‘Quarantine those living with HIV’ 

By Takunda Maodza

TAFARA-MABVUKU legislator Mr Timothy Mubhawu (MDC) was at it again yesterday when he said Zimbabwe should quarantine all people living with HIV and Aids and see to their demise by denying them life-prolonging anti-retroviral drugs, to curb further spread of the disease.

He, however, refuses to go for testing.

This is not the first time that the lawmaker has grabbed headlines for the wrong reasons.

Mr Mubhawu shocked delegates at a one-day workshop organised to sensitive legislators on HIV and Aids held in Harare when he firmly advocated the segregation of people living with the virus.

Delegates were more surprised when he vehemently opposed the distribution of ARVs to people living with HIV and Aids.

"Ngavabiswe musociety. Let us quarantine vane Aids just like they do in other countries like Uganda and Cuba. Ngavatsvagirwe nzvimbo dzavo dzokugara sekuAvondale uko.

"When one (after testing HIV positive) is given all the medication, that person appears to be as normal as me. Anobva amuka chibhebhenenga, spreading the disease nekuvana vechikoro," said Mr Mubhawu, opposing the distribution of life-prolonging drugs.

The legislator made the comments in the presence of an official from a non-governmental organisation who had disclosed her HIV status.

Last year, Mr Mubhawu, a member of the Morgan Tsvangirai-led MDC faction, strongly opposed the passage of the Domestic Violence Bill into law saying it was against the will of God.

"I stand here representing God the Almighty. Women are not equal to men. It (Domestic Violence Bill) is a dangerous Bill and let it be known in Zimbabwe that the right, privilege and status of men are gone. I stand here alone in this House. It is a diabolic Bill. Our powers are being usurped in broad daylight in this House," Mr Mubhawu said then dismissing the Bill which has since been enacted into law.

He was subsequently suspended from the MDC faction for expressing views that were not in tandem with the opposition party’s policy on domestic violence.

Mr Mubhawu also made history the same year when the International Images Film Festival for Women awarded him the inaugural Public Sexist Award.

The award is given to someone whose remarks on a public platform may portray sexist tendencies or create sexual discrimination in society.

The legislator also raised concern at the mushrooming of organisations dealing with HIV and Aids issues.

"Aids organisations are now too many yet you are doing one thing. Murikungotenga dzimota dzinodhura."

The legislator was booed by some of the delegates who expressed anger and disgust at his utterances.

Asked by this reporter to clarify his sentiments and his HIV status, the legislator released another bombshell.

"Why would I be tested? I do not have Aids. I am not promiscuous." 

However, not all people living with HIV and Aids are promiscuous.

For example, some are born with it (mother to child transmission) while others are infected with HIV and Aids from nursing relatives with the disease without using protective clothing like gloves.

The workshop, organised by an NGO called The Centre, was full of surprises.

Zanu-PF Makoni East MP Shadreck Chipanga raised eyebrows when he expressed reservations over voluntary testing and agitated for girls to undergo virginity tests.

"I would rather stay ndisingazvizive (HIV status) kusvika ndarwara . . . You will end up having stress," he said.

His argument was premised on the fact that ARVs were not available and that after testing positive it was difficult to get the life-prolonging drug.

"Deno tasvika palevel yokuti mishonga yacho iri available, we would get to a stage that the sooner I am tested and I receive medication, the better."

