ABSTRACT

Prior to the 21st century, the world witnessed a turbulent period characterized with conflicts of so-called “cultural origins” The coming of the new millennium did not forestall mistrust that people feel towards others. Countless atrocities - genocide, eco-suicide, violence, terrorism etc are resultant and residue effects of cultural intolerance and cultural suffocation. The World has some 6000 communities and as many distinct languages. Our planet counts an endless number of people, each with its specific language, traditions, know-how and identity, which is a source of infinite creativity and as such should enrich our lives. Such difference naturally leads to diversity of vision, values, beliefs, practice and expression, which all deserve equal respect and dignity. 

Planetary solidarity, between all humans and the human universum strives on diversity and genuine inter cultural dialogue.  Throughout history, people have exchanged cultural experience, ideas, values and goods through art, trade and migrations. The universal declaration on Cultural Diversity by UNESCO, which was unanimously adopted by her 185 member states in 2001 at the wake of events of September 11, truly demonstrate a world hungry for peace, solidarity and sustainable development.

Intercultural dialogue is a platform where cultures, religions, value systems; people and ideas meet and interact. It is indeed not just a natural fact that we simply recognize and respect. It is all about plurality of knowledge, wisdom, and a synergy; which all should contribute to improving and moving the world forward. In this era of globalization, we cannot go on rejecting or remaining ignorant of this wealth!

