Why did the Berlin Wall crumble down and how has the fall of Berlin wall affected people nowadays?
By Hannah Chen

Background on the Berlin Wall

The Berlin wall was a wall that measured over 155 kilometers long in Germany, separating West Berlin from East Berlin and the rest of East Germany for 28 years, acting as a barrier. Right from the start when construction began on 13th August 1961 until the end when the wall came down in 1989, well over 200 people died trying to climb the Berlin Wall to cross over to West Berlin. (The number of people who died while trying to cross over to East Berlin is very controversial.) West Berlin became an isolated place in a hostile land, with families separated, homes destroyed in order to build the wall, jobs lost, and the chance for financial improvement lost.
The barrier was first suggested when the East German leaders went to Moscow to meet the Soviet leader Stalin. It was there Stalin’s foreign minister Vyacheslav Molotov suggested that the East Germans should introduce a system for the West German residents to enter East German with passes so to stop the “free movment of Western agents”. Stalin agreed and told the East Germans to “build up their border defences, that the demarcration line between East and West Germany should be considered a border, not just any border though, but a dangerous one……the Germans will guard the first line of defence, and we will put Russian troops on the second line.”
Why did the Berlin Wall crumble down?
In September 1989 protest demonstrations broke out all over East Germany. At first they were people who wanted to leave to West Berlin, chanting “Wir wollen raus!” (“We want out!”) Then they changed and began to chant “Wir bleiben hier!” (“We’re staying here!”) This was the start of what the East Germans cal the “Peaceful Revolution” in the late 1989. By 4th November 1989 the protests decreased significantly because they wanted to create “socialism with a human face”.
While that was going on, the refugees leaving East Germany for West Germany had increased and somehow had found its way through Czechoslovakia. In order to ease the flow, the executive committee of the Soviet Union led by Krenz decided on 9th November 1989, to allow refugees to exit directly through crossing points between East and West Germany, including West Berlin. On the same day, the ministerial administration modified the decision to include private travels which were to take effect on 10th November 1989.

Günter Schabowski, the East German Minister of Propaganda was going to announce this, however he had just come back from vacation and wasn’t fully updated. Just before he was to appear on a press conference on 9th November 1989 he was handed a note that said that East Berliners would be allowed to cross the border with proper permission but he had no instructions how to handle the information. These regulations were to take place the following day so the guards would be prepared but Günter Schabowski wasn’t informed. When he announced this in the press conference he was asked when the regulations were to come in effect he assumed it would take place immediately and replied “As far as I know effective immediately, right now.”
Hundred of thousands of East Berliners heard Schabowski’s statement live on television and absolutely flooded the checkpoints in the Berlin Wall and demanded entry to West Berlin. The guards were taken by surprise and were overwhelmed of this situation. They phoned their superiors but it was clear that no one would take responsibility for issuing orders to use deadly force. There were no chance of the guards to hold back the huge crowd of East Berlin citizens, so the guards finally gave in, opening checkpoints and allowing people to go through with or without identity checking. Weeks that followed, people came with axes, sledgehammers, anything that could break off a chip of the wall for a souvenirs, a reminder of this event, demolishing large parts of the Berlin Wall in the process. These people were nicknamed “Mauerspechte” (wall woodpeckers).
The following weekend, the East German government announced the opening of ten new border crossings. Crowds gathered on both sides, waiting for hours to watch the spectacle. They cheered at the bulldozers who took parts of the Berlin wall away to build new roads. Technically it was just a construction of new roads, but photos and television footage labeled it “dismantling of the Wall”.

On 1st July 1990 was the day East Germany adopted the West German currency, all the borders were removed, though before that the borders had no meaning at all. The removal continued on until November 1991.

At its original site the Wall is almost destroyed everywhere, only a few short sections and watchtowers are left standing there tall and proud as memorials. The three sections are: and 80 meter piece near Potsdamer Platz, a longer section along the Spree River near the Oberbaumbrücke, and a third section at Bernauer Straße, which was turned into a memorial in 1999. The Berlin Wall’s original appearance has disappeared, none of it now accurately represented. They are badly damaged by souvenier seekers and parts of the wall are display at eBay and German souvenier shops, whether they have or don’t have certificates of aythenticity. The Western side was covered in graffitti but now East Germany side is now also covered with graffitti as previously, when the armed soldiers guarded the East side, the Berlin Wall wasn’t covered in graffitti.
How has the fall of Berlin Wall affected people nowadays?
The Berlin Wall shattered people’s lives, tore Germany apart and strained the relationships of different cultures and families, and for people who were there, it was probably very brutal and very traumatic. For many many years everything they had-friends, jobs, families, childrens, homes were lost. All the pain and suffering they had to endure for so may years, in a day the suffering and pain was finished. Remember the excitement, but never forget the sacrifice that followed the events.

When the Berlin Wall came down, there was a celebration atmosphere in the air, no matter where they heard the news from- live, on radio, on television, overseas or just next door, everyone felt so many different emotions that ran through their bodies, people shouted “Wiel sind fri!!! Wiel sind fri!!!”(We are free!!! We are free!!!).
When the Wall came down, there was a certain importance, the imapct was huge to the victims. People thought they would never see the wall come down and now, when they look at the remains of the wall, they feel its difficult to understand that the barbed wire and concrete are no longer there. When they think of the Berlin Wall, they think of how they celebrated the fall of Berlin Wall, but the when the Wall divided Berlin and Germany, they think of the shadows that will follow them forever, haunting them of the deaths, sufferings and sacrifice.
In conclusion…

When I read about the events of what had happened with the Berlin Wall, I feel as though I am there, witnessing the events. I believe the Berlin Wall has done permanent damage to the people who were there, witnessed and experienced the cruel times when the Berlin Wall stood over them and now, even many years after the fall of Berlin Wall there is still talk in Germany of the cultural differences between East and West Germans. A September 2004 poll found that 25% of West Germans and 12% East Germans wished that East Germany and West Germany would be cut off by the Berlin Wall.

Who knows, what if the wall is still standing today? Whould there be a huge outcry over the Berlin Wall? Guess we’ll never know………
