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The Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta is an isolated mountain system of the Andes mountain range located in northern Colombia; base and pyramid covered with this solid dimension territories belonging to the departments of Cesar, La Guajira and Magdalena rises from the seas up to 5,775 meters high is a unique ecosystem in the world. 

In pre-Hispanic times the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta was inhabited by the Taironas, aboriginal culture who managed an advanced technological development in the management of fragile mountain ecosystems, based on a sophisticated system of terraces and cobblestone roads that allowed control and driving the waters in a region of high lluviosidad, thus preventing erosion and environmental degradation.

 
The Taironas developed complex systems sociocultural and had a stratified society with a class consisting of merchants and artisans. The base of the social pyramid kept the farmer and the people somehow acted as vassals of castes gentleman composed of priests who were masters of knowledge and tradition and heads warriors whom surrounding the "Old Major" (man of high status).


At present, "La Sierra" hosts four of the 77 indigenous ethnic groups that live in Colombia, Arhuacos, Koguis, Wiwas or Arzarios and Kankuamos. Except for the Kankuamos, each with its own language, belonging to the Chibcha language family. 
These groups still retain many of their ancestral traditions prior to the era of conquest and have maintained at present despite the significant influence of external actors such as armed groups outside the law, drug trafficking and "invaders" cultural settler farmers from different regions of the country and religious groups. 

The Arhuacos are the most homogeneous population is 15,500 members. They occupy a guard indigenous 195,000 hectares located on the southern slope of "La Sierra" in the high valleys, its capital is Nabusimake. The Arhwacs of now living in typical habitat "La Sierra" in a number of populations of bohíos. The Arhwacs profess their beliefs in a profound respect for the land that saw the birth, the environment, rivers and lagoons sacred "La Sierra" and especially for human life. 

Of the Kogui are said to be descendants of the ancient Euparis the family Chibcha also states that come from the Taironas. Its population is estimated at 7 thousand members. His cosmogony thought-provoking, respect for nature and solidarity. The kogui are one of the most traditional indigenous groups in Colombia because the contact you have with the society outside. The strategy characteristic of recent years compared to non-indigenous people, has been to stay in the territories higher, as well as the strengthening of the religious authority and the consolidation of their cultural identity. They are located in a shelter indigenous 364,490 hectares. 
The Wiwa or Arzarios live in the foothills of "La Sierra", bordering the department of La Guajira is a relatively small group called "Sanka Malallo, Arzario or Wiwas" which are in the process of extinction. Their number is estimated at about 1,500 members. It is an indigenous community and soon dispersed homogeneously. They inhabit the area southeast of the Sierra in many soils with floods on the river Badillo, although the bulk of its population is in the department of Magdalena, is said to indigenous Arzaris are descendants of the guanebucanes. This tribe was recognized by the Spanish conquistadors as one of the richest gold. 

The Kankuamo, are an ethnic group that brings forward several years ago an interesting process of cultural reconstruction. Even some families subsist between members of mixed communities Atanquez. They live in the central region of the Southern Sierra, in the areas surrounding the river Guatapuri in the department of Cesar. 

These indigenous communities "La Sierra" with a textile tradition from the use of crops such as fique and cotton, and the raising of sheep. The management tools such as weaving, the carrumba, spindle and the needle is a knowledge that indigenous people have preserved from generation to generation, until today. 

The Indians of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta were and continue to be great potters or weavers only basket. In the process of spinning and weaving women and men are involved, but the handling of the Loom is the exclusive privilege of men, as well as the use of the zone and the development of the backpacks is for women. 

They constitute a large craft emporium. The backpacks arhuacas with their geometric drawings where embody cosmogony (Seránkua, way Seránkua, Naboba) and everyday life (spider, trails on horseback, horse, cricket) in the Sierra Nevada and the sophisticated management of wool fabric is a the subject worthy of appreciation. For its part in Atánquez town located on the eastern slope, and its surrounding villages, are produced from fique products including backpacks in this genre, hammocks, hicos (strings) of vibrant color and fine contrasts , rugs, bags, ornaments of this natural fiber. 

Each of these crafts is developed separately, individually, and although still a traditional model and its size is similar (like all crafts), there will be slight differences that identifies as a single piece. 

In the region there associations, groups and micro craftsmen who have managed to optimize the processing techniques as well as the marketing process, projecting its work to the levels required by the modern market.

