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GYCA is a youth-led, UNAIDS and UNFPA supported alliance of over 3500 young leaders and
adult allies working on youth and HIV/AIDS in 150 countries worldwide. GYCA is made by 12
region among them Central Africa Region made by 10 countries which are: Rwanda, Burundi,
DRC, Rep of Congo, Cameroon, Central Africa Rep, Angola, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea.

If you come from one of these countries, please send the report of your activities to the Regional
Focal Point so that we can include it in our Newsletter and repots; this will be a good way to
show your activities and share your experience with other young people from around the globe
and | am sure you will have a positive feedback.

GYCA Central Africa members have been working hard the last year and have been involved in
different projects, campaigns, events and mapping different youth organizations in order to
facilitate GYCA’s growth and sustainability worldwide. Here is a brief presentation of main
activities undertaken during the last year.
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COMMITMENTS FOLLOW UP

At the XVI Toronto International AIDS Conference in August, 2006, the Toronto YouthForce
and the AIDS 2006 Youth Programme hosted an unprecedented initiative: the Youth-Adult
Commitments Desk. The Desk was a place where decision-makers could make a concrete and
time-bound commitment on how they planned to involve young people and scale up their
interventions for and with young people.

GYCA central Africa members have been involved in following up the commitments.

Some committers have accomplished their commitments and others didn’t ,and the lack of
funding has been a major reason of not accomplishing the commitments.

INTERNATIONAL CANDLE LIGHT MEMORIAL 2007

On the 20th May 2007,the
RFP for central Africa and
the NFP for Rwanda
participated in candle light
march where they helped in
facilitating and modulating
the event organized by
Rwanda Village Concept
project.
It was a very exciting event
where about 300 young
people from high schools
and AntiAIDS Clubs from
rural areas attended.
Venue: The Town of Huye/
Stadium
Participants:

-Members of 6 anti HIV/AIDS Youth Clubs from Rural areas (Nyakagezi, Rukara,

Nyanza,Rukira, Kaburemera, Sovu and Save Clubs)

-10 anti HIV and AIDS students Clubs in High schools located in Huye District. Each

school/club were represented by 20 students

-Some HIV/AIDS Orphaned children from Matyazo Sub Sector

-National University Students

-Rwanda Village Concept Project Members

-People from the Huye District, CDLS-Huye, People from the university women

association(UWSA),people from the National University students union(AGEUNR),

-Regional Focal Point (central Africa) and National Focal Point (Rwanda) of Global

Youth Coalition on HIV and AIDS

Medias(Huye community Radio, Radio Salus)

-Community from Huye District

-In Addition, the Red Cross was asked to come to the event, as well as the police for the

security.
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The Rwanda Village Concept
Project (RVCP) is a multisectorial
organization which is run by
students of different disciplines
and different nationalities in close
cooperation with local
communities in Southern
province of Rwanda.
Its main goal is improvement
of living conditions in
underprivileged communities
through increased self-reliance
and responsibility, as well as
establishment of sustainable
development initiatives  and
resource management as well student capacity development.
The annual international AIDS candle light memorial is a program of the Global Health
Council, and is one of the largest and oldest grassroots mobilization campaigns for
HIV/AIDS awareness in the world. The Candlelight Memorial occurs on the third Sunday
of every May and is led by volunteer coordinators who host memorials for their
communities worldwide. Now in its 24th year, the Candlelight was meant to honor all
those who have been affected by the AIDS pandemic.

The March started at Huye Stadium with the lighting of the Candles and all the
participating groups were called out to form a big queue behind the banner showing their
messages on the posters. It was a sunny day and lots of people came to the stadium,
more than the expected.

We walked along the main streets of Butare and came back to the stadium after about
45 minutes where the main ceremonies took place.

All in all the Candle Light Memorial was very successful. More people came than
expected and the march was peaceful. The students and youth clubs as well the general
community helped with their contribution to the program to make the event memorable.
We hope that this event will be held each coming year.

Central Africa RFP conducted a training in Pyramid workshop

From August 25-27, the RFP for Central Africa
was invited as a trainer at a three day youth
training in Southern Province of Rwanda

This training was organized by Rwanda
Village Concept Project and different topics
were discussed , like the sexual violence and
the role of young people to address this issue,
gender based violence, the vulnerability of
young people to HIV/AIDS, reproductive
health, communication for behavior change
and VCT.Before the end of the training the




participants did Voluntary Counseling and Testing. These pupils represent others in their own
schools and in each school 2 students represent others (a boy and a girl). In general 28 schools
participated with about 52 pupils.

