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Margaret Thatcher

“The Iron Lady”

Margaret Thatcher was leader of the Conservative Party and the first woman Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. She had the second long term in history, and served as Prime Minister from 1979 to 1990. She married Sir Denis Thatcher, a businessman and the last person outside of the royal family to be awarded a hereditary title. Also, when the Falkland Islands were invaded by Argentina in 1983, she led British troops to recapture them. Throughout her time in power she suffered from a very strong opposition, especially when she made an attempt to introduce a poll tax into Britain. This caused rioting and protests across the country and was one of the reasons why John Major replaced her as Prime Minister in 1990. 

Many people had very diverse opinions on Margaret Thatcher’s ideas, promises and even her speeches. Some famous/infamous quotes are still around today. “There's no such thing as society. The individual is all", she said. Her reign was marked by two of the worst recessions Britain has ever seen, and the feeling of unity was nearly lost. Britain was divided and confused. Was she just leading the British troops into war to distract the country from domestic issues? True, she promoted ‘Victorian Values’ and emphasized the importance of family – but what about the high unemployment figures, the divisiveness and the unhappiness felt by the entire country? No doubt she is one of the most criticized figures in the 20th century, but very influential nonetheless. 
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Michael Jackson

“The King of Pop”

Michael Jackson is an American entertainer, musician and pop icon that shaped almost four decades and will continue to do so. He is a household name and influential worldwide. He is regarded as one of the greatest entertainers of all time and one of the most successful and popular recording artists. His dance moves, such as the robot and the moonwalk, have defined dance and culture all over the world. He introduced countless new trends and many high-profile album releases. His original and distinctive style, moves and music opened the way for many African American artists and spawned and influenced a whole generation of hip hop, pop and R&B artists. 

Michael Jackson recorded and co-produced the most successful album of all time, Thriller, with sales of over 104 million worldwide. After Thriller, he continued to release chart-topping albums like Bad, Dangerous, HIStory and Invincible. Michael Jackson had received 12 Grammy Awards, and charted 13 #1 singles in the United States. He is also one of the most charitable humanitarians of all time, having donated more than $300 million to charity. He was even nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize! He met the Reagans in 1984 and six years later, he would meet with George H. W. Bush. Is there anything he hasn’t done? During the 80s he had millions of fans, both young and old, and inspired countless of people to pursue their dreams. He introduced new culture, music and dance moves. You could say that he ruled the world, in his own way. 
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Ronald Reagan

“The Great Communicator”

Ronald Wilson Reagan was the 40th President of the United States and the 33rd Governor of California from 1981-1989. Ronald Reagan was an actor before he entered into politics. He is known as the “Great Communicator” because he was an effective public speaker and had good charisma. When elected, Ronald Reagan made the army bigger, the economy better and is given the credit for ending the Cold War. He believed that the Government should not interfere in people’s lives too much and therefore made the Government smaller. He remains one of the most popular presidents in American history. 

He brought a new freedom to American culture and economy. He influenced many with his well-written speeches and really hit a note with the public. Throughout his time in office he achieved many great things for his country and definitely deserves the title of one of the most influential people in the 80s. 


Madonna
“The Material Girl”

Madonna Louise Ciccone, born in Bay City, Michigan, on August 16 1958, is a very popular singer, entertainer, actress, and book author. She is a very influential pop icon and has inspired and influenced many youths, especially females. She reached the height of her fame in the 80s. She introduced new culture and countless fashion trends. 

Madonna may be one of the first pioneers of the messy chic look of the 80s. She started the layered look, with shirts and coats and more shirts. A lace shirt was often worn over another shirt. Or a sweatshirt with an oversized neck or cut off sleeves was worn over a smaller shirt or bra. Madonna wore multiple necklaces and bracelets, some with crosses and other iconography. She also favoured pearls and beads. Her earrings were long and dangly, with crosses or religious symbols. She is extremely versatile and just a little controversial, which seems to be the perfect mix for an 80’s pop icon. She had evolved countless of times but still embodies all that was good from the 80s – excess, audacity and confidence. She is still the classic Material Girl many have grown to love. 

Mikhail Gorbachev

“Glasnost & Perestroika”

The young politician brought with him an amazingly fresh approach to the domestic and international problems of the Soviet Union. The words "Glasnost" and "Perestroika" entered the international vocabulary as he launched his crusade for economic revitalisation and freedom, which led to the fall of one communist routine after another in the closing years of the decade. He talked about friendship between the East and West, and was awarded a Nobel Peace Prize in 1990 for his efforts. Glasnost gave new freedoms to the people of the former USSR, including a greater freedom of speech. The press became less controlled by the Government and thousands of political prisoners were released. Many opposed his ‘economic restructuring’, but he hoped that through different ranges of openness, debate and participation the Soviet people would support his reform initiatives. 

Despite the strong oppositions and the many hardships in his life, Gorbachev rose above them and showed a strong example to the Soviet people. He was a great and charismatic leader with fresh political ideas that would change the future of the world. He served from 1985 until the USSR’s collapse in 1991 and was definitely a very influential leader.
Conclusion

A bigger-than-life pop star, a ruthless and condescending woman Prime Minister, a charismatic and easygoing President all for freedom, a cute-but-naughty Material Girl, and an open-minded, wise politician that ended the Cold War.

 These are the most influential people of the 1980’s – a decade of finding yourself, adapting to the new way of life and culture, music and fashion like nothing ever before. The decade of the Rubik’s cube, Yuppies, amazing music, outrageous fashion, rising unemployment rates and social chaos.

To complete this project, I ask you these questions:

Have these people improved the world? How? Why?

What would the world today be like without them?

Are there any modern day versions of these people?

