What is Youth in Peace and Development Partnership 2008?
Youth in Development Partnership (YDP) is a program that promotes youth involvement in development and supports innovative projects from youth-led organisations and groups. With the slogan "Yuwa aba hamro paalo, Shanti ra Bikash ka laagi haatemalo" (It is now youths turn to join hands for peace and development) it is an open, transparent and creative competition with minimum cost and bureaucracy.
In the youth chapter of 3 years Interim plan, the long term vision is "to make youth primary partners in nation building by giving impetus to the role of youth in the social, cultural and economic development and sustainable peace building of the country". With an objective to achieve this vision, this program is being implemented by a joint collaboration of the Ministry of Education and Sports and Association of Youth Organisations Nepal (AYON), with also partial funding support from the World Bank Small Grants Program. Started in 2006, efforts will be made to continue this partnership program in the coming years. 
Why Youth in Peace and Development Partnership?

Youth constitute significant Nepalese population, both quantitatively and qualitatively. Youth are not just leaders of tomorrow; they are also partner of today and are agents of development and change. Any country can benefit tremendously if the talents and energy of the youths could be utilized in the state building process and development programs. It is also very important to build capacity of youth, make them responsible and use their energy and skills in the development and peacebuilding efforts of the country. 
We need effective strategies to help youth overcome their challenges; make right choices, protect them from exploitation and neglect, and ensure their involvement in all spheres of the society and overall development of the nation. In the current transition youth involvement is compulsory to transform the conflict and establish sustainable peace in the country.  Youth in Peace and Development Partnership is thus a step towards the mainstreaming of youth of this nation within national focus as not only the beneficiary but also a key partner in development and planning. This program also contributes to the national objective of "providing youths will opportunities to develop their capacity and talents to make them participate in the rebuilding and social economic transformation of the country".
Objectives

YDP therefore has four purposes:

· to encourage and support innovative projects from youth organisations and groups

· to recognize that youth have an important role to play in sustainable development while they are still young  and they can be effective advocates of change, both to decision-makers and to the general public, and they can and do make a big difference in implementing change on the ground 
· to increase youth participation in sustainable peacebuilding
· to initiate and foster inter-agency collaboration as a vehicle for outreach and youth participation

How does YDP work?

Call for Proposals

The announcement of the competition will be kicked off with a 'call for proposals' stage. As per the call for proposals the eligible organisations should can make the application in the given deadline. All proposals should follow the given proposal application format. The submission should include:

1. Detailed Proposal in the given format
2. Copy of organisation's registration certificate (including renew page)

3. Copy of organisation's latest audit report where applicable

Review of Proposals and Selection of Finalists

Incoming proposals that meet the YDP's eligibility criteria will be reviewed by a group of independent jury. Proposals will be evaluated against a set of assessment criteria mentioned below. 30 finalists will be selected and invited to present their projects at the Final Selection Workshop. 

Final Selection Workshop - Announcement of Winners 
The 30 finalist will be invited to the Final Selection Workshop, where an independent jury will evaluate each project. At the end of the event the jury will select 10-20 winning proposals who will receive the funding to implement their projects.

Project Implementation

Winners will sign a project agreement that indicates how and when the award money will be disbursed to them. Minitry of Education and Sports and AYON will monitor project performance, give technical assistance, if necessary, and help disseminate lessons learnt to the broader youth and development community.

Eligibility Criteria

Participation

YDP is open to any youth organisations/groups with a good innovative idea to share. According to which Youth-led Organisations (NGOs and CBOs) and youth clubd  run by youths 16-35 years old can apply for the project support.
Joint applications from two or more organisations are also accepted.
Those selected for the final selection workshop should submit their 
Areas

To be eligible to compete, proposals must reflect the theme youth in peace and development partnership in any of the following 9 areas:
· Peacebuilding
· Agriculture

· Health

· Entrepreneurship and Employment

· Tourism promotion

· Environmental Conservation

· Infrastructure development

· Information Technology

· Sports
Implementation Time Frame

Proposed activities must be completed within 4 months of receiving initial disbursement of funds. The final Report should be submitted by the end of fiscal year 2064-65 (Asar 15, 2065).
Results

The output or results outlined in proposals should be measurable and demonstrate a direct impact on the themes and areas outlined by Youth in Peace and Development Partnership. Projects with the sole final output of research, such as publications, training or conferences/ forums with no directly verifiable results will be ineligible.

Maximum Award Size

Under this program grants ranging from Rs 100,000 (One lakh) to Rs. 300,000 (Three lakhs) can only be supported. Awards to winners will vary in size according to the needs outlined in their proposals. The support amount requested as part of this program should be clearly mentioned in the proposal. Priority will be given to proposals which give more results with less financial support. 
Languages

Proposals may be submitted in English or Nepali.


Assessment Criteria

All the application will be evaluated on the basis of the following assessment criteria:

· Youth focused development 
· Contribution to peacebuilding
· Innovativeness

· Sustainability

· Replicability
· Capacity
· Efficiency 
· Volunteers and local resource mobilisation 
Timeline and Key Steps

Youth in Peace and Development Partnership is guided by the values of inclusiveness, diversity, fairness and transparency. The overall process is described below:

Call for Proposals: 

Proposals may be written in Nepali or English as long as the text will not exceed the given format. Proposals beyond the given format will be rejected. The proposal will be made available through Ministry of Education and Sports's website, AYON secretariat, AYON's website, and Public Information Center in Kathmandu. 
Review of the Proposals: 

All proposals will first be screened for straightforward compliance with the eligibility criteria such as proposals reflecting the theme and area of program, prescribed format, length and proponent information. Proposals which pass the initial screening, will be passed to the independent technical assessors and will be evaluated based on the assessment criteria.

Announcement of Finalists: 
The assessment team will draw up a list of finalists (the proposals with the highest scores) selecting roughly 30 finalists. The background of the proponent finalists will also be verified.

Final Selection Workshop and Announcement of Winners: 

All 30 finalists will be requested to make presentations to the independent jury at the National Competition Workshop. A common format, guide questions and templates for the session will be prepared. This will be the last phase of the jury process. The workshop will also be an opportunity for networking and exchange of ideas on the theme.

The Board of Jury comprised of leading individuals in development and youth will evaluate the project application based on assessment criteria. The Board will then announce their decision at the end of the event.

Where to Apply

All proposals for Youth in Peace and Development Partnership should be submitted through any of the following organisations:
	Nepal Government

Ministry of Education and Sports

Sports and Youth Program Unit

Kesharmahal, Kathmandu

Tel: 01-4412013, 4412015

(ext. 259, 260)


	
	Association of Youth Organisations Nepal (AYON)

P.O.Box 24871, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 01-6207758, Fax: 01-4107833
Email: ydp@ayon.org




For further details and application guidelines www.ayon.org or www.moes.gov.np
All proposals should be received by March 25 2008