In his presentation the RFP insisted on GYCA activities worldwide and he presented different
online source of information and documentation that young people can use when they are
sharing knowledge with their peers in their own schools.

He also modulated a very interesting discussion about young people money and sexuality. This
issue was raised because they are some old people who try to give money to young people in
exchange for sex. This is the topic of the second phase of our first lady campaign:” The adults
infect children, speak out “

GYCA activities presentation in ILO consultation (I LO: International Labour Organisation)

ILO Consultation with Young Workers
Kigali, from 12-14 November 2007, the RFP
for Central Africa participated in the ILO
consultation on young workers and
HIV/AIDS where he made a presentation on
GYCA activities worldwide and what young
workers can benefit from GYCA. During the
presentation he emphasize on 4 objectives
of GYCA. He discussed about ecourse
where young workers can have the
opportunity to follow ecourses that can help
them to create a decent job by making an
effective proposal, About networking he
insisted on this saying that networking can
help young workers to be connected each
others so that they can easily share
information ,opportunities ,scholarships, effectives projects, and from this network they can be easily
recognized by their governments, UN agencies and other NGOs .About political advocacy the discussion
was focused on how young workers can have the opportunity to work with their government and to
influence HIV/AIDS policy. About International Conferences he told the participants that these
conferences are important opportunities to showcase work and network with allies and donors. When
discussing about networking GYCA has been considered as an example of effective network for young
people.
Young participants and other stakeholders had many opportunities to share experiences, develop ideas
and collaborate to generate the adopted recommendations; the final outcome of the three day
consultation. Youth were particularly pleased to have been consulted to discuss the issues of HIV/AIDS
and youth employment for often, young people are not consulted which impedes programmes’ successful
outcomes.
Participant evaluations demonstrate that although many would have preferred a longer consultation, most
were pleased with the amount of time to voice their concerns and experiences. Most participants
appreciated the plenary discussions and interactive group activities the most. All guest and participants
are eager to see results and are committed to doing their part.
Vulnerable youth can be reintegrated in socio-economic activities by strengthening capacities and
empowering them to create employment and become job providers rather than job seekers through
innovative, sustainable income generating projects. Successful projects have clear plans and strategies
as well as concise assessment, monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to determine impacts and adjust
plans accordingly.
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RFP for Central Africa visits LCCM (Let the Little Children Come To Me)

LLCCM is a Center founded by 5
voluntary parents in the village of
Rukira, Huye sector (Huye District in
the Southern province of Rwanda) in
May 2001, to help the children affected
by HIV/AIDS or HIV orphaned. In
addition, the Center provides support
for some children who are orphaned by
the genocide. The parents in the
community recognized the problem of
orphaned children; they initiated the
program to help this vulnerable group.
All the children supported by the
Center are adopted by families in the
community. Some of the families have
a child as head of household. The
families take main responsibility for the
children, but due to the limitations of

resources, the families are supported by the orphan Center. The Center supports the children in

education, welfare and income generation.

On the 16th November, The RFP for Central Africa visited this orphanage and had the time to discuss
with them about different challenges that they face in their everyday life and tried to show them different
strategies that they can use to support their activities. He presented an overview of different NGOs,
Government institutions and other organisations and foundations that can help them.

Interview with one of the children

sisters to survive.

He is Hakizimana Deogratias, male, 16 years old, he lives
in Mpungwe village in Southern Province of Rwanda, his
father died 2 years ago, and his mother get married to an
other man. Hakizimana is living with his 2 brothers and 2
sisters and he is the eldest. Hakizimana is living with HIV
and he was tested positive 3 years ago. He thought that
he got it from his mother who is HIV positive too
According to him, their living conditions are not good at
all, they live by agriculture and some help from their
neighbours. He said that he feels very weak and
sometime doesn’t have the energy to work especially
farming which is his current work. As for him he'd like to
find an other job that can help him, his brothers and




Local gathering in Burundi organized by the NFP(Bur undi)Kamwenubusa Jean Claude

The 23rd, June, 2007 the National Focal
Point of Burundi, gathered in the National
Meeting different youth representatives from
Non Governmental Organizations, the young
volunteers and with all people interested in
youth programmes especially HIV/AIDS, from
different communities, in order to explain
more about GYCA at the international and
national level while demonstrate achieved
activities and plan of activities for GYCA in
Burundi, its objectives, mission and
encouraged them to join the coalition.

