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Was it safer to be a teenager in the 1980s than it is now? 

Because you can’t find the answer to this question on the Internet, I interview some people who have lived through the 1980s and this is what they said:

Q:

Would you rather have your kids go out after dark in the 1980s or 2007?

A:

Miss Thomas – Some areas in Auckland are a lot more dangerous in 2007 than they were in the 1980s but apart from that the two decades were the same.

Sharyn Anderson – 2007. Most kids have cell phone so they are contactable 

Bryce A. – 1980s

Q:

Do you worry about what your kids could get up to at school or when they go out?

A:

Miss Thomas – I think that if you bring your kids up right they should make the right choices

Sharyn Anderson – Yes. But I am more interested then worried

Bryce A. – Yes, but who does not?

Q:
Do you think it was safer to be a teenager in the 1980s or 2007?

A:

Miss Thomas – It was safer it be a teenager in the 1980s

Sharyn Anderson – 1980s

Bryce A. – I think 1980s

Q:

Why do you say that?

A:

Miss Thomas - If you watch the news you will know why I have said that. There is a big problem with riots, drugs, alcohol, and gangs.

Sharyn Anderson – With technology getting better now days with it comes as much bad as good. You never know who could know where you live; it might be just something on the Internet. 

Bryce A. – In the 1980s there was less violence, less drugs, cars were slower [you could not make a fast getaway], the legal age for drinking was 20 and people had more respect for other people than they do now. 

 So technology played a part in this, because we have ever growing technology the danger risk goes down a bit because the police have better resources, most teenagers have a phone that could help them if they get in trouble also the security alarms have gotten faster and better.

But even though we have all this stuff the “bad” people have access to it as well. Also going back to the point about cars how they were slower and not as many people had them. This is an advantage to us and the people who have gone wrong. Sure they don’t have a fast getaway car but nether do we. Sure we have global positioning systems so that the police can find us if we are lost but so do the other people!

CONCULSION
With the world changing all the time you know that every decade will be different. 2007 and the 1980s are no exception. The 1980s seem like the safer time but with what we have in 2007, most crimes are solved and people are wearier of other people even though this can create an un-friendly and non-trusting environment I think that it is harder for people to be suspicious and not get caught. Both decades have their faults and problems as well as all the good stuff. You have to respected that and realise that it is not the decade that you live in that makes you safe or not. If you chose to walk down a dark allay after dark in either of the decades you must know that something could happen. In my opinion this is either no real answer to the question “Was it safer to be a teenager in the 1980s than it is now?” or it is do big to comprehend because both decades have good things and bad things and half the time we don’t even know what is good and what is bad. What’s your opinion?
