the teachers, they have helped to make the school environment more friendly to girls, and the walk to school safer. 


By linking closely with parents and mobile households, the animatrice have helped fathers and mothers to understand the benefits of schooling for their daughters. As relatively well-educated local women in paid employment, the animatrice serve as positive examples for local girls. They have also encouraged the participation of women in parents’ associations and women’s groups, where women from otherwise scattered households welcome the opportunity to come together to exchange views  aand to learn basic literacy





Case Study: Encouraging Youth to Enter Agriculture in USA	





The Nebraska Agricultural Youth Institute (NAYI) and Iowa Agricultural Youth Institute (IAYI) have been running for 36 and 27 years, respectively. Their goal is to educate and enlighten high school students on the importance of agriculture to their states and their nation. They are both four day retreats where students can discuss and learn about agricultural career options and important issues surrounding agriculture.


They focus on:�- career development: delegates get acquainted to the many possibilities of careers in agriculture�- leadership: farm management training and group activities�- education: specific seminars from farm safety to family farm relations�- socializing and networking: visiting government agriculture offices, round table discussions with prominent figure, dances, banquets, and awards