GYCA activities in Cameroon.

Nahbila Paquita, the National Focal Point-Cameroon/GYCA was appointed in February 2007 and since
then; she has been working earnestly to achieve GYCA'S overall goals which range from operating from
a framework of human rights, work in an HIV/AIDS related field as well as willing to facilitate GYCA'’s
growth and sustainability in Cameroon.

Community Sensitization on HIV/AIDS in Dikome-Bafaw Village

Nahbila Paquita carried out a two day sensitization programme
from the 2nd to the 3rd of June 2007, on HIV/AIDS in a rural village
called Dikome-Bafaw.

The aims of this programme was to reach out to more youths as
possible in this enslaved village and sensitize them on the

HIV/AIDS pandemic, and get them involved in building their
community through full participation in fighting this disease.

The theme of the workshop was Youths and HIV/AIDS and had as
aim and objectives to;

Ensure that the populations of Dikome-Bafaw village (especially
the youths) have a good knowledge of HIV/AIDS, how it is
transmitted and how it can be prevented.

This sensitization campaign was spiced up with activities like: group discussions, public sensitization,
distribution of educative materials (condoms, magazines and posters) visit to the village primary school
and site seeing.

NFP- Cameroon, Commemorating the
Day of the African Child, 16th June
2007

Day of the African Child is a day recognized
throughout the world on June 16th as an




opportunity to reflect on progress toward health, education, equality and protection for all the continent’s
children. It was the first of its kind that the NFP Cameroon and some partner organizations; Cameroon
Association for the Protection and Education of the Child .

The theme was Child Trafficking. Trafficking of children links all countries and regions in a web of
international crime. Every year, children are smuggled across borders and sold like commodities. Others
are trafficked within their home countries, usually from rural to urban areas. Children’s survival and
development are threatened, and their rights to education, health and protection are denied. Trafficking
further exposes children to violence, sexual abuse and HIV infection and violates their rights to be
protected, grow up in a family environment and have access to education.

Danish Cameroon Intercultural Workshop Yaoundé 26th — 27th april 2007

Cameroon Association for the protection and
Education of the child(CAPEC) organized a two
day intercultural workshop between the Danish and
the Cameroonian youths at the Hotel des deputes
Yaoundé from the 26th — 27th of April 2007 under
the theme “Youth Participation in poverty
Alleviation".

The workshop, which was attended by 40 youth
representatives from different organizations in
Cameroon, had as objectives to; provide a cross
cultural forum between Cameroon and Danish
youths and to re-enforce the possibilities for
cooperation and dialogue between Danish and
Cameroonian youths. Strengthen individual and
organizational capacities for youth participation in
development.

The workshop also dwelled on the following topics:

The poverty reduction strategy and young people Integration,

a new generation, sharing resources for investment for Youth participation.

Youth contribution to Environmental sustainability.

The African Youth Charter as Basis for Youth Development in Africa.

Intercultural Dialogue and Youth Volunteering.

Educational opportunities and Use of Leisure time : Danish Experience

Presentation of the EU — AU Cooperation Chatter.

And had as outcomes the:

Creation of a network between Danish and Cameroonian youths.
Putting in place a committee for the formation of the Cameroon youth Development Council.
Youth sensitisation on the importance of inter — regional cooperation like the North — South
Centre of the council of Europe. Towards an Africa — Europe youth summit.
Youth sensitisation on the poverty Reduction Strategy paper (PRSP) and the role they can
play in alleviating poverty.
Youth awareness on the importance of volunteering and the use of leisure time.
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Hello kids: children’s’ holiday workshop

Hello Kids, is a children’s holiday program jointly organized by
the Cameroon Association for the Protection and Education of
the child (CAPEC), The Association for the Development and
Education of the Child (ADEC), Kids4Peace Cameroon and
Care takers initiatives (CARIN),from the 16th — 31 st of July
2007.

This program brought together 150 children, including 30
orphans and vulnerable Kids between the ages of 7 and 15

The objectives were to;
- Make them spend their holidays wisely by learning new
skills and improving on already existing ones.
- Meet and Interact with friends, for intercultural and
social exchange

The kids had as programme lessons on computer, photography, cookery, needlework, and painting
amongst others.

The team was also made up of some volunteers working with CAPEC who came from Holland, Hungary,
Danmark and USA.We all worked together to make sure that the kids had a wonderful time with us while
learning.
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