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· Describe your community: Is it a town, an area in a city, a village, etc.?  Is it remote or well connected to other parts of your country?  

· Describe the social and economic context: What is the economic situation in your community?  Are most families able to meet their needs for food, a home, education, health care, etc.?  What proportion of children and young people are in school?  In your community, are there different expectations for boys/young men and girls/young women?    

· Describe the HIV context: What proportion of people in your community is living with HIV?  What are the main ways people become infected with HIV (unprotected sex, shared drug equipment, parent-to-child transmission, etc.)?  Can people talk openly about HIV?  What kinds of stigma and discrimination exist, if any?

· Describe your country: Does your country have a National AIDS Policy? Are young people mentioned in the policy or involved in decision-making? What has your government committed to internationally (such as reducing HIV infection rates among youth, making HIV testing available, putting a certain number of people on treatment). Are there any policies that restrict young people’s access to information and services, for example, a law requiring parental consent to get an HIV test if you are under 18 years old? Can you feel the benefits of government progress at the community level?

HIV Prevention

· Describe young people’s access to sexual and reproductive health, including HIV prevention information and services: What proportion of young people know about HIV and how to prevent infection?  Is there somewhere that young people can go to easily get sexual health advice and services (i.e. condoms, STI treatment, pregnancy tests, and voluntary HIV testing and counseling)?  What are the main messages and skills young people are taught to help them prevent HIV infections?  Are there differences in access to information and services between boys/young men and girls/young women?  Between youth in school and those out of school?  

· Describe efforts to create social and systems change: What efforts are underway to change social norms or cultural practices that leave young people vulnerable to HIV infection?  What efforts are underway to increase young people’s access to education, employment, and/or sexual health services?  What efforts are underway to address HIV stigma and discrimination? Who is conducting these efforts? (Government, NGOs, community leaders, religious leaders, teachers?)

· Describe gaps and recommendation for action: What should your community keep doing, stop doing, and/or start doing in order to prevent further HIV among young people?  Are there any groups of young people whose information and health service needs are left out (for example, young men who have sex with men, young married women, sex workers, or injecting drug users)?  What policies, programmes, and services are needed?  

Care and support for children and young people affected by HIV and AIDS

· Describe the programs and services available to help families live positively: What services and programs are available to help families affected by HIV and AIDS (for example, access to treatment, psychosocial support, economic support, and home-based care)?

· Describe children and young people’s access to social and legal protection: Does your community have a way of identifying children and young people who have been orphaned or are otherwise vulnerable?  Who takes care of them?  Are there programs and services available for their support?  Does your community have a way of monitoring whether the needs and rights of these children and young people are being met?  How are community leaders, police, etc. combating property inheritance issues and the exploitation or violence against children and young people (sexual, emotional, physical, and economic exploitation)?

· Describe gaps and recommendation for action:  What should your community keep doing, stop doing, and/or start doing in order to provide care and support for children and young people affected by HIV and AIDS?  What policies, programmes, and services are needed? 

Care, support, and treatment for children and young people living with HIV (YPLHIV)

· Describe YPLHIV’s access to programs and services to support positive living: What services and programs are available to help YPLHIV’s live positively (for example, access to treatment, psycho-social support, economic support, and home-based care)?  How do available programs and services empower YPLHIV to make good life choices (for example, with dating and relationships, sexuality, family planning, education, career development, etc)? 
· Describe gaps and recommendation for action: What should your community keep doing, stop doing, and/or start doing in order to provide care and support for children and young people living with HIV?  What policies, programmes, and services are needed?

Young people’s involvement in community HIV responses

· Describe children and young people’s involvement in your community’s response: How, if at all, do children and young people participate in your community’s HIV response?  What types of roles do they hold?  Are there groups that are more likely to be included than others (consider gender, age, socio-economic status, marital status, parenthood status, school enrollment, religion, etc.)? Are the perspectives of children and young people taken seriously?  

· Describe gaps and recommendation for action: What can your community keep doing, stop doing, and/or start doing to encourage the participation of children and young people?  What barriers exist to involving children and young people? What can your community do to ensure that young people meaningfully participate in the local HIV response?  

Questions: Joya Banerjee (joya@youthaidscoalition.org)

Previous Year’s Reports:  http://www.youthaidscoalition.org/resources.html
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